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THE SETTLEMENT OF THE MARDAITES
AND THEIR MILITARY-ADMINISTRATIVE POSITION
IN THE THEMATA OF THE WEST: A CHRONOLOGY"

The paper discusses questions about the chronology of the settlement of Mardaite
soldiers in the Balkans and their military-administrative position in the themata of the West:
Peloponnesus, Cephalonia and Nicopolis. It presents arguments in favor of the hypothesis of
the Mardaite settlement in Peloponnesus as the result of the colonization policy of Nicepho-
rus I in the early 9" century. This view largely rests on information contained in the Chronicle
of Monemvasia, a source hereto unused in discussions about the Mardaites. The Mardaites
were moved in the territory of the themata of Nicopolis and Cephalonia at the close of the
same century in a bid to reinforce Byzantine positions on the eastern coast of the Ionian Sea
at the time of the Arab threat to this region. Finally, in the concluding passages the author
touches on the military-administrative status of Mardaites in the themata of the West, who
operated in units headed by tourmarchai, comparing them to other ethnic tourmai in the
Byzantine Empire.

Keywords: Mardaites, themata of the West, Peloponnesus, Cephalonia, Nicopolis,
tourmarchai.

In the 7 century Mardaite soldiers played an important role in Arabo-Byzan-
tine relations in the eastern border regions. A few centuries later, in the late 9" and in
the first half of the 10™ century, they were an important part of Byzantine seafaring
forces in Asia Minor and the Balkans. Their ancestry, ethnic identity and religious

The paper was written as part of the project Tradition, Innovation and Identity in the Byzantine
World (n° 177032) supported by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of
the Republic of Serbia. It is an expanded version of the statement titled ,The Transfer of the Mardaites
on the Balkans and Their Status in the Structure of the Western Themes — Peloponnese, Nicopolis and
Cephalonia” read at the 23" International Congress of Byzantine Studies held in Belgrade in August 2016.
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affiliation, however, have remained a controversial subject in scholarship. Researchers
have suggested theories about the Iranian and Armenian ancestry of the Mardaite
community, associating their origin with various toponyms and ethnonyms." Some
scholars believed that the name of this was group was derived from a word of Semitic
origin meaning ‘rebel’* Another old hypothesis asserts the identification of the Mar-
daites with the Maronites,* but this view has generally been refuted.*

What can be said with a high degree of certainty is that the Byzantine Mardaites
were in fact identical to the al-Jarajimah tribe, which is mentioned in various Arab
sources. The claim that these groups were one and the same has a long history in aca-
demic circles’® and rests on the fact that the earliest information on Mardaites in Byzan-
tine sources largely corresponds to the reports on the al-Jarajimah tribe provided by
Muslim authors, first of all al-Baladhuri.

Theophanes the Confessor provides the earliest reports on Mardaites that have
reached us in Greek sources, informing us that the Mardaites invaded Lebanon on be-
half of the Byzantines in the ninth year of the reign of Constantine IV (668-685) and
occupied the territory from the Black Mountain to the Holy City. These events had a
strong impact on the Arabo-Byzantine conflict during the period when the Muslim fleet
laid siege to the Byzantine capital. The Mardaite incursion into the territory of Lebanon
led to a peace treaty between Constantinople and the Caliphate in 678, which forced
the Arabs, led by Muawiyah I (661-680), to pay an annual tribute to the Byzantines.®
The activities of the Mardaites are also evidenced in the reports of Patriarch Michael the
Syrian, the senior priest of Antioch in the second half of the 12" century, who states that
in the ninth year of the reign of Constantine IV, the Byzantines — known as Maridayé
(Mardaites) or Liphouré, or Gargoumayé as they were called by the Syrians - captured
the territory from the hills of Galilee all the way to the Black Mountain.”

1 Paparrégopoulou, Totopia 100 EAAnvikod "EOvoug, 248; Amantos, Mapdditai, 130f; Stratos, To
Bulavtiov otov Z' aidva E', 46f; Bartikian, H Mbgn tod aiviypatog t@v Mapdaitwy, 28f; Zakeri, Sasanid
Soldiers, 154; Harris, Lebanon, 35f.

2 Bury, History of the Later Roman Empire, 312; Chronique de Michel le Syrien II, 455 n. 4.
3 Noeldeke, Zur Geschichte der Araber, 82, n. 2.

4 For more details on the views of Maronite authors who argued in favor of the identification of
Mardaites with Maronites, as well as on opposing views, cf. Moosa, Relation, 597f.

5 Noeldeke, Zur Geschichte der Araber, p- 82, n. 2. Cf. Moosa, Relation, 597f.

6 Theophanes, 355f; cf. DAI I, c. 21, p. 84, 86. Patriarch Nicephorus of Constantinople, however,
underlines that the defeat of the Arab fleet was the key factor in the decision of Caliph Muawiyah to agree
peace terms with the Byzantines, Nicephorus, 86. Younger Byzantine sources also provide information on
the Mardaites and their role in these events, cf. Leo Grammaticus, 160; Cedrenus I, 765. The peace treaty
was binding for 30 years and stipulated the annual tribute of 3,000 gold coins, 50 slaves and 50 horses,
Theophanes, 355; Nicephorus, 86. Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus repeats Theophanes’s information,
but provides a different number of prisoners — 800 slaves instead of 50, DAI L, c. 21, p. 86. E. Dolger dates
the peace treaty to 678, Dolger, Regesten I, n° 239, p. 28.

7 Chronique de Michel le Syrien II, 455; IV, 437. In the 10" century Agapius of Hierapolis wrote
that in the 17" year of Muawiyal’s reign the Byzantine fleet landed on the shores of Lebanon and attacked
Arab territories together with the al-Kharaniqah tribe (= Mardaites). Agapius also mentions their irrup-
tion to the Black Mountain, Kitab (Agapius), 492-493 n. 4.
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Less than a decade later, the Mardaites attacked Arab positions in Lebanon once
again. This attack, as well as the famine and plague that struck Syria, forced the new
caliph Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (685-705) to agree a peace treaty with Constantine
IV in 685, on the condition of paying him an annual tribute.?

The agreement was confirmed during the reign of Justinian II (685-695, 705-
711), but its conditions were somewhat altered. The agreement between Caliph Abd
al-Malik ibn Marwan and the Emperor did indeed force the Caliph to pay an annual
tribute to Constantinople, but for his part the Emperor promised to resettle 12,000
Mardaites from the Arab border. Theophanes saw this agreement as unfavorable for
the Byzantine side, believing that such a measure would weaken the eastern border of
the Empire from Mopsuestia to the province of Armenia IV.?

Muslim authors have also left records about the conflicts in this area. The most
notable among them is al-Baladhuri, who writes that the Byzantines took advantage
of the period when Abd al-Malik was occupied in Iraq to attack the Arabs in Leb-
anon, namely in the area of al-Lukdm (= Black Mountain). The warriors from the
al-Jarajimah joined their attack. The Byzantine offensive forced the Caliph to accept
peace terms; however, al-Baladhuri mentions that the Caliph agreed separate peace
treaties with the Emperor on one hand and the rebels from the al-Jarajimah tribe in
Lebanon on the other. The peace treaty with the rebels was made void soon thereaf-
ter: having pacified the situation in Iraq, the Caliph launched an offensive against the
tribe and defeated them. According to al-Balddhuri, some were then resettled in the
areas around Homs and Damascus, while the majority returned to their city on the
al-Lukam mountain."

8 Under the terms of the treaty the Arabs were required to pay 1,000 gold coins, 1 slave and 1
horse per day, Theophanes, 361, cf. Délger, Regesten I, n° 253, p. 31. The peace agreement is also mentioned
by Agapius, Kitab (Agapius), 497. The terms of the abovementioned treaty seem to correspond more to
the agreement between Constans II (641-668) and Caliph Muawiyah of 659 (Theophanes, 347; cf. Dolger,
Regesten I, n° 230, p. 27) than to the terms of the previous Arabo-Byzantine peace agreement between
Constantine IV and Muawiyah of 678 (see footnote n° 6). The analogies between the treaties of 659 and 685
were the result of similar political circumstances that led to their signing. In both cases the civil wars in the
Caliphate forced the Arabs to agree peace terms with Byzantium, while the treaty of 678 was negotiated af-
ter the defeat of their fleet and the Mardaite invasion of the region of Lebanon, cf. Ohta, Expansion, 82-83.

9 In addition to the payment of 1,000 gold coins, a slave and a horse per day, the treaty also in-
cluded the removal of Mardaites from the border, as well as the equal division of tax revenue from Cyprus,
Armenia and Iberia between the two sides, Theophanes, 363; DAI I, c. 22, p. 92, 94. Reports on this are
also provided by other Byzantine sources, Leo Grammaticus, 162; Cedrenus I, 771; Zonaras III, 228-229.
Cf. Dolger, Regesten I, n° 257, p. 31. The tribute, sharing of tax revenue from Cyprus and the relocation of
12,000 Mardaites is also mentioned by Michael the Syrian, although he reports that the 10-year treaty also
gave control over the regions of Armenia, Gourzan, Arzon, and Adhorbigan to the Empire, Chronique de
Michel le Syrien II, 469; IV, 446. Agapius writes that Abd al-Malik agreed to pay a tribute and that the Em-
peror returned the favor by removing his forces from Lebanon. He also mentions the division of Cyprus
under the terms of the 10-year treaty, Kitab (Agapius), 497.

10 Origins of the Islamic state (al-Baladhuri), 247-248. Other Muslim authors provide similar
accounts, cf. Ohta, Expansion, 81. Theophanes mentions two treaties in a single sentence, but this has
been interpreted as a reference to two copies of the same agreement, Theophanes, 355, 356. Cf. Mango,
Theophanes, 497 n 4.
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The victory over the rebels in Lebanon recounted by al-Baladhuri probably
contributed to the redefinition of the peace terms with Constantinople. The changed
situation allowed the caliph to ask Constantinople to move the rebels from the border
regions, which led to the resettlement of 12,000 Mardaites reported by Theophanes."
Theophanes adds that they later participated in Byzantine campaigns in the territory
of Armenia."

