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The paper explores the ways in which medieval Serbian rulers used various forms of
genealogical representations in order to demonstrate their political status or ambition. It is
striking that in all of them, ranging from the diverse lineages, painted genealogies, written
monastic and lay genealogies, the rulers were unavoidably depicted as the heirs to the first
dynastic saints. In the first three cases they are descended from Saint Simeon, either in
company or without his son Saint Sava, whereas in the latter they are the successors of the
holy Emperor Constantine the Great. Hence, genealogies embody the medieval
epistemology of origins, understood as the source of value and political right.
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Genealogies announce a filiation of an individual or a family and, therefore,
represent a form of a family history. As such, they exist in oral as well as literal
societies and act as part of endeavours to assert a family’s identity. By placing an
origin of a particular household in a distinct time and place, its social status and
ambitions, often political ones, are revealed.!

Medieval genealogies appear in many forms. They might be told, recited or
singed, drawn or written. When written, numerous textual communities made it
possible for the word on paper to reach even illiterate people.? By definition, they
are an independent work with a task to herald the origin of a single person or an
entire family.® Therefore, any bloodline that appears as part of an epic song or an
official document would not be considered as a genealogy per se. However, these
notes on ancestors are very important since they represent an intermediate stage
from the emergence of the need for familial representation to the actual genre.

1. Genicot, Les Généalogies, Typologie des sources du Moyen Age Occidental fasc. 15,
Brepols—Tournhout 1975, 35-37.

2 These communities require at least one person who can read and transmit the message to others,
to whom the text is unreachable. It doesn’t exclude orality; it incorporates it in the operational mode of
the group. Even though the term was coined for heretical movements, it could be applied to many
medieval societies, B. Stock, The Implications of Literacy. Written Language and Models of Interpretation
in the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries, Princeton 1983, 88-240; idem, Listening for the Text. On the
Uses of the Past, Philadelphia 1990, especially chapter | (History, Literature, Textuality) and chapter VII
(Textual Communities: Judaism, Christianity and the Definitional Problem).

3 L. Genicot, Les Généalogies, 11-12.
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At the same time, genealogies represent a mental structure of the the Middle
Ages. That is to say, they embody medieval epistemology of origins, where the true
value is grounded at the source.* For that reason, in the genealogical thinking origin
authenticates and authorizes. Hence, the focus is always on the beginning of the
family line, since it defines it as a whole. Furthermore, the ever-present attention
aimed at the founders resulted with the constant desire to push back the moment of
origin which served to equate social status with antiquity.” By encompassing
important attitudes of its time, these short works could easily influence great
numbers of people.

In medieval Serbia, the rise and inclusion of a family’s self-consciousness® in
statements of political ambitions can be tracked to the third generation of the
Nemanji¢ dynasty (1168-1371). As per usual, it happened in the moments of
uneasy ascensions to the throne and internal struggles for power. Following these
events, shortened lineages became part of intitulations in royal charters, horizontal
lineages were depicted in rulers’ endowments, while the motif of the root of the
Tree of Jesse in both also signalled the new idea of legitimate dynasty.” All the
modes of self-representations had in common that the Serbian kings based the right
to rule on the sacredness of their first ruler, Grand zupan Stefan Nemanja (1168—
1196), later known as Saint Simeon.? This focus on the beginning of the family’s
history encapsulates two complementary beliefs. One mentioned is inherent to the
genealogical way of thinking, in which the ancestral figure marks an entire family,

* R. Howard Bloch points out that genealogies are part of a larger tendency towards finding the
true meaning at the source and at the beginning. It can be found in feudal law, where the older the
custom the more legitimate it is; in the world chronicles where history is procreation and with that, an
extension of God’s Creation etc. On the other hand, they mirror an attitude towards an etymology, where
true meaning is always the original one. R. Howard Bloch, Genealogies as a Medieval Mental Structure
and Textual Form, La littérature historiographique des origines a 1500. Tome 1 (Partie historique),
Grundriss der Romanischen Literaturen des Mittelalters 11, ed. H.R. Jauss, H.U. Gumbrecht, U. Link-
Heer and P.M. Spangenberg, Heidelberg 1987, 135-156.

