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EDITOR’S FOREWORD

The monograph on Slobodan Jovanovi¢ (1869-1958), published on the occasion of the
150" anniversary of his birth, represents a unique account of his life, scientific work, society
and the times in which he lived. Jovanovi¢’s work and his personality have always attracted the
attention of the general public. The work he left behind is remarkably voluminous and versa-
tile. It should be noted that a great number of his works was not included in the volumes of his
collected works that have been published to date. Slobodan Jovanovi¢ worked as a university
professor at the Faculty of Law in Belgrade for over forty years. He performed the duties of the
dean of the Faculty of Law and the rector of the University of Belgrade. He was the president of
the Serbian Royal Academy, legal expert at the Paris Peace Conference, president of the Com-
mission for drafting the Constitution of the new state in 1920, president of the Serbian Cultural
Club, president and vice-president of the Ministerial Council of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. In
view of the duties he performed, social and political activities represent an important part of the
picture of this great scientist of ours. As the president of the Serbian Cultural Club and the piv-
otal personage of the Serbian people he was delegated to assume the responsibilities of the sec-
ond vice-president of the Ministerial Council in the government of 27 March 1941. He was the
president and vice-president of the government in the country and later in exile. He died in em-
igration in London in the late 1958, almost a hundred years since his father Vladimir Jovanovi¢,
one of the leading Serbian Liberals, had first arrived in the British capital as a political emigrant.
Even though Slobodan Jovanovi¢ advocated parliamentary bicameral multiparty system, he had
never participated in party politics. However, he took part in state politics, as Jovan Duci¢ wrote
in 1942: “Slobodan Jovanovi¢ has never been a member of a party, a member of government, or a
participant in any plot. He always kept himself at a distance from ruling politics, and yet for this
very reason he stood close to its side, as its yardstick, its judge, and its state prosecutor. He used
to be called ‘the conscience of the Serbian people. He was not a political person, but a statesman:
always at the helm, and from there always taking in sweeping views that lie ahead of him” In
the aftermath of the war, Slobodan Jovanovi¢ was convicted at the political trial organized by
the new communist rule in Belgrade in 1946. His personality and work were expelled from the
educational system and scientific circles and consigned to oblivion. He was rehabilitated in 2007.

This monograph first presents the biography of Slobodan Jovanovi¢ including the chron-
ologically presented works that can be said to represent the milestones of his scientific develop-



ment, as well as his own theoretical viewpoints. Subsequently, the individual chapters trace the
scientific areas he dealt with and scientific achievements he accomplished. The account starts
with his theory of the state related to the subject he had taught, that is, General and Special
Constitutional Law. It is followed by an account of the special legislation, that is, constitutional
law, and an assessment of Slobodan Jovanovi¢ as a constitutional-legislative writer. The books
in which he interpreted the constitutions of the Kingdom of Serbia and the Kingdom of Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes (Vidovdan Constitution) are analyzed and reviewed. The following part of
the monograph is devoted to the historiography of Slobodan Jovanovi¢, to the multi-volume po-
litical history of Serbia of the 19™ century, which is often justifiably regarded as his best-known
work. If his other works to do with national history are also taken into account, it can be seen
that he encompassed a period from the late 18" to mid-20" century. The subsequent part of the
monograph deals with Jovanovi¢ as a literary scholar and critic. Special praise is given to his
sophisticated language and well-known Belgrade literary style. The final part of the monograph
contains Jovanovi¢’s bibliography.

With a view to making the text of the monograph easier to read, all footnotes, that is,
notes, are to be found at the back of the book.

We thank all the authors for the texts published in the monograph dedicated to the 150®
anniversary of the birth of our renowned scientist Slobodan Jovanovi¢.

Kosta Cavoski and Aleksandar Kostié¢



FROM SLOBODAN JOVANOVIC’S CORRESPONDENCE

Boris MILOSAVLJEVIC
SASA Institute for Balkan Studies

Slobodan Jovanovi¢’s writings are stored in different loca-
tions. They may be divided chronologically into two main groups. The
first group encompasses his documents dated prior to 1941, which to
a large extent remained in the country, whereas the other group en-
compasses his legacy after his death in London, in 1958. Some doc-
uments and items preserved abroad in some cases refer to his life in
the country. He took some things with him, and some of them were
later sent to him by his sister thanks to his friends and relatives who
were travelling to London. The manner in which he published his pa-
pers abroad best illustrates how difficult it was to work as an émigré.
He handed his papers he had written in London in several variants to
Radoje Knezevi¢ to publish them once certain conditions were to be
met. After Slobodan Jovanovi¢’s death, Knezevi¢ prepared one part of
the writings for printing. Since he wanted to compile all his writings,
he asked Jovanovi¢’s nephew, Andra M. Risti¢, to send him some books
through some relatives and friends who were to travel abroad. Nowa-
days documents from the country and abroad are often held together
in the same archives.