However, some Mardaites remained on their own land even after the peace trea-
ty."* Al-Baladhuri records their presence in border regions in the early 8" century,
noting that the members of the al-Jarajimah tribe still lived in their city of al-Jur-
jimah in 707, when the Arab caliph finally destroyed the city. This led to the forced
displacement of the members of the al-Jarajimah tribe. They were offered to stay and
fight in Arab campaigns, but were allowed to retain their Christian faith."* A part of
the rebels fled to Byzantium.

The semi-independent Christian group of Mardaites that played an important
military and political role in Arabo-Byzantine relations from the 630s and the time
of the Muslim invasion of Syria'® were finally relocated in the opening years of the 8"
century.'® Using their peace treaties with Constantinople as well as violent means, the

11 Theophanes, 363. The resettlement of 12,000 Mardaites as a result of their defeat is also under-
lined by Ohta, Expansion, 83.

12 Theophanes, 364.

13 Recounting how Justinian II violated the terms of the peace treaty with the Arabs, Nicephorus
of Constantinople mentions the inhabitants of the mountains of Lebanon (i.e. Mardaites), but uses the
term OmAitat instead of this name, Nicephorus, 92. Cf. Theophanes, 365.

14 Origins of the Islamic state (al-Baladhuri), 249.

15 K. Sathas has suggested that the Mardaites were a special type of frontier forces &reAdtat who
were settled in Syria during the reign of Justinian I, Sathas, Mecawwvikn BipAio6nkn II, 45. After the Arab
conquest of Syria, a substantial part of the Byzantine army and the local population that had previously ac-
knowledged the rule of the emperor in Constantinople began their westward withdrawal to territories still
controlled by Byzantium. However, this was not the case with the al-Jarajimah tribe. Despite their defeat,
they negotiated an agreement with the new rulers of Syria, which gave them a semi-independent status of
sorts that imposed no tribute but instead required them to provide military assistance to the Muslims in
border regions, Origins of the Islamic state (al-Baladhuri), 246-247. In the 7" century, however, they often
sided with the emperor of the Rhomaioi and fought for him against the Caliphate. For more details on the
al-Jarajimah tribe, see cf. Ohta, Expansion,74f. Mardaites and their role in the Byzantine policy in Syria in
the 7 century are discussed in Howard-Johnston, Mardaites, 35f. The thesis G. Chalhoub, Recherches sur
les MardaItes—Garégima au VIle siécle, These de 3e cycle: Histoire: Paris 1, Université Panthéon-Sorbonne
(Paris) 1986, also analyzes the problem of Mardaites in the 7* century; however, the author of this paper
has not had insight into its contents.

16 D, Woods has recently suggested another interesting hypothesis on the origin of Mardaites that
completely diverges from previous views. In his work D. W. hypothesizes that the Mardaites were in fact
Byzantine soldiers who fled to the Arab state sometime after their conflict with Constantinople. Woods
suggests that they deserted and defected to the Arab side during the revolt of the Byzantine stratégos Sabo-
rios in 667. These Byzantine deserters were called ‘maridoye’ (rebels) by the local population after they fled
to Syria. According to Woods, less than two decades after their flight, the peace treaty between the Byzan-
tine Empire and the Caliphate forced the Mardaites to return to their homeland, Woods, Corruption and
Mistranslation. In the absence of information in the sources that would provide unambiguous grounds for
such a claim, it is difficult to accept Woods’s hypothesis.
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Arabs largely managed to remove the rebels from the border. A part of the Mardaites
was moved from the eastern border to the inner provinces of the Empire. Neither The-
ophanes nor other authors who reported on these events specify the regions where the
Mardaites had resettled. However, other sources, first of all Porphyrogenitus, inform
us that in the following centuries they inhabited Attaleia in the Theme of the Cibyr-
rhaeots, as well as the themata of the West - Peloponnesus, Cephalonia and Nicopolis.

In the 50™ chapter of his treatise De Administrando Imperio Constantine VII
Porphyrogenitus mentions a Mardaite division in the Theme of the Cibyrrhaeots in
the early 10™ century. Like other army officers of a similar rank, the commander of
the Mardaites (katepano) was appointed by the Emperor in a special ceremony held in
the Chrysotriclinus. Although his information on the Mardaites pertains to the time
of Leo VI (886-912) and his brother and successor Alexander (912-913), the emperor
clearly indicates that this was an older practice."” It might have been introduced as
early as 688, after the removal of some Mardaites from the eastern border under the
terms of the Arabo-Byzantine treaty.'®

Another work by Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus also mentions the Mardait-
es in the Theme of the Cibyrrhaeots. In some excerpts of De Ceremoniis the emperor
recounts Byzantine military expeditions to Syria and Cretes in the first half of the 10*
century (910-911, 949). The Mardaites of Attaleia were among the participants of these
offensives. They were organized into a military naval unit headed by a katepano,'”” who
commanded their galleys — rowing warships.” One of the duties of the Mardaite kate-
pané and his unit was to patrol the sea route to Syria together with other naval detach-
ments of the Theme of the Cibyrrhaeots.” In addition to Attaleia, during this period
the Mardaites of Cibyrrhaeots were probably stationed in Antiochia ad Cragum and
the island of Karpathos.”> Naval duties were the main occupation of Mardaite soldiers.

17 DAI 1, c. 50, p. 240, 242.

18 7. Bury suggests that it was Tiberius III (698-705) who established a separate Mardaite unit
headed by a katepané in Attaleia, Bury, History of the Later Roman Empire, 350 n. 5. Bury also hypoth-
esizes that a part of the Mardaite frontier soldiers was settled in Cyprus at this time, Bury, History of the
Later Roman Empire, 356. This emperor came from the Theme of the Cibyrrhaeots and hence insisted on
strengthening Byzantine presence in this region. According to Bury, it might have even been Tiberius III
who raised the commander of the Cibyrrhaeot Theme to the rank of stratégos, Bury, History of the Later
Roman Empire II, 350 n. 4. On the establishment of the Theme of the Cibyrrhaeots in the late 7* century,
cf. Cvetkovié, Reforma, 24-27.

19 The office of the Mardaite katepand is evidenced by several seals from the 9-11" century, cf.
Nesbitt - Oikonomides, Catalogue II, n° 70.2; Zacos — Nesbitt, Seals II, n° 331; Oikonomideés, A propos d‘une
nouvelle publication de sceaux byzantins, 265; Zacos — Nesbitt, Seals II, n° 901; Nesbitt - Oikonomides,
Catalogue II, n° 70.1.

20 De cerimoniis, 656, 660, 668; Haldon, Theory, 209, 213, 223.
21 De cerimoniis, 660; Haldon, Theory, 213.

22 This conclusion rests on the fact that special warships ya\éa (De cerimoniis, 665; Haldon, Theory,
221; cf. Makrypoulias, Navy, 161) characteristic of the Mardaites were stationed in Attaleia, Antioch and Kar-
pathos. Porphyrogenitus refers to the Mardaites as Aaog t@v yahe®v, De cerimoniis, 662; Haldon, Theory, 217.
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Apart from the Mardaites of Attaleia, Constantine Porphyrogenitus informs
us about the Mardaites in the themata of the Balkans in his biography of Basil I and
De Ceremoniis.

The first mention of the Mardaites of Peloponnesus refers to their participation
in the defense of Syracuse against an Arab offensive in 877/878. The Byzantine fleet
that tried to repel the Saracen attack included a detachment of Mardaite seamen from
Peloponnesus. However, the Rhomaioi were defeated and the Muslims captured the
city. Some Mardaite soldiers who had managed to escape and return to Peloponnesus
brought news of the defeat.”® A few years later the Mardaites of Peloponnesus took
part in a naval expedition led by the Byzantine commander and admiral Nasar against
the Arabs. This was the counteroffensive launched by Constantinople in 880 in re-
sponse to the Arab sacking of Cephalonia and Zante.*

A few decades later, during the campaigns in Syria and Cretes of 910-911 and
949, the Mardaites of Peloponnesus - this time together with the Mardaites from the
other two themata of the West, Nicopolis and Cephalonia - fought against the Arabs
as part of the Byzantine fleet.”

Some researchers believed that the Mardaites of the 10® century did not consti-
tute a distinct ethnic group and instead argued that the term denoted a special catego-
ry of naval soldiers.?”® In this regard, it is noteworthy that Porphyrogenitus describes
the Mardaites as Aaog t@v yale@v.” Academic literature on the subject underlines
the fact that the scholar emperor mentions the Mardaites along with other distinct
categories of soldiers - ta&dtat and otpati@tal (Vita Basilii, 242, 224), and hence

23 Vita Basilii, 242.

24 Vita Basilii, 224. D. Zakythénos and A. Bon hold that Nasar’s campaign should be dated to 881
(Zakythenos, Ot 2\&Bot év'EXNGSL, 91; Bon, La Péloponneése byzantine, 75), while R. Guilland believes that
it took place in 879, Guilland, Recherches, 171f. A. Vasiliev argues that the year in question was 880 — a view
accepted by J. Cheynet, and 1. Sevéenko, the editor of the critical edition of the fifth volume of Theophanes
Continuatus, Vasiliev, Byzance et les Arabes, 96-99; John Skylitzes (comm. Cheynet), 149 n. 129; Vita Basilii,
224). For more details on Arabo-Byzantine conflicts in this period, cf. Vasiliev, Byzance et les Arabes, 96-99.