® The tendency towards connecting with the most ancient history possible is the strategy deployed
in every type of lineages: family chronicles, literary genealogies, the Old French epic and the
representations of the family in stained glass and manuscript illustrations. However, in the Serbian case
all of the forms are insofar interrelated that they can only be subject of an investigation as a whole, Idem,
145-148.

® Georges Duby first included the psychology of family and mental representations in the study
of genealogies. G. Duby, Remarques sur la littérature généalogique en France aux XI° et XI1° siécles,
Hommes et structures du Moyen Age, Paris 1973, 287—298, p. 287-288.

" For these forms of genealogical representations in the context of the later historiographical
writings see M. Bacuibeuh, HacTanak Cprickux poJociioBa U JIETOIHCA Kao MOCIEAHIA APYIITBCHHX U
MOJIUTHYKKX poMeHa, Huuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedrvosexosne cmyouje 3 (2015) 95-117, p. 97-98.

8 This is particularly interesting since the memory of everyone who preceded the rule Stefan
Nemanja, including the memory of his father and brothers was repressed, C. Mapjanosuh-dymanuh,
Braoapcrka uoeonoeuja Hemawuha. JJunromamuuxa cmyouja, beorpan 1997, 100-110. On the
canonisation of the founder of the dynasty and his cult see, JI. TToroBuh, O Hacrauky Kynra CBetor
Cumeona, 1700 oxpumem ceemocmu. Kynm ceemux enadapa u penuxeuja y cpeomwogexosnoj Cpouju,
Beorpan 2006, 41-73 with older literature.
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thus making the Nemanjics a sacred dynasty. The second belief comprises of beata
stirps legitimacy, where the suitability to rule is based on the holiness which is
atavistically transferred.’

Whilst having a holy king in almost every generation, the idea of sacred
dynasty continued to be substantial for Serbian political ideology. It remained the
greatest means of the ruler’s legitimisation that, in turn, motivated the burgeoning
importance of familial representation. Consequently, shortened lineages became the
most prominent part of intitulations and the hereditary sacredness was noted in the
series of ruler’s hagiographies.® The same idea was displayed in the monumental
painted vertical genealogies, modelled by the Tree of Jesse, which also included
dynastic lateral branches.'' However, it should be noted that in both shortened
lineages and vertical genealogies the current ruler was always forthrightly linked
with Saint Simeon. Notwithstanding, the latter also integrated meaning behind the
hagiographies of Nemanji¢s. Vertical genealogies were no longer only oriented
towards a legitimisation of a particular ruler but, in addition, carried a message of a
long living and sacred dynasty by showing, in picture, every canonised member.

Around the same time as these far-reaching changes happened, the notion of
the founder of dynasty suffered a significant modification, where Saint Simeon
welcomed the company of his son, first Serbian archbishop, Saint Sava. The
association of the two very popular and complemental cults rested on the ideal of the
symphony between the temporal (secular) and spiritual authority, embodied in one
sacred family. It was a long process that included not only liturgical texts, but also
royal documents and frescoes in monasteries-endowments.*? As a result, they formed
the cult of a “holy two” and became the bearers of the motif of the “holy root”.

Following the painted family trees and various representations of the ruler as
an heir to the saints, written genealogies were presumably created during the reign

° On the right to rule based on the affiliation in late Middle Ages see A. Vauchez, ,,Beata stirps™:
sainteté et lignage en Occident aux 13e et 14e siecles, Famille et parenté dans !'Occident médiéval.
Actes du colloque de Paris (6-8 juin 1974), ed. G. Duby et J. Le Goff, Rome 1977, 397-406. Author and
R. Howard Bloch both pointed out that the Tree of Jesse was intellectual and pictorial model for the
family’s self-representation and legitimisation, R. Howard Bloch, Genealogies as a Medieval Mental
Structure and Textual Form, 150-151.

