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SETTLEMENT OF THE SLAVS IN ASIA MINOR DURING
THE RULE OF JUSTINIAN II AND THE BISHOPRIC TON
TOPAOXEPBON"

In the Acts of the Council of Trullo in 691/692 there was mentioned for
the first time a bishop t@v TopdooepPwv (of Gordoserba), in the province of
Bythinia, Asia Minor. The appearance of the episcopal see called Gordoserba
in Asia Minor at the end of the 7% century has been often explained as a
consequence of settlement of some group of the Serbs from the Balkans to
Asia Minor, during some of the many resettlements of peoples conducted by
Byzantine emperors throughout the 7" century. The paper points to the fact
that the bishop tT@v TopdooépPwv was mentioned for the first time in the Acts
of the Council of Trullo in 691/692, and that there was no mention of him in
the Acts of the Sixth Ecumenical council in Constantinople in 680/681. Thus, it
might be concluded that the resettlement of the Serbs from the Balkans to Asia
Minor occured between the to councils. As it is well known, emperor Justinian
IT conquered many tribes of the Slavs in the vicinity of Thessalonica in 688/689
and then transferred them to Asia Minor, to the Opsician Theme, which is the
territory of the Province of Bythinia. It could be possible that Serbs whose bishop
was present at the Council of Trullo in 691/692 were part of that resettlement of
the Slavs and that they originated in the region of Thessalonica, where, according
to Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, Serbs did live in the 7* century.

Keywords: Serbs, Gordoserba, Council of Trullo, Bythinia, Justinian II,
Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus, Servia upon Bistritsa

* The paper is part of the project Tradicija, inovacija i identitet u Vizantijskom svetu -
Tradition, innovation and identity in the Byzantine world (no. 177032), supported by
the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Serbia
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In the Acts of the ecclesiastical council held in 691/692 in the Imperial
Palace of Trullo in Constantinople, which is therefore known as the Council of
Trullo, but also as the Quinisext Council,' there was recorded, among the names
of the participants of the Council, the name of Isidore, the &vdéiog émioxomog
TopdodépPwyv 1ij¢ BilBvvay émapyiag (unworthy bishop of Gordoserba of the Pro-
vince of the Bithynians).> The bishopric in question was a new one, mentioned
for the first time in the sources. Its very name already suggests a connenction
to the Serbs,’ so the prevailing oppinion is that it was a bishopric of a city of the
Serbs settled in Asia Minor from the Balkan Penninsula on occasion of one of
the many resettlements of the Balkan Slav population undertaken by Byzantine
emperors during the 7" century.*

Exact time and circumstances in which the settlement of those Serbs in
Asia Minor had taken place could not have been so far determined, and it is
primarily due to an oversight. Namely, it is usually assumed that the bishop T@v
TopdoaépPfwv was mentioned for the first time already amongst the participants
of the Sixth Ecumenical Council in Constantinople in 680/681. This led to the
conclusion that the establishment of the bishopric and the settlement of the
Serbs in Asia Minor belonged to the period prior to the year 680, that is, to the
time of Constant II (641-668) and Constantine IV (668-685).> Nevertheless,
the fact is that in the Acts of the Sixth Ecumenical Council of 680/681 there
was no bishop t@v Topdocépfwv,® but that he was mentioned for the first time

1 On the Council of Trullo, cf. ODB III, 2126-2127 (A. Papadakis).

2 Mansi, XI, 996 E.

3 Since the name was always recorded in its genitive form ,,(t®v) TopSocépBwv* (only once

»(tfic) TopSooépPnc), one cannot say with certainty whether its nominative form was o
TopSocépPol® or , 0 TopSooepBa‘ But, bearing in mind that the names of the cities in the
Greek language were almost never in the masculine gender, the latter form is more probable. At
first glance, one may assume that the first part of the name comes from Proto-Slavonic gords,
modern Serbian grad (city, town), and that the whole name means the city of the Serbs, cf.
Loma 1993, 112, 117. Nevertheless, it has been proven that Gordos was a name for a ,,district®
that streched along the left bank of the river Sangarios, where ,, 10 TopS6oepBa“ was probably
situated, Ramsey 1890, 183, 209-210; Pancenko 1902, 58-59. Thus, the meaning of the name
should be (the place of) the Gordos Serbs, or (the place of) the Serbs of Gordos.
The bishop t@v IopSooépPwv was regularly mentioned among the attendants of many church
councils as well as in all the episcopal notitiae of the Constantinopolitan Church in the subse-
quent centuries, cf. Mansi, XII, 998 A, 1103 A; XIII, 145 C, 369 C, 392 B; XVII, 377 C; Notitiae,
no. 1.183, 2.205, 3.255, 4.196, 7.235, 9.133, 10.150, 13.146.