25 De cerimoniis, 655, 656, 666, 668; Haldon, Theory, 207, 209, 221, 223.

26 sathas, Documents inédits, LXVIII; Amantos, Mopdaitat, 136; Bartikian,'H hbgn tod aiviypa-
106 T@V Mapdaitwy, 38-39. Other scholars have not recognized the distinction between the ethnic
identity of the Mardaites discussed by Theophanes and the later Mardaite seamen, Zakythénos, Ot ZAdot
év'EANGSL, 91-92; Ahrweiler, Byzance et la mer, 399-400. D. Zakythénos and E. Ahrweiler also provide
an overview of various views on this problem in older scholarship, such as J. P. Fallmerayer’s claim about
the Mardaite ancestry of Peloponnesian Maniots, cf. Fallmerayer, Geschichte, 294f, 302f. A. Rambaud
associates Madaites in the Balkans with the younger Albanian Mirdites, Rambaud, LEmpire grec, 223.
He also accepts Fallmerayer’s claim about the Mardaites and Maniots, Ibid., 214 n. 5. Rambaud mentions
Mardaites in Thrace, Thessaly and the islands, Ibid, 214. J. Bury also mentions Mardaites in Thrace, Bury,
History of the Later Roman Empire, 321. None of these claims about the potential connection between the
Mardaites and Maniotes or Mirdites, or about their presence in Thrace and Thessaly, can be confirmed by
information provided in the sources and can therefore hardly be taken as more than speculations.

27 De cerimoniis, 662; Haldon, Theory, 217.
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concludes that they are also to be considered a military branch rather than an ethnic
group. In favor of this view, it has also been pointed out that the sources offer no direct
information on the colonization of ethnic Mardaites in the region of Peloponnesus.*

This leads us to the following question: if in the 9" and 10™ century the term
‘Mardaites’ denoted a naval branch and not an ethnic group, why is there no mention
of them in all coastal themata that had their own fleets? In the same passages from De
Ceremoniis that mention the Mardaites of the themata of the West, Porphyrogenitus
provides a list of all troops that took part in the expeditions of 910-911, including
oarsmen and soldiers on warships — naval troops from some coastal themata such
as Samos, Hellas and the Aegean Theme.” Similarly, in his account of the campaign
of 949, the scholar emperor also mentions various naval themata such as Samos, the
Aegean Sea and Dyrrhachium. However, there were no Mardaites in these coastal
and island themata, as it would have been expected if the term Mardaites denoted a
naval branch in the military. Mardaites are only ever mentioned in the Theme of the
Cibyrrhaeots and in the three themata of the West, which certainly supports the view
that they were a distinct ethnic group. There is no doubt that life in the Greek milieu
must have contributed to the transformation of their ethnic identity, perhaps even
to the point of assimilation; nevertheless, the fact that they had a special status in
the military-administrative system indicates that they were characterized by a certain
distinctiveness that separated them from the Greek majority in Byzantium.

The Mardaites of Peloponnesus appear for the first time at the beginning of the
last quarter of the 9" century, while the earliest reports of the Mardaites of Cephalonia
and Nicopolis recount events that occurred in the first half of the 10® century. The time
of the Mardaite resettlement in the themata of the West has yet to be established. J.
Bury suggests that the colonization of Peloponnesus occurred as part of the campaign
led by protospatharios Theoctistus, the Peloponnesian stratégos, in the early years of the
reign of Michael III (842-867), basing his conclusion on Porphyrogenitos’s account of
Theoctistus’s campaign in the region.”*® However, Bury allows for the possibility that the
resettlement took place a few decades earlier, under Nicephorus I (802-811).*! Similarly,
W. Treadgold placed the resettlement of the Mardaites in the context of Niciphorus I's
colonization policy discussed by Theophanes. Drawing on the reports of the chronicler,
Treadgold dates their resettlement to 809/810.*> He then proceeds to elaborate his re-
construction of Mardaite colonization, arguing that they came to Peloponnesus from
the Theme of Hellas, where they had relocated in the late 7" century after their removal

28 Bon, La Péloponnése byzantine, 116. He also points out that it is not entirely clear if the men-
tioned Mardaites of Peloponnesus were local recruits or if they were simply an army stationed in Pelopon-
nesus at the time, Bon, La Péloponnése byzantine, 115 n 1.

29 De cerimoniis, 653-654; Haldon, Theory, 205.

30 Bury, History of the Eastern Roman Empire, 378 n. 4.
31 Bury, History of the Eastern Roman Empire, 378.

32 Treadgold, Byzantine Revival, 160.
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from Syria and Lebanon. According to Treadgold, Justinian II split the Mardaites into
two groups — the eastern and the western - and settled them in the themes of the Cib-
yrrhaeots and Hellas.”> However, the sources offer no information on the colonization
of Hellas. Besides their largely seafaring activities, there is nothing to connect the Mar-
daites with this theme. As the reports of neither Theophanes nor Constantine Porphy-
rogenits reveal any information that could unambiguously answer the question of the
time and circumstances of the Mardaite migration to the West, these views can hardly
be accepted. Theophanes generally discusses the relocation of Christians from the the-
mata to Sklaviniai** while Porphyrogenitus mentions Theoctistus’s campaign against
the Slavs in Peloponnesus with the support of the members of other Western themata,
but provides no information that could be associated with the Mardaites.*

Both Bury and Treadgold were however correct when they placed the coloniza-
tion of the Mardaites in the 9" century. It seems improbable that the resettlement of the
Mardaites to the West could have occurred before this time, especially not in the late 7%
century - at the time the peace treaty between Abd al-Malik and Justinian II was agreed,
because at this time Constantinople did not have a firm hold in Peloponnesus. There-
fore it is difficult to believe that a part of them was moved to the Balkans concurrently
with their resettlement in Attaleia. Byzantine rule in Peloponnesus was not consolidated
until a century after the treaty between al-Malik and Justinian II or, more accurately,
after Stauracius’s campaign that led to the Byzantine conquest of a substantial part of
Peloponnesus in 783.% Therefore, the stationing of a Mardaite garrison in the southern
Balkans could have occurred between 783 and 877/878, when they appear in this re-
gion for the first time. Consequently, it can be inferred that the Mardaite colonists did
not arrive in the Balkans from Syria or Lebanon but from Attaleia in the Theme of the

33 Treadgold, Army, 118.
34 Theophanes, 486.
35 DAL, c. 50, p. 232.

36 There are different opinions about the time of the establishment of the Peloponnesian theme. H.
Gelzer believed that it was founded at the beginning of Michael IIT’s reign and associated its establishment
with the arrival of stratégos Theoctistus, Gelzer, Die Genesis, 91. Based on the information on the stratégos
of Peloponnesus provided in the anonymous work Historia de Leone Bardae Armenii Filio, E. W. Brooks
writes that the theme must have been established before 811, Brooks, Arabic Lists, 69 n. 4; cf. Leo Grammat-
icus (Scriptor Incertus), 336. In view of the emperor's political and ecclesiastical activity in Peloponnesus,
J. Bury was of the opinion that Nicephorus I had been responsible for the establishment of this theme, cf.
Bury, History of the Eastern Roman Empire, 224, 378. A. Bon suggests the time frame of 802-812, Bon, La
Péloponnése byzantine, 46. Similarly, D. Zakythinos and W. Treadgold also attribute the establishment of the
theme to Nicephorus I, Zakythinos, Le theme de Céphalonie, 310; Treadgold, Byzantine Revival, 160. The
editors of the Dumbarton Oaks Catalogue of Byzantine Seals propose that it took place around 800, Nesbitt -
Oikonomides, Catalogue II, 62. P. Lemerle holds that the establishment of thematic institutions began under
Nicephorus I, but notes that the first official reference to this theme dates from the middle or second half
of the 9™ century, Lemerle, La Chronique, 31-32 n. 49. On the other hand, G. Ostrogorski believed that the
theme was established as a result of Stauracius’s conquest, Ostrogorski, Postanak tema Helade i Peloponez, 73.
T. Zivkovi¢ dates its establishment to the period 784-788 and sees it as part of Empress Irene’s active Western
policy, Zivkovié, Date of the Creation of the theme of Peloponnesus, 153. P. Charanis claims that the theme
was founded in the first half of the 8" century and associates its establishment with the division of the Theme
of the Karabisianoi, Charanis, Observations, 11. However, there is little in the sources to support this view.
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Cibyrrhaeots, where they had lived since the late 7" century and constituted a part of a
separate military-administrative unit led by a katepano.

The accounts provided by Theophanes and Porphyrogenitus cited by Bury and
Treadgold in favor of their claims cannot be associated with the Mardaite migration.
There is, however, another source that reports on the resettlement of soldiers from
the East — soldiers that might have included Mardaites. The source in question is the
Chronicle of Monemvasia, whose author recounts the settlement of the Thracesians,
Armenians and certain Kaféroi (... Kagnpovg te xai @paknoiovg kai Apeviovg kal
Atmovdg amo Stagdpwv oMWY ...) in the Theme of the Peloponnese.” Building on the
hypothesis of P. Charanis that the Kaféroi denote the inhabitants of the Theme of the
Cibyrrhaeots,* it can be assumed that these were in fact the Attaleian (or Cibyrrhae-
ot) Mardaites. Charanis believes that the author of the Chronicle of Monemvasia had
access to information about the settlers while recounting these events, and that the
original used the abbreviated form Kibyrr/Koibair (Kipvpp/KoBaip) for those from
the Theme of the Cibyrrhaeots, which the chronicler then miscopied as Kaféroi.*

Scholars have yet to reach a consensus on the identity of the mysterious Kaféroi.
F. Dolger finds Charanis’s identification of the Kaferoi with the Cibyrrhaeots too dar-
ing.” P. Lemerle is of the opinion that the name of this group derives from the Arab
word kafir, which meant ‘convert’ and that hence the Kaféroi were probably Christian-
ized Muslims who were resettled in Peloponnesus after their conversion.*' S. Lambros
and A. Vasiliev sought a connection between these Kaféroi and the Kabaroi/Kabeiroi
mentioned in other sources (Porphyrogenitus’s De Administrando Imperio, Theoph-
anes Continuatus, Genesius’ chronicle, Scylitzes’s Synopsis of Histories, and the History
by Nicephorus Bryennius).* I. Duj¢ev, who edited the critical edition of the Chronicle
of Monemvasia, does not explicitly espouse any of the suggested answers.*

37 Cronica di Monemvasia, 22.

38 Charanis, Chronicle of Monemvasia, 154 n. 50.

39 Tbid. 154 n. 50.

40 Ddlger, P. Charanis, The Chronicle of Monemvasia, 218-219.

41 [ emerle, La Chronique, 20 n. 28. This interpretation is also seen as viable by Treadgold, Byz-
antine Revival, 162. T. Zivkovi¢ accepts Lemerle’s view and associates the converts (Kaféroi) with the
barbarians of Peloponnesus who at one point denounced Christianity and rebelled against the Empire, as
recounted in Vita Basilii, Zivkovié, Juzni Sloveni, 128 n. 287; cf. Vita Basilii, 216, 218.