M. Bacumesuh, IMomenn npenaka y nosesbaMa Hemamwunha u nerumtummsanuja Bnacty,
Hnuyujan. 9aconuc 3a cpedrsosexosne cmyouje 1 (2013) 77-96, p. 83-90. The idea of the holy dynasty
is expressed in the series of hagiographies meant to be a “Serbian prologue”, promulgated by the work of
archbishop Danilo Il and his Continuators, 1I. Bormanosuh, Mcmopuja cmape cpncke KroudicegHocmi,
Beorpan 1980, 175-180.

1 Four of these monumental genealogies are saved: in Gracanica, Pecka patrijar§ija, Degani and
Matejée. On the transformation of the painted genealogies [I. Bojsoauh, On xopusonmanne xa
sepmuxannoj reHeanomkoj cimuu Hemamuha, 360opuux paooea Buszammonowxoe uncmumyma 44
(2007) 295-312.

12 See detailed study of the process of the merging of these cults in: C. Mapjarosuh-Tymasmt,
Monutse cBetnx CumeoHa u CaBe y BIaJapcKOM Iporpamy Kpajba MuiyTuHa, 360pHux padosa
Busanmonowxoe uncmumyma 41 (2004) 235-250.
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of the last Emperor Stefan Uros V (1355-1371)."° Penned under the influence of
numerous traditions of depicting the holy lineage, at that time genealogies
seemingly didn’t have as big political use as before.** Further, they were not typical
examples of the genre in naming only the family members. On the contrary, they
often noted major endowments of Serbian rulers and sometimes brought little
biographies.” They were all linked by the principle of hereditary succession that
served as a structural division of text and a symbol of the passing of time.
Therefore, dynastic history was, in fact, history of the holders of the Serbian
crown.'® Finally, the notion of time embodied in procreation marked the transition
from liturgical and cyclical to linear time.’

The recurring subject of genealogies, next to the naming family members,
was almost always connecting the ruler to the renowned churches and monasteries
he founded. By naming, often falsely, founders, the sacral topography of Serbian
lands was created.'® The same function had the designation of Serbian bishoprics.
Thus, we can note that they were written in church surroundings that highly valued
these endeavours. Meanwhile, the secular events are very rarely mentioned; only
the royal (1217) and imperial (1346) coronation, which marked a noteworthy
change in the status of the Serbian rulers, found their place in these texts.”
Therefore, they are called monastic genealogies.

13 Most of them were published in Jb. Crojanosuh, Cmapu cpncku podociosu u aemonucu,
Cpemckn Kapmosim 1927, 1-59, with genealogical notes that were included in chronicles on
subsequent pages, and B. Cm. Pagojuuuh, U3 crape cpricke moyHaBcke KibmkeBHOCTH 1. Pomocios
cpemckux bpankoBmha ¢ kpaja XV Beka, [ oduwrax @unozogckoe ¢paxyrmema y Hoeom Cady 3
(1958) 159-170.

14 On the first written genealogies and the circumstances under which they were composed see
M. BacupeBuh, Hactanak cprickux pomociosa u sietonuca, 98—100.

15 This was the case in most of the European genealogies in Middle Ages. Gradually the content
expanded so that female members were mentioned as well as foundations of monasteries, the places of
burials and important events. Very rarely they brought only the names, L. Genicot, Les Généalogies, 22-23.
On the way in which variation, broadening of content and correction in contrast to the mere reproduction
form the boundaries of the genre; and on the relation between the constitutive and accompanying
function of the genre structure: H. R. Jauss, Theorie der Gattungen und Literatur des Mittelalters,
Generalités, Grundriss der Romanischen Literaturen des Mittelalters 1, hrsg. M. Delbouille, Heidelberg
1972, 107-138, p. 109-121.