4 Niederle 1906-1910, 279, 399, 434, 463; ISN 1, 144 (S. Cirkovi¢). Cf. the following footnote.

5 Pancenko 1902, 58-59; VIIN]J I, 227, n. 25 (M. Rajkovi¢); Ostrogorsky 1959, 53, n. 20, 63; ISN
1, 144 (S. Cirkovi¢); Haldon 1990, 124, n. 98; Maksimovi¢ 1996, 159; Podskalski 2010, 53.

6 Cf. Mansi, XI, 640 C - 653 E, 668 D - 681 A, 688 C - 697 A, for the signatures of the partici-
pants of the Sixth Ecumenical Council.
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in the Acts of the Quinisext Council of 691/692.7 And it is this fact that could
direct us towards the answer to the question when, from where and in what
circumstances a part of the Serbs was resettled from the Balkans to the Asia
Minor and how the Bishopric t@v IopdocépPwv was established.

According to the data provided by Theophanes, the emperor Justinian
IT (685-695, 705-711) prepared an attack against Bulgaria and Sklavenia in
687/688. The attack was launched the following year, 688/689. The emperor
first defeated the Bulgars and then he penetrated as far as Thessalonica and su-
bjected great multitudes of Slavs, some of them were conquered by fight, others
surrendered voluntarily. He then transferred them to Asia Minor, to the Opsi-
cian Theme, after they crossed the Hellespont at Abydos.® Three years later, in
691/692, having heard that the Arabs were in a difficult situation, the emperor
Justinian II decided to attack them and break the truce his father Constantine
IV had concluded with them in 685.° Therefore, he recruited an army of thirty
thousand men among those Slavs he had recently settled in Asia Minor, armed
them and called them ,,Chosen People”, put them under the command of a certa-
in Neboulus, and prepared them for the attack on the Arabs. At the head of that
army, the emperor marched east to Sebastopolis in Armenia, where he clashed
with the Arabs. In the early stages of the battle the emperor was successful,
but the Arab commander Mohammad persuaded and bribed the Slav leader
Neboulus to join his side with his men. Neboulus then with twenty thousand
Slavs abandoned the emperor and joined the Arabs, which caused a total disa-
ster of the Byzantine army. After he returned to the West, the emperor ordered
a terrible retribution be done upon the remaining ten thousand of the Slav
warriors, having them killed along with their women and children in Leukaté
in the Gulf of Nicomedia, in Bithynia.'’ Later on, in 693/694, those Slavs that
joined the Arabs during the battle of 691/692, helped them again in their new
attack on the Empire."!

All of that, with only minor differences, was described also by Nicepho-
rus the Patriarch and George the Monk. Unlike Theophanes, whose narrative
is devided by years, those two authors give continuous account.'? In order not
to repeat the whole story, because the accounts of Nicephorus and George the

7 Only Ostrogorsky 1959, 53, n. 20, rightly points to that fact.
8 Theophanes, 364.5-15.
9 Stratos 1974, 57-58; Haldon 1990, 69-72; Treadgold 1997, 330.

10 Theophanes, 365.30-366.23. For the oppinions on impact of this imperial measure on the
number of the Slav population in Bithynia, cf. VIINJ I, 228, n. 32 (M. Rajkovi¢).