42 Lampros, Tlepi ktioews MovepBaciag Xpovikov, 113 n. 1; Vasiliev., Slavjane v Grecii, 657 n. 2.
Porphyrogenitus mentions a Turkic ethnic group named Kapapot, DAI I, c. 39, 40, p. 174, 176; DAI I,
149; Cf. Scylitzes, 445, 449. Theophanes’s continuator, Genesius and Scylitzes include an ethnic group
called Kapeipot among the participants in the rebellion of Thomas the Slav, Theoph. Cont (edd. Feath-
erstone - Codorier), 82; Genesius, 24; Scylitzes, 32. In his commentary of Scylitzes’s Synopsis of Histories,
J.-CL Cheynet emphasized that this refers to the inhabitants of the classical city of Cabira (later Neocaesar-
ea) in Pontus, John Skylitzes (comm. Cheynet), 35 n. 37. P. Charanis is of the opinion that this ethnonym
should be read as Zapeipo, as this form appears in the manuscript of Genesius’s chronicle, which is the
more reliable source in this case, Charanis, Chronicle of Monemvasia, 154 n. 50. Nicephorus Bryennius
mentions the non-Christian Kafeipot in the 11" century in the East, Niceph. Bryennius, 95.

43 Cronica di Monemvasia, 23 n. 68.
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In view of the fact that the quoted passage from the Chronicle of Monemvasia
mentions the Kaféroi together with the Thracesians (the inhabitants of the Thrace-
sian Theme) and the Armenians (probably the members of the Armeniac Theme),*
Charanis’s suggestion that the name Kaféroi was derived from the name of a theme
seems correct. In this case, the theme in question was certainly the Theme of the Cib-
yrrhaeots. The Cibyrrhaeots who were resettled at the time could have easily included
the Mardaites of Attaleia. Accordingly, Nicephorus I can be assumed to have been
responsible for the resettlement of the Mardaites of Asia Minor in the Balkans. The
emperor is generally known to have implemented comprehensive colonization mea-
sures throughout the Empire, resettling the Byzantine stratiotai in Sklaviniai of the
Southern Balkans.* If the local tradition recounted by the Chronicle of Monemvasia is
to be believed, Nicephorus I also organized the return of Peloponnesians from Italy,
where they had fled after a Slavic invasion in the 6" century, to their homeland.*® Their
return was meant to strengthen Byzantine rule in the Peloponnesus and to suppress
the Slavic ethnic element in the region. There is no doubt that the Mardaite settlement
should also be interpreted in this light.

Coming back to Porphyrogenitus’s reports about the battles for Syracuse and
Nasar’s expedition - the first reference to the Mardaites in the West, we notice that the
scholar emperor offers no mention of the Mardaites of either Cephalonia or Nicop-
olis, limiting his information to those of Peloponnesus. The first reference to the
Mardaite units of Cephalonia and Nicopolis appears in relation to the expedition of
949, although the Mardaites of the West are mentioned - but not individually listed
- during the campaign of 910-911.%8 Writing about the participation of Mardaite sea-
men in this expedition, the author uses the phrase Mapdaitat tiig Sboewg, suggesting
that at the time they not only made up a part of the Peloponnesian Theme, but that
they were also stationed in a wider territory defined by the author first as the West
and in the following passage as the themata of the West. Therefore it can be inferred
that in the time of the campaign of 910-911, the Mardaites were already settled on
the territory wider than the Peloponnesus, i.e. that they were already part of the other
two themata of the West. Consequently, the terminus ante quem of their stationing in
Nicopolis and Cephalonia seems to have been 910-911. Their resettlement certainly
could not have occurred before Nasar’s expedition of 880. Accordingly, their transfer

44 P Charanis believes that these were probably the members of the Armeniac Theme, but allows
that the author of the Chronicle could have meant ethnic Armenians, Charanis, Chronicle of Monemvasia,
155 n. 51. I. Dujéev again remains undecided on the problem, Cronica di Monemvasia, 23 n. 70.

45 Theophanes, 486.

46 Cronica di Monemvasia, 12, 20. On the colonization measures of Nicephorus I, cf. Treadgold,
Byzantine Revival, 157f.

47 De cerimoniis, 665; Haldon, Theory, 221 (Mapdaitat T@v tig Sboews Oepdtwv Nikomole-
wg, [Tehomovvrioov, Kepahnviag), De cerimoniis, 668; Haldon, Theory, 223 (Mapdaital t@v tfig dhoewg
Oepdtwv).

48 De cerimoniis, 655; Haldon, Theory, 207 (Mapdaitat tf|g Svoewc), De cerimoniis, 656; Haldon,
Theory, 209 (Mapdaitat i SOoewg).



MILOS CVETKOVIC: The Settlement of the Mardaites and their Military-Administrative... 75

to Nicopolis and Cephalonia should be dated to 880-910/911.* Their colonization
could have happened immediately after Nasar’s campaign (as a result of this offensive)
and was probably meant to reinforce Byzantine military power in Cephalonia and the
nearby coast of Epirus, which were exposed to Arab naval attacks. In view of Constan-
tinople’s practice of settling soldiers in newly established thematic divisions in order
to boost their recruiting potential, the resettlement of the Mardaites in Epirus could
be associated with the formation of the Theme of Nicopolis in the 880s or 890s.* The
settlement of Mardaite units in Peloponnesus in the early stages of the establishment
of Peloponnesian thematic institutions followed a similar scenario.

% sk ok

The Mardaites of the themata of the West were organized into units headed by
tourmarchai. Describing the campaigns against Syria and Crete, at one point Porphy-
rogenitus mentions three Mardaite tourmarchai.> As the Mardaites are known to have
been resettled in three Balkan themata, it seems logical that there was a Mardaite unit
led by a tourmarches in each of them.

In terms of their recruiting potential, 5,087 Mardaites of the themata of the
West took part in the expedition of 910-911 with 87 officers (three tourmarchai; 42
droungarioi; 42 komeétes) and 5,000 troops.>* A total of 3,000 Mardaite troops fought in
the campaign of 949 in three Balkan themata.”® Accordingly, the number of recruits in
a single Mardaite unit varied from 1,000 to 2,000. This number generally corresponds
to the number of troops in one thematic tourma in this period.*

49 1t seems that the Theme of Cephalonia was established before 809. The author of the Royal
Frankish Annals mentions Paul, the Prefectus of Cephalonia, who at this time fought against the Franks on
the Dalmatian coast, Annales regni Francorum, 130f. The Cephalonian prefectus Paul is usually believed
to have been the strategos of this theme, Ostrogorski, Postanak tema Helade i Peloponez, 74; De thematibus,
174f; Les listes de préséance, 352. The Cephalonian stratégos was included in the list of officials in Tacticon
Uspensky (842-843), Les listes de préséance, 49. Sigilographic evidence suggests that the theme could have
also been founded in the 8" century, Laurent, Vatican, 96 n. 1; Nesbitt - Oikonomides, Catalogue I, 1.

50 The first mention of this theme or, more accurately, to the stratégos of Nicopolis appears in the
Kletorologion of Philotheos, which has been dated to 899, Les listes de préséance, 101. As the previous Tac-
ticon Uspensky (842-843) contains no reference to the stratégos of Nicopolis, the formation of the theme
seems to have occurred in the period between the writing of these two works. Unlike the Western themata
of Sicily, Cephalonia, Dyrrhachium and Peloponnesus, this theme did not provide troops for the Italian
expedition of 885, which seems to suggest that the Theme of Nicopolis had yet to be formed at this time.
For more information on this campaign, see Theoph. Cont. - Georg. Monachus (ed. Bekker), 845, Leo
Grammaticus, 258. Cf. Les listes de préséance, 351; De thematibus, 176; Nesbitt — Oikonomides, Catalogue
11, 9.

51 De cerimoniis, 656; Haldon, Theory, 209.
52 De cerimoniis, 656; Haldon, Theory, 209.
53 De cerimoniis, 665, 668; Haldon, Theory, 221, 223.