Slobodan Jovanovi¢ lived in Belgrade together with his par-
ents, sister, brother-in-law and his nephew, and their papers consti-
tuted a whole, the great archives of the Jovanovi¢s and the Ristics.
After the First World War in the house lived Vladimir Jovanovié, Jele-
na Jovanovié, née Marinkovié, Slobodan Jovanovi¢, Mihailo G. Ristié
(mainly holding diplomatic positions), Pravda Risti¢, née Jovanovi¢,
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and Andrija Andra M. Risti¢. After the death of Jovan and Konstantin Marinkovi¢, the uncles of
Slobodan Jovanovi¢, and his aunt Hristina Hadzi-Toma, some parts of their archives were trans-
ferred to the same house. Some parts of the archives were arranged and catalogued (for instance,
the archives of Mihailo G. Risti¢).

The Jovanovi¢s and Risti¢s’ house at 25 Simina Street was severely damaged in the First
World War. A bomb fell on its backyard during World War II. And it was as if it fell on a unique,
extensive and versatile archive of the Jovanovi¢ and Risti¢ families. In part it was destroyed,
whereas some of its parts have never been found, and some parts are kept in different locations.
For instance, one letter is held in Slobodan Jovanovi¢’s legacy housed in the SASA Archives. The
reply to that letter is owned by the family, and kept in the archives of the Cultural Center - the
House of the Pavlovi¢ family. The letters that are a continuation to previously mentioned cor-
respondence are kept in the Legacy of Mihailo Risti¢ at the SASA Archives, Personal Fund of
Vladimir Jovanovi¢ and the Legacy of Kosta St. Pavlovi¢ at the Historical Archives of Belgrade,
whereas a continuation of correspondence is kept at the Archives of Serbia, Archives of Yugosla-
via or is included in private collections (according to the latest information, almost 300 letters,
postcards and documents). The same goes for photo-documentation.

In early 1941, having wanted to preserve the archives of his father, Mihailo G. Risti¢, An-
drija Risti¢ handed it over to the University Library for safekeeping based on a verbal approval of
Uro$ DZoni¢, the Library director. It included five crates that were housed in the room number
17, which were later lost without a trace. One its part was recovered and is kept in the Legacy
of Mihailo G. Risti¢ at the SASA Archives. The catalogue of Risti¢’s archives is, however, kept
somewhere else.

There is a recollection that was written down on how Slobodan Jovanovi¢’s personal
archives and books were treated after the Second World War, according to which they were de-
stroyed on the spot, after being thoroughly inspected, in the backyard of their house. It is very
likely that Slobodan Jovanovi¢ himself either destroyed his most important documents and notes
or took them with him when he was leaving the country. Even though he had to leave Belgrade
very quickly, as a former diplomat and head of the section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that
was in charge of cross-border and intelligence affairs, and later the chief of the War Press Bu-
reau of the Intelligence Section of the Supreme Command, he knew how to dispose of classified
material. A body of material he amassed bears witness to his extraordinary meticulousness and
care of all documents, reports, receipts, payments, savings books. For instance, even a purchase
receipt for a Cyrillic typewriter has been preserved, which he used in the interwar period. As
already known, Slobodan Jovanovi¢ travelled a lot, as evidenced by his passport with stamps and
visas, as well as by a great number of postcards that were sent from different European countries,
mostly from Italy, Germany and France.

The archive of Slobodan Jovanovi¢, which is kept as a separate archival unit at the SASA
Archives, was digitized at the Audio-Visual Archives and Center for Digitization in 2019, owing
to great efforts made by its staff. At the same time, it is the first legacy from the SASA Archives
that has been entirely digitized. Apart from Jovanovi¢’s archive, his letters and memos included
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in the legacies of Mihailo G. Risti¢, Aleksandar Beli¢ and S. B. Cvijanovi¢, are also kept at the
SASA Archives.

An extensive and immensely rich archive of the Jovanovi¢s, Risti¢s, Marinkovic¢s, Pav-
loviés etc. has been preserved at the family archives of the Cultural Center - the House of the
Pavlovi¢ Family, owing to great efforts and exceptional care of the members of the Pavlovi¢ fam-
ily, Slobodan Jovanovi¢’s relatives. In his last will and testament written in London, Slobodan
Jovanovi¢ named Kosta St. Pavlovi¢ as his closest relative. The slides and films shot by Slobodan
Jovanovi¢’s nephew, Andra Risti¢, have been preserved as well. The Audio-Visual Archives and
Center for Digitization of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts has managed to develop all
these films in cooperation with the Museum of the Film Archive. On that occasion a film was
revealed featuring so far unknown shot of Slobodan Jovanovi¢ filmed in the 1930 in the back-
yard of his house at 25 Simina Street.