11 Theophanes, 367.9-12. On the campaigns of Justinian II in 688-692, cf. Haldon 1990, 72-73;
Treadgold 1997, 333-335.
12 Nikephoros, § 38.1-28; Georgius Monachus II, 729.18-731.2.
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Monk are generally similar to that of Theophanes, I would only point to those
minor differences between them, for they could be of some importance for the
issue of this paper. Thus, while Theophanes writes that the emperor Justinian II
in 688/689 subjected great multitudes of Slavs (moA\Q TA\RBN TV ZkAdPwv),”
Nicephorus the Patriarch points that he subjected many of the Slav tribes from
there (ToANG T@v Ekeloe TkhaPnv@®dv yévn)."* George the Monk speaks of great
multitudes of Slavs (moAAA T@v ZkA&Bwv TANON) at that place,' but further on
he inserts a sentence which is not to be found neither in the text of Theophanes,
nor in that of Nicephorus. Namely, describing how the emperor in 691/692 led
against the Arabs thirty thousand Slavs, his ,,Chosen People®, he adds - or rather
unholy (TOv meplovolov €keivov Aadv, pdov §€ avéoiov).'s

Thus, in 688/689, just before the bishop T@wv IopSooépfwv of the Province
of Bithynia was first mentioned in the sources in 691/692, the emperor Justini-
an II transferred from the Balkans to Asia Minor great multitudes of Slavs, i. e.
many of the Slav tribes, that he conquerred in his military campaign. Were there
among those Slavs perhaps some of the Serbs, who then settled at the place for
which the bishopric T@v IopdooépPwv was established?

13 Theophanes, 364.13-15.

14 Nikephoros, § 38.7-9.

15 Georgius Monachus II, 729.19-21.

16 Georgius Monachus II, 730.5-6. The phrase neplobotog Aadg should not be translated as
supernumerary army, as done by the translation of the fragments of Theophanes, patriarch
Nicephorus and George the Monk in VIINJ I, 227, 241, 248 (M. Rajkovi¢, L. Tomic¢), and also
some earlier attempts at translating had the similar meaning, cf. Ibidem, 227, n. 27. In his
translation along the critical edition of the Short History of patriarch Nicephorus, C. Mango
translated the phrase as ,,Peculiar People, Nikephoros, p. 93, which is close to the essence of
its meaning. The phrase is biblical and it is found in the Old and the New Testament in the
same meaning — ,,the Chosen People®, Exodus 19:5, Titus 2:14. In that sense it was used also by
some authors at the end of the 7" century, such as an unknown Thessalonician in the second
book of the Miracula Sancti Demetrii, Miracula I, 187.8-9, and in the preface to the Cannons
of the Council of Trullo 691/692, Trull., Syntagma II, 298. On the other hand, George’s phrase
10V meplovotov keivov hadv, pdAlov 8€ Avooiov, was translated as ...supernumeral army,
mostly unbaptized..., in the VIIN] I, 248 (M. Rajkovi¢, L. Tomi¢). But, the word Avoolog
should not be translated as unbaptized. Its meaning is unholy, impious, but in a moral, not
formal sense. That is, it designates someone whose deeds are unholy and impious. It was in
that very sense that it was used by George the Monk. Knowing that twenty thousand men out
of thirty thousand of the Slav ,,Chosen People® later deserted to the Arabs and betrayed the
emperor Justinian IT and the Romans, George obviously considered that they, having proved
unwothy of that distinguished name, were not the ,,Chosen People®, but ,,rather unholy*.
Nevertheless, Anagnostakées 2001, 325-346, insisted on etymological translation of the phrase,
as ,,people rich in land, meaning the land given to the new settlers in the Opsician theme by
the emperor. But, contrary to the sources, he tended to recognize in those settlers not Slavs,
but the ,Sermésianoi“ of the Miracula Sancti Demetrii, Miracula I, 227-234.
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It should be noted first that those Slavs, according to the sources, were set-
tled in the Opsician Theme. The bishopric T@v Iopdooépfwv was in the Province
of Bithynia, which was indeed a part of the Opsician Theme. The argument that
the territory of the Province of Bithynia was the core area of the Slav settlement
in 688/689 is to be found also in the aforementioned fact that the emperor Ju-
stinian II, after twenty thousand men of the Slav “Chosen People” had deserted
to the Arabs in 691/692, ordered the slaughter of the remaining ten thousand
along with their families in Leukatg, in the Gulf of Nicomedia, near Nicomedia,
the capital of Bithynia. Besides that, there is a seal of the emperor Justinian II,
dating from the year 694/695, which belonged to the apohypatés of the Slav
captives of the province of Bithynia,"” which points to the same conclusion. Thus,
it is clear that the Serbs, settled at the place called Ta TopSdoepBa whose bishop
was subjected to the metropolitan of Nicaea and thus located in the vicinity of
that city, which was besides Nicomedia the most important of the cities of Bit-
hynia, could indeed have been a part of the Slavs, that is, one of the Slav tribes,
settled in that region by emperor Justinian II in 688/689.