54 The Tactica of Leo VI provides important information about the recruiting potential of military
divisions, Taktika, c. 4.47, p. 60, c. 18.146, p. 496. Generally, this work repeats much of the contents of older
(Late Roman) military treatises (on the sources for Leos Tactica, cf. Haldon, Critical Commentary, 39f); for-
tunately, a few works on Byzantine themata by Arab and Persian geographers have survived from the same
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Porphyrogenitus even provides their payroll, informing us that the Mardaites of
the West were paid 4 kenténaria, 66 litrai and 32 nomismata for their participation in
the campaign (910-911). In addition, 1,000 soldiers were to be paid 8 nomismata each
or 1 kentenarion, 11 litrai and 8 nosmismata in total.”® Elsewhere in the text, the em-
peror writes about the recruitment remuneration and reports that the three Mardaite
tourmarchai were paid 36 nomismata each; the 42 droungarioi 12 nomismata each; the
42 kometes 6 nomismata each; and the remaining 5,000 soldiers received 4 nomismata
each.” The payment of 36 nomismata for Mardaite tourmarchai corresponds to the
wages of other fourmarchai in the Empire at the time. This is suggested by a passage
in the Tactica of Emperor Leo VI, which lists the wages of thematic functionaries and
informs us that the strategoi received 1 litra of gold (72 nomismata), while the tour-
marchai were paid 36 nomismata, the droungarioi 24, and the komeétes 12.%

period, allowing a comparative analysis. Writing in the 9* and the first half of the 10" century respectively,
Ibn-Khordadhbeh and Kodéma also provide insight into the structure and recruiting potential of Byzantine
themata, Kitéb, 84 (Ibn-Khordadhbeh), 196 (Kod4dma). The number of available troops varied from theme
to theme, as evidenced by the information provided by Ibn al-Fagqih in the early 10" century, Brooks, Arabic
Lists, 74, 76. According to these sources, in the 9" and early 10" century the number of troops in a single
tourma varied between 2,000 and 6,000. However, these figures refer to the full military potential of a tour-
ma. Usually only a part of the available recruits was used in campaigns. Hence in some campaigns a tourma
numbered less than 2,000 and in some cases several hundred men. Porphyrogenitus’s De Cerermoniis men-
tions that the Thracesian Theme participated in the offensive against Syria and Crete in 910-911 with 3,000
troops divided into four fourmai, De cerimoniis, 655; Haldon, Theory, 207. This suggests that the tourmar-
chai commanded units that numbered less than 1,000 men. The situation was similar in previous centuries.
For example, a 300-strong unit led by Christopher, the tourmarches of the Thracesian Theme, participated
in a punitive expedition against Cherson organized by Justinian II in 711, Thepohanes, 378-379. In 715/716
Leo, the stratégos of the Theme of the Anatolics who would go on to become emperor, sent a detachment of
800 troops led by the tourmarchés Nikaias to defend Amorium against an Arab attack, Thepohanes, 388-389.

3 Totalling 5 kenténaria, 77 litrai and 42 nomismata, De cerimoniis, 655; Haldon, Theory, 207.
The scribes who later copied the manuscript miscalculated the totals. The total should be 5:77:40, Haldon,
Theory, 206 n. 15.

56 Totalling 2 kenténaria, 99 litrai and 56 nomismata, De cerimoniis, 656; Haldon, Theory, 209.
The calculation is again inaccurate and the total should be 2:89:56, Haldon, Theory, 208 n. 21. Treadgold
finds the information about 42 droungarioi and 42 kométes dubious. Since the komeétes usually command-
ed units of 200 men and the droungarioi units of at least 400, the total number of Mardaite troops would
have amounted to 8,400 or 16,800. In his opinion, the scribe mistakenly included this data in his copy,
Treadgold, Army, 119. However, the following lines in the same work describe the command chain of
the Armenians from the Theme of Sebasteia, which numbered around 1,000 troops commanded by 5
tourmarchai, 10 droungarioi and 8 kométes, De cerimoniis, 656; Haldon, Theory, 209. This would sug-
gest that the droungarioi led detachments of 100 soldiers. Obviously, the recruiting potential of the units
could vary (notably, the kometes could command a bandon with no more than 50 troops, Sylloge Tac-
ticorum, c. 35.5, p. 56). In view of these facts, the reports on the number of Mardaite droungarioi and
kometes quoted above should not be discarded as inaccurate or impossible, cf. Haldon, Theory, 249 n. 45.

57 Taktika, c. 8.26, p. 152. In De Ceremoniiis, Porpyrogenits lists the wages of the officers in the
thematic fleet in the campaign against Crete in 949: the tourmarchai were paid 30 nomismata, the droun-
garioi 20, and the kometes 6, De cerimoniis, 662; Haldon, Theory, 215, 217. The officers of the Theme of
Charpezikion and the Armenians in the Theme of Sebasteia received slightly lower wages. For example, in
the campaign of 910-911, tourmarchai received 12 nomismata; droungarioi 6, and kometes 5, De cerimo-
niis, 656; Haldon, Theory, 209. In the Theme of Charpezikion, for their participation in the Cretan
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The hierarchy of the army officer ranks in Mardaite units of the themata of
the West in the first half of the 10" century (tourmarcheés — droungarios — komés)*
was identical to that of the commanding officers under the strategoi in Byzantine
themata, as described in the Tactica of Leo VI, the works of Arab authors such as
ibn-Khordadhbeh and Kodama,* and to a certain extent the Klétorologion of Philo-
theos® (these works were written in the span of a century - from the mid-9" to the
mid-10" century).

The similarities between the command hierarchy in Byzantine themata and
their subdivisions on one hand and Mardaite units led by tourmarchai on the oth-
er provide grounds for a comparison of the military-administrative competences of
their commanders. This is also indicated by the same wages received by Mardaite
commanders and the leaders of other tourmai in the Empire. The military-admin-
istrative purview of the tourmarchai of the Byzantine themata was very limited and
mostly related to military duties such as preparing for planned campaigns; securing
the necessary supply of food, equipment, tools and weapons;** and ensuring the safety
of the population, land and cities.®® The tourmarchai were also in charge of the con-
struction and upkeep of forts.* Like the strategoi, they enjoyed a level of judicial pow-
er. According to the anonymous Tactica from the 10" century, the judicial competenc-
es of the strategoi were twofold: personal, which involved their jurisdiction over their
subordinate troops (... kpitvwv ToLG éykaloDvTag €Ml TOIG OTPATIWTIKOLG TIPAYHATLY
...); and territorial — their judicial authority in the thematic district (... dtowdv ta év
@ O¢patt dvakvntovta ...). In this territory the stratégos acted as the Emperor’s exec-
utive organ, resolving legal disputes and passing judgments. Similarly, the author of
the Tactica informs us, the tourmarchai performed governance duties in their respec-
tive tourmai (... eixe 8¢ xai 0 Tovppudpxng TA¢ idiag avTod Todppag Tapd ToD VooV
Kkai Tiig Paocthikijg mpootdtews e Eovaiag Tag Kpioelg, KATd TOVG EMIKPATOAVTAG
TUTIOVG Kal T& TovTWV Tpovopa).® It is important to note that in interior of the Em-
pire in the middle Byzantine period, judicial duties were mostly entrusted to thematic

campaign of 949, grand tourmarchai (ueydlat tovpuapyat) and merarchai received 5 nomismata; the low-
er tourmarchai (¢kattotepol Tovpudpxat) 4; and droungarioi 3, De cerimoniis, 662; Haldon, Theory, 217.
For the wages of thematic soldiers and officers and related questions see Lemerle, "Roga’, 77-100; Tread-
gold, State Finances; Yannopoulos, Une liste des thémes, 241-246 ; Cheynet, Malamut, Morrisson, Prix et
salaires, 366-367.

58 De cerimoniis, 656; Haldon, Theory, 209.

59 Taktika, c. 4.6, p. 505 c. 4.11, p. 52; c. 4.47, p. 60; c. 14.59, p. 326; c. 18.146, p. 496.
60 Kitab (Ibn-Khordadhbeh), 84; Kitab (Kodima), 196.

Les listes de préséance, 109.

62 Taktika, c. 7.35, p. 122; c. 11.41, p. 212.

63 Thepohanes, 388-389.

This is attested by an inscription on the fortress of Philippi, which credits stratégos Romanus
(probably the governor of the Theme of Strymon) and tourmarchés Leo for the construction of the for-
tress, Lemerle, Le chateau de Philippes, 107.

65 Le traité sur la guérilla, 111; Three Treatises, 216.
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judges (kritai) who were assisted by the protonotarios, as evidenced by the informa-
tion provided in the quoted section from the Tactica. Although the sources provide no
information that could unambiguously confirm this, there is no reason to doubt that
the competences of the Mardaite tourmarchai at least partially mirrored the duties
performed by tourmarchai in typical Byzantine themata.

The peculiar organization of the Balkan Mardaites, who were spread over three
themata in the Balkans and organized into fourmai, partially corresponds to the organi-
zation of the so-called Persian tourmai, which were scattered in themata throughout the
Empire. These fourmai were comprised of Persians or Khurramites — the members of a
religious and political movement that had originated in Persia. In the early 830s, under
the leadership of Nasr, a commander of Kurdish or Persian ancestry, they rebelled against
the Abbasid Caliphate in the area of Jibal. The uprising was quickly put down and Nasr
found refuge in the Byzantine Empire.® Scholars have identified the figure named Nasr
in Arab, Armenian and Syrian sources as the military commander known in Byzantine
sources as Theophobus.” Having entered Byzantine service, Nasr/Theophobus fought in
Theophilus’s campaigns against the Arabs. At one point, however, his soldiers cancelled
their allegiance to the Emperor and proclaimed their commander the new emperor. The
revolt took place after the Battle of Dazimon in 838. Theophilus’ retaliation was reflected
in the position of this group in the Byzantine military-administrative apparatus. As a
punitive measure, instead of constituting a single group the Khurramites were split into
several 2,000-strong turmai (todppat Ilepgv) and stationed in different themata.®

The sources record various types of military-administrative units through
which ethnic communities were integrated into the theme system. The most notable
among them were archontiai, which enjoyed a degree of self-government but were
subordinated to central authority and its representatives — the thematic strategoi. The
archontiai were the usual means of integrating Slavs; the Peloponnesian Maniots; the
enigmatic Ebiditai; the Béchetai of Hellas; and the Vlachs of the same theme.® In the
early stages of integration, Constantinople acknowledged the authority of their tribal
leaders and institutionalized it by granting them the title of archon and a correspond-
ing honorific rank. However, from the very beginning the central authorities tended
to appoint their own men to these offices in the aim of fully integrating and assimilat-
ing these ethnarchies.”

66 Rekaya, Théophobe, 43f.

67 Although some Byzantine authors recount legendary stories about Theophobus’s background,
there is little doubt that this was in fact the name given to Nasr after he entered Byzantine service and
converted to Christianity, Grégoire, Manuel et Théophobe, 186f.

68 Theoph. Cont. (edd. Featherstone — Codorier), 178, 180; Genesius, 41. Cf. Treadgold, Byzantine
Revival, 314; Cheynet, Théophile, 39f; Rosser, Theophilus’ Khurramite policy, 269f.

%9 On the integration of different ethnic groups in the theme system, cf. Cvetkovié, Nize jedinice, 190f.