As already mentioned, Slobodan Jovanovic¢’s correspondence is quite voluminous. For
instance, the letters from Jovan Jovanovi¢ Pizon’s personal correspondence have been catalogued
bearing dates from different periods at the Archives of Yugoslavia. The documents related to the
work of the government when Slobodan Jovanovi¢ was Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (classified archives, personal files, telegrams, political reports
etc.) are stored at the same archives. For instance, Patriarch Dimitrijes letter to Slobodan Jovano-
vi¢ is stored at the Historical Archives of Belgrade. It would be a great and unique undertaking
to digitize Slobodan Jovanovi¢’s entire correspondence through joint efforts of institutions and
families, as well as the entire body of materials and photo-documentation in its entirety. Please
note that we have singled out only twenty-odd letters that serve as a sample of his voluminous
correspondence that is safeguarded at different archives.

373



FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE
Ni§, 9 [21] December 1878

Vladimir Jovanovi¢ - to Jelena (his wife) and his children (Slobodan and Pravda)
(ACCHPF)
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Dorde Jovanovi¢ - to (his relative) Vladimir and (his relative’s son) Slobodan Jovanovi¢, 1878
(ACCHPEF)
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Belgrade, 14 [26] March 1890
Vladimir Jovanovi¢ - to Jelena (his wife) and his children (Slobodan and Pravda), Letter, Cyrillic script 2 sheets
(ASASA, SJL, 14891/12)
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Leipzig, 7 [20] November 1904
Slobodan Jovanovi¢ to Vladimir Jovanovi¢
(ACCHPE)
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Belgrade, 1894
Slobodan Jovanovi¢ to Mihailo Risti¢
(ASASA, MRL, 14243/4132)
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Corfu, 14 (1) July 1917
Slobodan Jovanovi¢ to his mother Jelena Jovanovié¢
(ACCHPF)
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Hvar, 15 September 1938
Slobodan Jovanovi¢ to his nephew Andra M. Risti¢
(ACCHPE)
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LETTERS SENT TO SLOBODAN JOVANOVIC
Belgrade, 9 [21] February 1895

Stojan Novakovi¢, Letter, Cyrillic script, one sheet
(ASASA, SJ1,14891/58)
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Belgrade, 29 December 1896 [10 January 1897]
Stojan Novakovi¢, Letter, Cyrillic script, one sheet
(ACCHPF)
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Athens, 9 [21] September 1896
Pavle Marinkovi¢, Cyrillic script, 2 sheets
(ASASA, SJL, 14891/45)
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Townbridge, 12/24 July 1898
Cedomilj Mijatovi¢, Cyrillic script, 2 sheets with an envelope
(ASASA, SJL, 14891/48)
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No address, 20 April 1929
Milo$ Crnjanski, Letter, Cyrillic script, 2 sheets
(ASASA, SJL, 14891/154)
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Belgrade, 25 March 1941

Milan Z. Zivanovi¢ (expresses his congratulations and makes mention of his father Zivan Zivanovi¢ and
his uncle Dragutin Dimitrijevi¢ Apis), Cyrillic script, 2 sheets

(ASASA, SJL, 14891/34)
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091/

THE MASTERS LODAE,
a® TRINITY COLLEGE,
CAMBRIDGE.

11th March, 1542,

The Frims Minlatsr,
Foyal Yugoslav Covernment.

Dear Frime Minister,

Thank you very sush for
your king lut-tu of March 10th. It wald & Vary
great pleasura to Mre. Trevelyan and myself to
have you at the Lodge.

Evaryone eaye that the
whole Yugoslav Wask here was a greaat Buceess,
and not lesast your prasence and your leotura.

Youra very slncerely,

- JM Trovedmn . _

Cambridge, 11 March 1942
George Trevelyan, Letter, Latin script, in English, one sheet
(ASASA, SJL, 14891/147)
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A monastery in Russia, just before Christmas, 1954
Bishop Nikolaj congratulates Slobodan Jovanovi¢ on his 85th birthday, Letter, Cyrillic script, one sheet
(ASASA, SJL, 14891/57)
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Paris, 2 November 1954

Paul Bastid, former minister, member of the French Academy of Sciences (Institut de France) congratulates Slobodan Jovanovi¢,
a corresponding member of the same Academy, on his 85th birthday.

(ASASA, SJL, 14891/23)
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