Whence those Slavs settled by the emperor in Bithynia originated? Geor-
ge the Monk speaks of the Western provinces, that is, the Balkans in general.'®
Theophanes writes of the subjugation and resettlement of the great multitudes
of Slavs as a result of the emperor’s penetration as far as Thessalonica.® Patri-
arch Nicephorus is, however, the most precise. According to him, the emperor
Justinian penetrated as far as the city of Thessalonica and subjugated many of
the Slav tribes from there (moANA t®v éxeloe Zxhapnv@v yévn), whom he then
transferred to Asia Minor.?* So, many of the Slav tribes that the emperor subju-
gated and transferred to Asia Minor had lived in the area of Thessalonica.

Now, the question arises: Were there any Serbs among the Slav tribes in
the vicinity of Thessalonica at that time? As it is well-known, according to the
legend of the Serb settlement in the Balkans, recorded in the Chapter 32 of the
De administrando imperio of the emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus
(913-959), the Serbs, arriving from their ancestral homeland in the North, ini-
tially settled, with the license of the emperor Heraclius (610-641), in the Theme
of Thessalonica, in Serblia, that aquired such a name from that reason.** Later
on, they wished to go back to their homeland and started their way back north.
Nevertheless, when they reached the Danube near Belgrade, they changed their
mind once again and asked the same emperor Heraclius to give them another

17 Pan¢enko 1902, 25 sq; Schlumberger 1903, 277; VIIN] I, 245 (M. Rajkovi¢, L. Tomic¢).
18 Georgius Monachus II, 729.19-21.

19 Theophanes, 364.13-15.

20 Nikephoros, § 38.7-11.

21 DAL § 32.7-12.
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land to settle. The emperor then allowed them to settle in the countries known
to Porphyrogenitus in his time as Serblia, Pagania, country of the Zachloumoi,
Trebounia and the country of the Kanalitai, which were, according to him, de-
vastated and depopulated by the Avars at the end of the 6™ and the beginning
of the 7" century.”> Though the Migration of the Serbs to the Balkans in the
beginning of the 7 century surely did not occur exactly in the way Porphyro-
genitus described it,” it is nevertheless certain that after it a part of the Serbs
settled in the vicinity of Thessalonica, around the city in the later centuries, and
also to this day, known as Servia upon Bistritsa.**

According to all of what was exposed above, we can conclude that there
were also some Serbs, previously settled in Servia upon Bistritsa, among the
great multitudes of Slavs, i. e. many of the Slav tribes, transferred from the vici-
nity of Thessalonica to Bithynia in Asia Minor by the emperor Justinian II in
688/689. They were settled at the place named after them 1@ Top86oepPa, and
for the place the bishopric T@v IopdocépPfwv was established within the Metro-
polis of Nicaea, that was mentioned for the first time in 691/692. If we assume
that the Serbs were, if not the only, then certainly predominant population of
the newly founded city, because it was named after them, we may conclude that
the need for the establishment of the bishopric T@v IopdocépPfwv points to the
fact that the Serbs settled in Asia Minor in 688/689 were Christians in 691/692.
Had they been so also in their former home near Thessalonica?> The bishopric
of the city settled by the Serbs in Bithynia was a phenomenon of its own, for
there is no information in the sources on similar bishoprics for the places in
Asia Minor where other Slav tribes were settled, nor that the Byzantine au-

22 DAL § 32.16-26. On the migration of the Serbs in general, cf. Zivkovié 2000, 96-118; Zivkovié
2002, 271-314; Zivkovi¢ 2012, 149-162.

23 For the oppinion that the migration of the Serbs happened exactly in the way Porphyrogenitus
described it, cf. Zivkovié 2002, 285-296.

24 ISN 1, 144 (S. Cirkovi¢); Loma 1993, 117. On the presence of the Serbs in Servia and its sur-
roundings, cf. Zivkovié 2000, 96, n. 296. The fact that the name of the city of Servia was not
mentioned in any Latin or Greek source prior to the Slav settlement of the Balkans strongly
supports the connection of the city’s name to the settlement of the Serbs at the beginning of
the 7 century, Zivkovié 2012, 155-156.