70 This policy is aptly illustrated by a passage in the Tactica of Leo VI, where the author recounts
how his father Basil I subjugated the Slavs to Byzantine archontes, and Hellenized and Christianized them
to secure their military support, Taktika, c. 18. 95, p. 470.
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A somewhat lower degree of self-government than that of the archontiai was
enjoyed by the ethnic fourmai, which were used to integrate some groups (such as
the Khurramites, the Goths in Crimea,”* Bulgarians™ in Chalcidice, or the mysterious
Ebiditai)” into the theme system. Since the term tourma denoted a lower unit within a

71 The seal of Leo, the imperial spatarios and the tourmarchés of Gothia, bears evidence to the ex-
istence of a separate, ethnicity-based military-administrative unit in the thematic organization of Crimea,
which was used to integrate the local Goths into the Byzantine military-administrative system. The seal
seems to have been made in the second half of the 10" century, more accurately after 970/971, when John
I Tzimiskes defeated the Russians and Pechenegs and facilitated the rise of Byzantine influence in Crimea,
Alekséenko, Un tourmarque de Gothie, 271-275. Considering the principles of thematic organization at the
time, the tourmarches of Gothia must have been subordinated to one of the strategoi, probably the one in
Cherson. On the Byzantine administration in Cherson, cf. Alekseyenko, Ladministration byzantine de Cher-
son. However, little can be said of the nature and later fate of this unit, as the sources offer very scarce infor-
mation about them. Since the Empire began to withdraw from its positions in Crimea in the 11" century, the
tourma was probably short-lived. In the 11™ century the Goths were exposed to a new political and military
element in the plains of Southern Russia — the Cumans. On Cuman domination, cf. Vasiliev, Goths in the
Crimea, 136f. The gradual retreat of the Empire from Crimea led to the disbandment of the Gothic tourma.

72" A document kept in the archives of the Monastery of Iviron on Mount Athos — an act passed
by judge Nicholas from 996 - informs us that in the late 10" century there was a military-administrative
unit in Chalcidice headed by a certain Basil, the tourmarchés of the Bulgarians, Actes d’Iviron I, n°. 10, p.
169f. The sources generally either mention a tourmarchés with the name of the theme they belonged to or
the tourma they governed. In this case, the reference to Bulgarians certainly does not refer to the Theme of
Bulgaria (which had yet to be formed), but to the name of the ethnic group led by this functionary. On the
establishment of the Theme of Bulgaria, cf. Krsmanovi¢, Byzantine, 192f. There is no doubt that this unit
was established in a bid to integrate the local Bulgarians into the Byzantine theme system. Based on the
fact that Chalcidice belonged to the administrative-territorial framework of the Theme of Thessalonica,
the tourma was probably part of the same theme, Nesbitt - Oikonomides, Catalogue I, 77.

73 Three extant seals dated to the 8-9 century bear evidence to the existence of a separate mili-
tary-administrative unit of the Ebiditai (or Ebilitai), Zacos — Veglery, Seals I, n° 2647; McGeet, Nesbitt, Oi-
konomides, Catalogue V, n° 95.1; Konstantopoulos, Bulavtiakd poAvBdopoviia, n° 299; McGeer, Nesbitt,
Oikonomides, Catalogue V, n° 95.2. Since there is no information on the mysterious Ebiditai except this
sigilographic evidence, little can be said of their origin, identity and nature. E. Ahrweiler is of the opin-
ion that they were an ethnic group, Ahrweiler, Byzance et la mer, 58. On the other hand, in the commen-
tary for the first and third seal, the Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks highlights the simi-
larity between the name of the Ebiditai and the toponym Euboea, suggesting that these seals belonged
to functionaries who governed the island of Euboea, McGeer, Nesbitt, Oikonomides, Catalogue V, p. 139.
The only piece of information that could offer an indication of the origin of the Ebiditai is the partially illeg-
ible name of an archon on the first of these seals. The researchers of the Zacos — Veglery Collection, which
was the first to publish the seal, offered no interpretation of the name, Zacos - Veglery, Seals I, n° 2647. The
editors of the Dumbarton Oaks edition propose that the name in question is Moptayog, but allow for the
possibility that this was a similar name of proto-Bulgarian origin, McGeer, Nesbitt, Oikonomides, Catalogue
V, n° 95.1. Consequently, they highlight the possible link between the Ebiditai and the Bulgarians who rose
against Krum and fled to Byzantium around 800, after which the Bulgarian ruler demanded that they return
home, McGeer, Nesbitt, Oikonomides, Catalogue V, n° 95.1. Cf. Thepohanes, 497, 498. In his discussion of
this problem, W. Seibt hypothesizes that the name in question might be Bondpayog, hypothesizing that it
referred to a Slavic tribe, Seibt, Weitere Beobachtungen, 462-464. T. Zivkovi¢ also believes that the Ebiditai
could have been a Slavic tribe (and does not quote Seibt’s conclusions), Zivkovié, Juzni Sloveni, 235-236.
However, since none of the suggested interpretations can be accepted as unambiguous, the question of the
origin of the Ebiditai remains open. Interestingly, the Ebiditai are reported to have been led both by archon
and tourmarches. The archon office was probably the result of their non-Hellenic ethnicity and semi-inde-
pendent status, like that of the Slavic tribes. On the other hand, the office of tourmarcheés indicates that the
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Byzantine theme, it suggests that the integration of these ethnic groups was fuller than
that of ethnic archontiai. This is also evidenced by the fact that most of these tour-
mai were formed in Constantinople’s planned colonization programs. The tourmai
of the Khurramites and Mardaites are known to have been formed as a result of the
centralized decision to have them redistributed in different themata. This could have
been the case with the Bulgarians in Chalcidice. The only exception would have been
the Goths of Crimea, who had inhabited the Crimean peninsula for centuries before
their integration into the theme system. The commanders of these units were directly
subordinated to the strategoi of the themata to which their tourmai geographically be-
longed. On the other hand, the fact that the names of the listed tourmai were derived
from the names of ethnic groups disallows their classification into the same category
with regular thematic fourmai, which were usually named after the fort that served as
the seat of the tourmarcheés.”

Although the Mardaites of the West were scattered in different themata, in mili-
tary campaigns they fought as a single unit, as indicated by the phrase ‘Mardaites of the
themata of the West’ used to collectively refer to them. The hypothesis that they lived in
different themata but fought together in campaigns is also attested by the payroll provided
by Porphyrogenitus: instead of sums for each theme, it lists the total of 166 litrai and 48
nomismata for the four-month engagement of all Western Mardaites in the campaign of
949 (each of the 3,000 soldiers received a monthly salary of 1 nomisma, while a certain
patrikios named Krinités received 36 litrai).”> The mention of Krinités suggests that he
perhaps commanded all Mardaite units of the themata of the West during the expedition.

leader of this unit was directly subordinated to a local stratégos and had very limited autonomy. In view of
Constantinople’s tendency to unify provincial governance and integrate barbarian groups into its theme
system in the 8" and 9" century by gradually reducing their autonomy, it can be assumed that the Ebiditai
initially enjoyed an autonomous status and were headed by an archon until they were eventually transformed
into a fourma and integrated into one of the Byzantine themata based on the geographic principle, as had
been the case with Gothia in Crimea.

74 For more details, cf. Cvetkovié, Nize jedinice, 52f.

7> De cerimoniis, 668; Haldon, Theory, 223. On the possible kinship ties of Krinités, cf. Haldon,
Theory, 290f. n. 195; PmbZ, n° 24202. Krinités was to be paid by patrikios Michaél Ouranos. For more
details on the latter, cf. Haldon, Theory, 290f n. 195; PmbZ, n° 25186.



MILOS CVETKOVIC: The Settlement of the Mardaites and their Military-Administrative... 81

JINCTA PEOEPEHIIM - LIST OF REFERENCES
VsBopu — Primary Sources

Actes d’Iviron I. Des origines au milieu du XIsiécle, edd. J. Lefort, N. Oikonomidés, D. Papachryssanthou,
H. Métrévéli, Archives de I'Athos XIV, Paris 1985.

Alekséenko N. A., Un tourmarque de Gothie sur un sceau inédit de Cherson, Revue des études byzantines
54 (1996).

Annales regni Francorum et Annales Q. D. Einhardi, Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Scriptores, Scrip-
tores rerum Germanicarum in usum scholarum separatim editi, edd. G. H. Pertz - F. Kruze, Han-
novera 1895.

Brooks E. W., Arabic Lists of the Byzantine Themes, Journal of Hellenic Studies 21 (1901).
Chronique de Michel le Syrien IL, IV, ed. J.-B. Chabot, Paris 1901, 1910.

Chronographiae quae Theophanis continuati nomine fertur liber quo Vita Basilii Imperatoris amplectitur,
ed. I. Sevcenko, Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 42, Berlin 2011.

Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De Administrando Imperio, vol. I, edd. Gy. Moravesik - R. ]. H. Jenkins
(New, Revised Edition), Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 1, Washington, D. C. 1967; vol. II,
Commentary by E Dvornik, R. J. H. Jenkins, B. Lewis, Gy. Moravcsik, D. Obolensky, S. Runciman,
London 1962.

Constantini Porphyrogeniti imperatoris De cerimoniis aulae Byzantinae I, ed. J. J. Reiske, Corpus Scripto-
rum Historiae Byzantinae 16, Bonna 1829.

Constantino Porfirogenito, De thematibus, ed. A. Pertusi, Studi e Testi 160, Vaticano 1952.
Cronica di Monemvasia, ed. I. Dujcev, Palermo 1976.

Georgius Cedrenus, Ioannis Scylitzae ope I, ed. I. Bekker, Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae 8,
Bonna 1838.

Haldon J., Theory and Practice in Tenth-Century Military Administration: Chapters II, 44 and 45 of the
Book of Cerimonies, Travaux et Mémoires 13 (2000).

TIoannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum, ed. I. Thurn, Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin —
New York 1973.

Ioannis Zonarae Epitomae historiarum III, ed. M. Pinderi, Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae 49,
Bonna 1897.