18 Interestingly, Leah Shopkow shows how dynastic histories grow out of institutional history, in
some cases an institution with which family is closely associated, in other cases a political territory.
Occasionally, they also acquire exemplary function, L. Shopkow, Dynastic History, Historiography in
the Middle Ages, ed. by D. Mauskopf Deliyannis, Leiden-Boston 2003, 239-249.

7 G. Spiegel, Genealogy: Form and Function in Medieval Historical Narrative, History and
Theory 22/1 (1983) 43-53, p. 50-51. About the liturgical and chronological time during Middle Ages
see J. Le Goff, Histoire et Mémoire, Paris 2001, 130-131.

18 One of the oldest texts actually bear the title PoAcCAORiE CRETHIKK KTHITOPL H FOCIOAL CPRECKAIKh
(Genealogy of holy ktetors and Serbian rulers), Jb. CrojaHosuh, Cmapu cpncku podocnosu u aemonuci, 2.

¥ The similar case can be found in medieval France, where the first genealogies emerged in
private monasteries and/or necropolis of princely families and, therefore, noted specific content that
appealed to its population, G. Duby, Remarques sur la littérature généalogique en France, 294.
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At the same time, one important shift is mirrored by them. In contrast to the
vertical genealogies, canonised family members were not all depicted as saints. Of
course, the deeds of devotion were celebrated, but these texts do not promote the
continual sacralisation of the dynasty. The only two who were mentioned as saints,
even though rarely together, were St. Simeon and his son St. Sava. Even further,
they are the only ones who receive biographical chapters.

In other words, monastic genealogies open with lives of father and son. As
expected, it starts with a description of the piety of Stefan Nemanja, his baptism
and ktetorship of many churches. During the listing of his major endowments, it is
said that he built the monastery Studenica for his remains “where until these days
his holy relics lie and stream myrrh for the ones who approach them with faith”. %
The ensuing text tells the famous story of him leaving the earthly kingdom in order
to become a monk, his life on the Mount Athos with his son Sava and the erecting
of monastery Chilandar. These acts inspired his older brothers to the same deeds,
which led to making false links between person and founding.?* In the oldest texts,
after these lines, Stefan Nemanja was compared to “musician, prophet and
Emperor David”.?? In fact, the Serbian Zupan fulfilled the destiny of David who
was, by the grace of his humility, King of Jews. The biography is concluded with
the statement that Stefan Nemanja ruled by the Grace of God, stating his official
title and the lands over which he reigned.

As seen above, the holiness of St. Simeon was mentioned in connection to his
mausoleum Studenica, thus intertwining his sainthood and the church as an
intrinsically holy place. In other words, the holy relics seemed to serve as an
additional sacralisation of the famous monastery.”® Moreover, it sent another
eminent and noteworthy message. By his sainthood, the Serbian crown becomes
holy itself, thus marking newly acquired independence of Serbian state.

The following biography of Sava set the stage for the story of the church
independence. His life as a monk and his endeavours are represented so that the
mounting to the archbishop seat became the only possible outcome of his pious
life. As a result, the naming of the dioceses of Serbian archbishopric, including the

ones that became part of it later,”* is the highlight of his biographical section.
2 ...CEB'k KE U CBOMMb MOLJEMb Bh 0\(‘I'IOKOEN'I'E, HAENRE H AO NLINIA YhCTHNHE H CRETIE MOLIH Erd
I'IpEEMEAIO'I‘I: NEEpEAMM'k H MMpO MNOMOYKCTNO  BAANOBONO  HUCTAYAKRTh BhCEMbh  Ch EEpOIO
NPUCTOYNAIPTHME. .., Jb. CtojanoBuh, Cmapu cpncku podocinosu u iemonucu, 18-20.

2L For example, in genealogies Zavida is brother of Stefan Nemanja and he founded church of St.
Peter and Paul on river Lim. ldem, 20-21. Zavida was father of Grand Zupan Stefan Nemanja and his
brother Miroslav was ktetor of the famous church.