25 As it is well-known, in the Chapter 32 of the De administrando imperio, Constantine Por-
phyrogenitus describes how the Serbs were baptized just after their arrival in the Balkans,
during the reign of the emperor Heraclius, by the priests that he brought from Rome, DAI, §
32.27-29. Nevertheless, if we follow Porphyrogenitus strictly, the Serbs settled in the region of
Thessalonica even before they settled Serbian lands in the Western Balkans, DAI, § 32.7-12.
Thus, if the Serbs in the vicinity of Thessalonica had already been Christians before they were
transferred to Asia Minor in 688/689, we cannot say whether their Christianity has something
to do with the ,,Heraclian“ conversion of the Serbs, because we don't relly know how and when
they settled there.
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thorities conducted the policy of conversion of those tribes to Christianity.
Besides that, the fact that the emperor Justinian II called the army of thirty
thousand Slavs he recruited in 691/692 a “Chosen People”, testifies that they
were Christians by that time, for the use of that phrase for pagans would be just
impossible.” The question remains why only the Serbs, out of the many Slav
tribes that were resettled in Asia Minor along with them, got the bishopric for
their new settlement in their new homeland, but it should be noted that their
case fits perfectly into the overall principles of Byzantine migration politics
of the time. As a newly settled Christian population, they were included into
the administrative and ecclesiastical organization of the Empire and the place
they were settled in got the city status, and along with that its own bishop,” in
concordance with the Canon 17 of the Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon
451), which was repeated and strengthened by the Canon 38 of the same Co-
uncil of Trullo in 691/692, and which states that if a city was built, or rebuilt,
by the imperial authority, the order of the ecclesiastical matters is to follow the
political and public patterns.*®
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IIpeppar KomaTtnna

HACEJbABAIBLE CJIOBEHA Y MAJIO] A3 Y BPEME BJIAJABVMHE
JYCTVMHUJAHA 11 1 EIIMICKOIINJA TON T'OPAOZEPBON

Y axtmma 13B. Tpynckol unn Iledio-wiecitiol cabopa, OfpKAHOT Y LAPCKOj IIa-
nmatn Tpyno y Lapurpagy 691/692. roguHe, IOMUIbe Ce IO NPBU TYT eHUCKOU TAV
TopdoaépPwv y iposunyuju Buitiunuju, y Hukejckoj Mutponomuju. Vime te enyckonuje
Y HayIu ce yIIaBHOM mobe3yje ca CpbuMa a meHa MmojaBa objalnmasa ce Kao Mmoce-
IuIa TpecebaBama jegHe rpyne Cpba ca bankana y Mamy Aswmjy 3a BpeMe Heke off
MHOTMX IIOAYXBaTa Ipece/baBamba CTAHOBHUINTBA KOje Cy Ipefy3MMay BU3aHTVjCKI
napesu TokoM VII Beka. Mnak, kaga TauHo u ogaxie cy ™1 Cpbu 61 mpece/beHn
y Many Aswujy Huje 6umo moryhe yrepautn. C fpyre cTpaHe, HEONXORHO je uctahm
IMEEHNITY [ia Ce efiuckoil T@v [opSooépfwv MpBY Iy T IOMMIbE YIIPaBo y akTuMa Tpyr-
ckor cabopa u3 691/692. ropune, fok y aktumMa Illector Bace/seHckor cabopa y Llapu-
rpany 680/681. o memy Hema oMeHa. To oMoryhyje ImpeTnocTaBky fia je B0 Ipecerba-
Bama noMeHyTux Cpba ca bankana y Many Asujy gomto nsmehy cabopa us 630/681.
" OHOT 13 691/692.