Tosephi Genesii Regum Libri Quattuor, edd. A. Lesmiiller-Werner — I. Thurn, Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 14, Berlin - New York 1978.

John Skylitzes, A Synopsis of Byzantine History 811-1057, trans. J. Wortley, introduce. J.-Cl. Cheynet - B.
Flusin, comm. J.-Cl. Cheynet, Cambridge 2010.

Kitab al-masalik wa’l mamalik, ed. M. J. de Goeje, Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum VI, Lugduni
Batavorum (Leiden) 1889.

Kitab al‘Unvan. Histoire universelle, écrite par Agapius de Menbidj. Seconde partie. Fasc. 2, ed. A. A.
Vasiliev, Patrologia Orientalis 8, Paris 1912.

Konstantopoulos K. M., Bulavtiakd poAvpdopovAla tov év Movoeio ABrvaig EOvikod Noyiopatikod
Movoeiov, Athénai 1917 [Konstantopoulos K. M., Byzantiaka molybdoboulla tou en Mouseio
Athénais Ethnikou Nomismatikou Mouseiou, Athénai 1917].

Laurent V., Les sceaux byzantins du Médaillier Vatican, Vatican 1962.

Le traité sur la guérilla (De velitatione) de lempereur Nicephore Phocas (963-969), edd. G. Dagron - H.
Mihdescu, Paris 1986.

Leonis Grammatici Chronographia, ed. I. Bekker, Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae 31, Bonna 1842.
Les listes de préséance byzantines des IX®et X¢siecles, ed. N. Oikonomidés, Paris 1972.

McGeer E., Nesbitt ]., Oikonomides N., Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg
Museum of Art V, Washington, D. C. 2005.



82 3PBM LIV (2017) 65-85

Nesbitt ]. - Oikonomides N., Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum
of Art IT, Washington, D. C. 1994.

Nesbitt . - Oikonomides N., Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum
of Art I, Washington, D. C. 1991.

Nicephori Bryenii Historiarum libri quattuor, ed. P. Gautier, Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9,
Bruxelles 1975.

Nicephori Patriarchae Constantinopolitanae Breviarium Historicum, ed. C. Mango, Corpus Fontium
Historiae Byzantinae 13, Washington, D. C. 1990.

Sylloge Tacticorum, ed. A. Dain, Paris 1938.
The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor, trans. and comm. C. Mango - R. Scott, Oxford 1997.

The Origins of the Islamic State, being a Translation from the Arabic, Accompanied with Annotations,
Geographic and Historic Notes of the Kitab futéh al-buldan of al-Imdm abu-1 Abbas Ahmad ibn-
-Jabir al-Baladhuri by Ph. Hitti, London 1916.

The Taktika of Leo VI (Revised Edition), ed. G. Dennis, Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 49, Wa-
shington, D. C. 2014.

Theophanes Continuatus, Ioannes Cameniata, Symeon Magister, Georgius Monachus, ed. I. Bekker, Cor-
pus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae 45, Bonna 1838.

Theophanis Chronographia I, ed. C. De Boor, Lipsiae 1883.

Theophanis Continuati Libri I-IV, edd. M. Featherstone - ]. Signes Codofier, Corpus Fontium Historiae
Byzantinae 53, Boston - Berlin 2015.

Three Byzantine Military Treatises, ed. G. Denis, Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 25, Washington,
D. C. 1985.

Zacos G. - Nesbitt ]., Byzantine Lead Seals II, Berne 1984.
Zacos G. - Veglery A., Byzantine Lead Seals I, Basel 1972.

JInteparypa — Secondary Works

Ahrweiler H., Byzance et la mer, Paris 1966.
Alekseyenko N., Ladministration byzantine de Cherson. Catalogue des sceaux, Paris 2012.
Amantos K., Mapdaitat, ENnvika 5 (1932) [Amantos K., Mardaitai, Hellenika 5 (1932)].

Bartikian Ch.,"H A0gn tod aiviypatog t@v Mapdaitwy, Bulavtiov. A@iépwua otov Avdpéa N. Ztpato I,
Atheénai 1986 [Bartikian Ch., Hé lysé ainigmatos ton Mardaiton, Byzantion. Afierdma ston Andrea
N. Strato I, Athénai 1986].

Bon A., La Péloponnése byzantine jusquen 1204, Paris 1951.

Bury J. B., A History of the Eastern Roman Empire from the Fall of Irene to Accession of Basil I (A. D.
802-867), London 1912.

Bury J. B., A History of the Later Roman Empire from Arcadius to Irene (395-800) II, London 1889.
Charanis P, Observations on the History of Greece During the Early Middle Ages, Balkan Studies 11 (1970).

Charanis P., The Chronicle of Monemvasia and the Question of the Slavonic Settlements in Greece,
Dumbarton Oaks Papers 5 (1950).

Cheynet ].-Cl., Malamut E., Morrisson C., Prix et salaires & Byzance (X*-XV¢ siecle), edd. V. Kravari, J.
Lefort, C. Morrisson, Hommes et richesses dans 'Empire byzantine IT (VIII-XV* siécle), Réalités
byzantines 3, Paris 1991.

Cheynet J.-CI., Théophile, Théophobe et les Perses, ed. S. Lampakés, H Bulavtiv) Mikpd Acia (6° - 12°
at.) [E Byzantiné Mikra Asia (6 - 12* ai.)], Athéna 1998.

Cvetkovi¢ M., Nize jedinice tematskog uredenja u Vizantiji (9-11. vek), PhD Thesis (unpublished), Faculty
of Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Belgrade 2017.



MILOS CVETKOVIC: The Settlement of the Mardaites and their Military-Administrative... 83

Cvetkovi¢ M., Reforma vizantijskog vojno-teritorijalnog uredenja u doba Justinijana II, Zbornik radova
Vizantoloskog instituta 53 (2016).

Dolger F, P. Charanis, The Chronicle of Monemvasia and the Question of the Slavonic Settlements in
Greece, Dumbarton Oaks Papers 5 (1950), Byzantinische Zeitschrift 45 (1952).

Dolger F, Regesten der Kaisrekunden des Ostromischen Reiches I, Miinchen - Berlin 1924.

Fallmerayer, ]. P, Geschichte der halbinsel Morea wahrend des mittelalters I, Stuttgart und Tiibingen 1830.
Gelzer H., Die Genesis der byzantinischen Themenverfassung, Leipzig 1899 (reprint Amsterdam 1966).
Grégoire H., Manuel et Théophobe ou la concurrence de deux monasteéres, Byzantion 9 (1934).

Guilland R., Recherches sur les institutions byzantines II, Berlin - Amsterdam 1967.

Haldon J., A Critical Commentary on The Taktika of Leo VI, Dumbarton Oaks Studies 44, Washington,
D. C.2014.

Harris W., Lebanon. A History, 600 — 2011, Oxford 2012.

Howard-Johnston J., The Mardaites, Arab-Byzantine Coins and History: Papers Presented at the 13" Sev-
enth Century Syrian Numismatic Round Table held at Corpus Christi College Oxford on 11" and
12 September 2011, London 2012.

Krsmanovié B., The Byzantine Province in Change. On the Threshold Between the 10" and the 11" Cen-
tury, Belgrade — Athens 2008.

Lampros S. P, Tlepi ktioews MoveuBaciag xpovikoy, Totopuca Mehetruata, Athénai 1884 [Lampros S. P,
Peri ktiseds Monembasias chronikon, Historika Meletémata, Athénai 1884].

Lemerle P, La Chronique improprement dite de Monemvasie: le contexte historique et l1égendaire, Revue
des études byzantines 21 (1963).

Lemerle P, Le chateau de Philippes au temps de Nicéphore Phocas, Bulletin de Correspondance hellé-
nique 61 (1937).

Lemerle P, "Roga” et rente d’Etat aux X¢-X¢ siecles, Revue des études byzantines 25 (1967).
Makrypoulias Ch. G., The Navy in the Works of Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Graeco-Arabica 6 (1995).
Moosa M., The Relation of the Maronites of Lebanon to the Mardaites and Al-Jarajima, Speculum 44/4 (1969).

Noeldeke T., Zur Geschichte der Araber im 1. Jahrh. d. H. aus Syrischen Quellen, Zeitschrift der Deut-
schen Morgenlidndischen Gesellschaft 29 (1875).

Ohta K., The Expansion of the Muslims and Mountain Folk of Northern Syria -The Jarajima in the Umayyad
Period, Orient 27 (1991).

Oikonomidés N., A propos d‘une nouvelle publication de sceaux byzantins, Revue des études byzantines
44 (1986).

Ostrogorski G., Postanak tema Helade i Peloponez, Zbornik radova Vizantoloskog instituta 1 (1952).

~or

Paparregopoulou K., Totopia 100 EAAnvikot EOvoug IT1/1, Athéna 1932 [Paparrégopoulou K., Historia tou
Hellénikou Ethnous III/1, Athéna 1932].

Prosopographie der mittel- byzantinischen Zeit (867-1025), edd. R.-]. Lilie et al., Berlin, 2013.

Rambaud A,, LEmpire grec au dixieme siécle; Constantin Porphyrogénete, Paris 1870.

Rekaya M., Mise au point sut Théophobe et 'alliance de Babek avec Theophile (833/34-839/40), Byzantion
44/1 (1974).

Rosser J., Theophilus’ Khurramite policy and its Finale: The Revolt of Thephobus’ Perisan Troops in 838,
Byzantina 6 (1974).

Sathas C. N., Documents inédits relatifs a 'histoire de la Gréce au Moyen Age IV, Paris 1882.

Sathas K. N., Meoawwviki] BifAwobrkn II, Xpovoypdador Baoireiov Kvmpov, Venetia 1873 [Sathas K. N.,
Mesaionike Bibliothéke II, Chronographoi Basileiou Kyprou, Venetia 1873].

Seibt W., Weitere Beobachtungen zu Sieglen fruher Slawenarchonten in Griecheland, edd. A. Avramea,
A. Laiou, E. Chrysos, Bu{avtio. Kpatog kat Kowvwvia. Mviun tov Nikov Owovopidn [Byzantio.
Kratos kai Koinonia. Mnémeé tou Nikou Oikonomidé], Athéna 2003.