22 nenasnnurk ce NA NEMB MAATOAN CBETArO MEBLA npopoKa uapa Aaeuaa. .., [dem, 20-23. On the
King David as a means of legitimisation during the rule of younger Stefan Nemanja and as a model of
ideal ruler see C. Mapjaunosuhi-dymanuh, Bradapcka udeonoeuja Hemaruha, 100-110, 197-209.

2 This is probably the reason why some of the manuscripts leave out the mention of his sanctity,
noting only that he was buried there, Jb. Crojanosuh, Cmapu cpncxu podocnosu u aemonucu, 19, 46 and
many of the later genealogical notes.

24 Such as bishoprics of Branicevo and Belgrade, Idem, 26-27.
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Sava’s holiness was either related to the focal point of his cult, monastery MileSeva, or
to the naming of the third archbishop and his nephew.” It is interesting that this
mention had the same function as the acknowledgement of the sainthood of his
father. In this case, Serbian church was sanctified and, furthermore, the king’s title
itself, since Sava was the one who carried out the coronation of his brother Stefan,
again highlighting the independence of Serbian rulers.

We see that the prominent biographies of dynastic saints served as the means
of sanctification not only the dynasty but also the state, church and the king’s
crown. The rest of the text is comprised of mentions of their successors and their
major endowments, so the contrast between the beginning and later parts is
conspicuous. Additionally, another remark will prove that the focus on the
founders reflected the belief that they were the bearers of dynastic sacredness.
Other holy kings were almost never named as such, even though they had
widespread cults. For instance, whilst naming endowments of King Stefan Uros 11
Milutin (1282-1321) and his son King Stefan Uro$ III Decanski (1321-1331), it is
said they built them also for their remnants.? It’s possible these were echoes of
their cults, but that didn’t go hand in hand with the genealogical way of perceiving
history, so they remained in the background.”” Therefore, these dynastic histories
met the function of traditional historiography, where the continuity was endurance
of the origin, whilst uniting all three time dimensions.?

The short form of these genealogies made them transferrable either as single
texts or as parts of particular manuscripts. Probably thanks to various textual
communities at monasteries and princely courts, they obtained a major role in
social and political life. The shift in their use is apparent in the next redaction of
Nemanji¢’s family tree. Existing genealogies were employed by Bosnhian ban
Tvrtko Kotromani¢ (1353-1377, king 1377-1391) in order to uphold his growing
ambition for the title of a king, which he later claimed. In practice, he based his
hold on the conquest of some Serbian territories, but that required an ideological
explanation. Since he was related to the famous dynasty through a female relative,
his branch of the family was added to the existing text. Hence, he was depicted as

% Idem, 28-29.

%% 1dem, 31-33. For example: Gun poan...CTedana kpana, TpeTiaro OVpowa, WKe ch3pa
KPACHOYIO UPLKEL CEETArO Bh3NECENIA FOCNIOANA NpH pete Bu(cTpu)ue, Aedann, HAEHKE YCTNIE MOLIM €M
noungawThk. (He bore...King Stefan Uros III, who built entrancing church of The Holy Ascension on the
river Bistrica, De€ani, where his revered remains rest)

2" This will change in later redactions, thanks to the reactualisation of the cult of king Stefan Uro§
III Decanski. ldem, 34. Afterwards, with many interpolations and mixing of historiographical genres
others were also called holy, but that was part of another process not related to the imagining of ruler’s
genealogy. For these developments, illustrated on a particular genealogical note see M. Bacusbesuh,
['eneanoruje u3Mmely ucCTOpHje M HICOJNOTHje: NpUMEp MOpeKia KHerume Mummue, HMcmopujcku
uaconuc 65 (2016) 77-99, p. 94-96.