Kao mrro je mo6po mosHaTo, Ha OCHOBY TofaTakKa Koje foHoce Teodan Vcmosen-
HIIK, Dapurpaacku narpujapx Huhndop u Teopruje Monax, uap Jyctunnjan II (685-
695, 705-711) okpeHnyo je 687/688. ronyHe BojHY aKk1yjy npotus byiapcke u Cxnasu-
Huje, KoOja je pe3yaTupaa IjapeBuM Mo6efoHOCHUM 1IpobojeM o CoMyHa U IBerOBUM
HOTYMIbABAbEM CTIOBEHCKMX IJIEMeHa Y OKO/IuHM Tor rpaja. Ilokopene Cnosene map
je 3atum, 688/689. ropnne, mpecenyo y Maiy Asujy u Hacenyo nx y Temu OTIICUKIOH, a
691/692. ropyHe Off BUX je perpyTOBao BEIUKY BOjCKY 3a CBOj IIOXOJ, IPOTHUB Apabiba-
Ha, KOjJ Ce HeC/IaBHO 3aBPIINO yIIPaBO 3aXBa/byjyhu BIXOBOM Jie3epTUpamY.

ITocTaBpa ce muTame ga e je Mebhy Tum CrioBeHyMa Koje je map 688/689. mpece-
mmo ca banmkana y Many Asujy morno 6uty u Cp6a, y 4njoj je HOBOj JOMOBUHM 3aTUM
OCHOBaHa eiiuckoniuja 1@v IopSooépPwv, koja ce mpBM IyT HOMMIbe 691/692. rognHe?
ITpBu apry™MeHT y IpWJIOT TOj Te3y 61Ia Ou unmbeHNIa fia je TeMa ONCUKIOH, Y KO0jOj
cy nomernyTtu CoBeHN HacerbeHN, o6yxBaTtana, u3Mely ocrasnor, u mpocrop IIpoBun-
nuje Butunmje, y K0joj ce Hamasmaa NOMeHyTa eNucKonuja. JIpyru apryMeHT MOorao
6u 6uty ynmennna jga cy CroBeHn Koje je nap Jycrunujan II raga Hacemo y Maroj
Asuju notnuam n3 okonnae Conyna. IIpema nosuujem mucny, napy Koncrantnnry
VII Ilopduporennry (913-959), fomasiy 13 cBoje ceBepHe NPaNocTojOuHe y BpeMe
napa Vpaxmmja (610-641), Cp6u cy ce Hajupe Hacemuau y ConyHCKoj obmacTu, Tae
je HacTao rpap mo wuMa HasBaH CepBuja (Ha buctpuiu/AnmujakMony), ofakie cy ce
3aTVM BpATWUIN Ha ceBep, fa 61 ce KOHAYHO HACTAHVIIM y 3alafHOM feny bamkaH-
CKOT ITONTyOCTpBa. Jako MpUITOBeCT Ifapa-Tumcija He MO)Ke OMTH IIpOBepeHa, Y HayIu ce
UITaK TIpMXBaTa Jla je HaKOH Joce/baBama Cpba ca ceBepa, jeflaH HBIXOB JIe0 HACTABIO
ma xuBu y okonuay CornyHa, y noapydyjy Cepsuje Ha buctprunm. Crora je cacBuM Mo-
ryhe ma cy oy 6unn 3axsaheHu BojHOM aknujoM JycturujaHa I1 687/688. rogune u
MepaMa Ipece/baBamba y Many Asujy HapefHe TOfjiHe.
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YUumeHNIla fa je rpaj, Ha3BaH IO HbMMa MMao CBOT enuckomna 691/692. rogu-
He ymyhyje Ha 3axpydak fia cy Cpbu koju cy mpece/benr y Many Asujy Taja 6unn
xpuirhann. Takobe, ymorpe6a Hasusa M3abpanu Hapog 3a BOjCKy Kojy je Lap perpy-
TOBao 691/692. ronyHe U3 pefoBa CIOBEHCKMX IIEMEHa Koja je mpecenno u3 obmactu
Conyna y Many Asujy 688/689. cBenoun fia je xpumhaHCTBO OMIIO Y BEIMKOj Mepu
IPUCYTHO Kofi mbuX. Hemocpegnux mogaraka o MepaMa INOKPIITaBama Mpece/beHnX
CTIOBEHCKMX IIeMEeHa HeMa, TaKo Jla OCTaje OTBOPEHO MUTalbe Jja MU Cy OHM Oumm
xpuirhaHy U y cTapoj nocTojouHu Ha bankaHy, Wi cy IOKPIITEHN TeK IO HMpeacKy
y Many Asnjy.
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