84 3PBM LIV (2017) 65-85

Stratos A. N., To Bulavtiov otov Z' aidva, T. E', Athénai 1974 [Stratos A. N., To Byzantion ston Z' aiona,
t. E', Athénai 1974].

Treadgold W., The Army in the Works of Constantine Porphyrogenitus, Rivista di studi bizantini e neo-
ellenici 29 (1992).

Treadgold W., The Byzantine Revival, Stanford 1988.

Treadgold W., The Byzantine State Finances in Eight and Ninth Centuries, New York 1982.
Vasiliev A. A., Byzance et les Arabes I1/1, Bruxelles 1968.

Vasiliev A., Slavjane v Grecii, Vizantijskij Vremennik 5 (1898).

Vasiliev A., The Goths in the Crimea, Cambridge, MA 1936.

Woods D., Corruption and Mistranslation: The Common Syriac Source on the Origin of the Mardaites
(http://www.syriacstudies.com/AFSS/Syriac_Articles_in_English/Entries/2011/1/9_
Corruption_and_Mistranslation__The_Common_Syriac_Source_on_the_Origin_of_the_
Mardaites_David_Woods.html).

Yannopoulos A., Une liste des théemes dans le "Livre de Cérémonies” de Constantin Porphyrogénéte, Bv-
{avtwvd [Byzantina] 12 (1983).

Zakeri M., Sasanid Soldiers in Early Muslim Society, Wiesbaden 1995.

Zakythénos D., Ot ZX&Bot év EANGSL, Athénai 1945 [Zakythénos D., Hoi Slaboi en Helladi, Athénai 1945].
Zakythinos D., Le théme de Céphalonie et la défense de loccident, CHellénisme Contemporain 3-4 (1954).
Zivkovié T., Juzni Sloveni pod vizantijskom vlagéu (600-1025), Beograd 2002.

Zivkovi¢ T., The Date of the Creation of the Theme of Peloponnesus, Zoppeikta [Symmeikta] 13 (1999).

Munow Lseiikosuh
Busanronomknu nacturyt CAHY, beorpap
milos.cvetkovic@vi.sanu.ac.rs

XPOHOIJIOTVJA HACE/bABATbA MAPITAVTA
M IbVXOB BOJHO-YITPABHN ITIOJIOKA] Y BAIIA/JHVM TEMAMA

Mappanrckn BojHuiu cy Tokom VII Beka 611M 3HadajaH YMHWIALL Y BU3aH-
THUjCKO-apab/baHCKMM OJJHOCHMA y MOTPaHMYHUM obnacTuMa Ha ucToky Ilapcrsa.
Hexonuxo croneha HakoH Tora — kpajem IX u y npBoj nmonosunu X Beka — IpefcTa-
BJ/ba/IM Cy Ba)KaH /IO POMEjCKUX ITOMOPCKMX cHara y Mainoj Asuju u Ha bankany;
U3BOPU UX IOMUIbY Kao MOpHape y Temu KuBupeoTa 1 y 3amaguum remama Ilenono-
He3y, Hukonosmpy n Kedanonnju. lbuxoso nsMenrame ca UCTOUHe IpaHulie IOCIe-
Iula je yrosopa Iapa Jycruuujana II ca Ap6/panuma; ucropudapy, Mehytnm, Hucy
NPY>XWIN OJTOBOP Ha MNTame Kajia je CIpOoBefleHa KOJTOHU3allMja Y TP IIOMEHYTe
TeMe Ha 3aIajy.

Maro je BepoBaTHO fia je 1o IIpece/beba Mappanta Ha 3anaj gouuio Kpajem VII
BeKa — Kajla je CK/IOIUbeH CIIopa3yM Kamida ABuMenexa u njapa Jyctunujana II - jep
IMapurpan y To fo6a Huje MMao YBPCTY BIAcT Ha oApyyjy Ilenononesa u Enupa. Tew-
KO je, JaKsle, IOBEPOBATH fIa je Tafla, YIIOPeNo ca KOJIOHM3aLMjoM MappianuTa y KUBK-
PEOTCKY TeMy, fieo BUX 6110 mpecerbeH Ha bankaH. Bract Busantuje Ha ITenomonesy je
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yTBpheHa unrapo jegHo cronehe moce ckanama IIOMEHYTOT YTOBOPA, Ta4HMje HAKOH
CraspakujeBor noxopa 783. rogune. [Ipema Tome, BpeMe Hace/baBamba MapAaUTCKOL
rapHU30Ha Ha jyry bakaHa Tpeba Tpaxuty y uHTepBay usMmeby 783. u 877/878. ronu-
He, KaJja ce MeJIONIOHeCK MapiauTyt IpBy Iy T jaBrbajy. CIeiCTBEHO PEYEHOM, MOXKeE Ce
3aK/bYYMTH Ja Cy MApIAUTCKI KOMIOHUCTY Ha bankan gounm, He n3 Cupuje u JInbana,
Beh 13 Arajieje y KUBUPEOTCKOj TeMU, TTe Cy KuBem of, kpaja VII Beka, unnehn feo
noce6He BOjHO-YIIpaBHe jeIMHMIIe ca KaTellaHOM Ha Yery.

Jako He MOCTOje M3BOPHU MOAAIM KOjU M3PUUUTO TOBOPE O KOTOHU3AIUjI
Mappaanta Ha IlenomnoHes, mojefuHN U3BOPHU, OMYT MoHem8Bacujcke XpoHuKe, TIPy-
Kajy obaBellTea 0 KOJIOHM3ALMOHUM MepaMa Koje 01 ce IOCpeJHUM ITyTeM MOTITIe
JIOBECTH Y Be3y ca MapHaUTCKOM ceo60M. AyTOp ITOMeHyTe XPOHUKe TOBOPH O JO-
ce/baBamy, IOpef OCTaNInX, TpakecujaHa, Jepmena u usBecHux Kadupa Ha nogpyuyje
HejIonIoHecKe TeMe y BpeMe Iapa Huhudopa I. Busanronor Ilerep Xapannc cma-
Tpa pa cy 3aronetHu Kadupn, y ctBapu, 6unn craHoBHUIM TeMe KuBupeota, mper-
nocraspajyhnm ma je ayrop Monemsacujcke xporuxe, mumyhn o Tom forabajuma,
mpey coOOM MMao IOfjaTKe 0 JOCE/beHUIIIMA, IIPU YeMy cy oHM 13 TeMe KuBupeora
y Ipennomky HaBemeHn y ckpahenoj popmu xao Kusupu (Kipvpp/Kopatp), mro je
XpOHUMYap morpeurHo npemucao kao Kapupn. Vimajyhm y Buny pa ce y untupasom
onerbKy Monemeacujcke xponuke Kadupu HaBoge y paBHu ca TpakecujaHuMa, Koju
Cy OMIM CTAaHOBHMIM TpaKeCHjaHCKe TeMe, Kao U JepMeHVMa, BEPOBATHO IIPUIIAf-
HUI[MMa apMeHMjaykKe TeMe, UCTIPAaBHUM ce YMHU XapaHMCOBO TyMaueme 10 KojeM
je n ume Kadmp usBeneHo ox Hasupa ofpebene teme. Ped je y ToM cy4ajy o Temu
Kusupeora. Meby Kusupeoruma koju cy Tafa rnpece/beHM CBaKako je MOIJIO OUTH
u aranejckux Mappanta. [Ipema ToMe, MOXKe ce IPETIOCTABUTH Ja je YIpaBo Liap
Huhudop I 61o 3acnyxan 3a nmpece/pere Manoasujckyux Mappanra Ha bankan. u-
XOBO Hace/baBambe MOIJIO je MMAaTM 3a Wb jauarbe BU3AHTHjCKe BJIACTU U Hafjada-
Bambe C/IOBEHCKOI eTHNYKOT e/IeMeHTa, Y BpeMe Kajia je opMMpaHa HOBa TeMa Ha
ITenononesy. [Tomeny Ty 1ap je, MHaue, MpeAy3MMao OICeXKHe KOTTOHM3aTOPCKe Mepe
mmpom lapcrsa.

C mpyre cTpaHe, Hace/baBam€ y IpeocTasle Be TeMe Ha 3anafy — Huxonomy u
Kedanonnju — crpoBefeHo je HeLITo KacHUje y ogHOCy Ha Ilenonones, 6ynyhu fa ce
IIPBY [IOMEH HUKONO/BbCKUX U Kedpanmonujckux Mappantu Besyje 3a gorabaje y npsoj
nonosuHy X Beka. IbuxoBo npecebeme je 0CTBapeHo y CK/IOITY jadarba BU3AHTICKUX
I0/I0Kaja Y JOHCKOM MOPY HaKOH 60p6u ca Apab/paHuma y Toj obmactu oko 880.
rofuHe. MapaanTtcka ceoba y Enmpy Texsa je BepoBaTHO ynopeno ca popMupamemMm
HIKOIIO/bCKE TEME, y LIM/bY jadara HeHOT PErpyTHOT MOTEHIMjaIa.

MappanTty 3aafHuX TeMa ¢y QyHKIMOHUCAIN Y jefMHNMIIaMa HOJ, PYKOBOJ-
CTBOM TypMapXxa. ¥ CBaKoj O TPy ITIOMeHyTe TeMe Ha bankany nmocrojana je o jegna
MapIauTcKa TypMa, CIMYHO MOJIeTy IIepCHjCKIX eTHUYKIX TYPMU Koje Cy O1ie pac-
nopebene y remama mmmpom Lapcrsa Tokom IX Beka. Hamik B1X0BOj BOjHO-yIIpaB-
HOj CTPYKTypy QYHKLMOHIMCAJIE CY U APYTre eTHUYKE TypMe CTalMOHMpPaHe Y pas/in-
YUTUM POMEjCKMM TeMaMa, oy T Typmu [ora, Byrapa nian Esupura.