2. Riissen, Anndherung: Funktionstypologie der historiographischen Narration, La littérature
historiographique des origines a 1500. Tome 1 (Parte historique), 40-49, p. 42-44.
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an heir of the Nemanjics, holders of the Serbian crown and rulers of the Serbian
lands.”® This separate genealogical note demonstrates several distinct features of
genealogies. The first one is the almost inevitable political use of lineages in the
contest for power and ideological heritage, which is not a solely Serbian
phenomenon.® Related to that is the reversion to the female relatives in the absence of
the male ones as the transmitters of family’s charisma.*! The last feature is their
dynamig:zs and constant changing in nearly every generation, their potential “living”
quality.

This quality is most notably visible in the next stage of the development of
genealogies. Since the Serbian prince and despot Stefan Lazarevi¢ (1389-1427) is
the last person mentioned in numerous texts, it is around his reign or shortly after
that we can date them. One of the many functions of new genealogies is the
portrayal of the Despot Stefan as a legitimate heir of Stefan Nemanja. The motif is
depicted by naming his mother Princess Milica a descendant of Prince Vukan, the
older son of Grand zupan Nemanja (compare Fig. 1 and 2). Even though this short
lineage, added to the text after the time of ban Tvrtko, is probably falsification, it is
important because it shows the relevance of genealogies in a person’s representation.®

Secondly, by adding a text at a beginning these genealogies display the
notable transformation of the approach to a family’s past. The forefather of Serbian
rulers was found in the family of the holy Emperor Constantine the Great.
According to genealogies, the Serbian dynasty originated from Constantia, sister of
Constantine the Great, who was married to his co-ruler Licinius.** From him to the
Nemanji¢s there are two generations: Licinius — Bela Uro§s — Techomil — Stefan

2 Also, it is striking how swift the transformation of these texts into an ideological tool was. On
the reorganisation of genealogies M. Bacusbesuh, Hacranak cprickux pojgociosa u jierormca, 99—101.
With that, king had a long line of royal predecessors; he belonged to royal tradition. Therefore, his
genealogy constituted his legal title to rule. On this function of genealogies D.N. Dumville, Kingship,
Genealogies and Regnal Lists, Early Medieval Kingship, ed. By P.H. Sawyer and I. W. Wood, Leeds
1997, 72-104.

% |, Genicot, Les Généalogies, 36. Here, the history, expressed by genealogies, becomes a by-
product of politics, B. Guenée, Y a-t-il une historiographie médiévale?, Revue Historique 258/2 (1977)
261-275, p. 267.

3 The similar cases where female relative connected dynasties, whether it was true or
fabricated: B. Guenée, Les généalogies entre 1’histoire et la politique: la fierté d’étre Capétien, en
France, au Moyen Age, Annales. Economies, Sociétés, Civilisations 33/3 (1978) 450-477, p. 461-464.
Also see note 51.

32|, Shopkow, Dynastic History, 227-228. Every transcription was usually a new redaction,
L. Genicot, Les Généalogies, 27-28.

3 The various sources mention undefined kinship of Princess Milica with the dynasty, but they
do not confirm the lineage Vukan-Milica. Hence, it was probably fabricated, M. Bacumbesuh,
['eneanoruje n3melhy ucropuje u uaeoIOrHje: NpUMEpP NOpeKIia kKHeruwe Mumme, 77-99.

% For example: Gk e BAAFOULCTHLIETH uaph Bon'cTanTune npucgameth kk cesh napa Aikinia,
BB AABAETE EMOY CECTPOY B0 How cTan Tito Bk skenoy 1ero...(This pious Emperor Constantine arrogated
to himself Emperor Licinius and gave him his sister Constantia for a wife), Jb. Crojanosuh, Cmapu
cpncku pooocnosu u temonuci, 4.
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Nemanja. The textual model for the genealogy was probably found in the Italian
work | Reali di Francia (The Royalty of France), a compilation of songs and
romans by Andrea da Barberino. The book four is in fact roman Buovo d’Antona,
whose many episodes take place in Sclavonia, the territory of the contemporary
Serbian state.* The connection to the present-day Serbian region is presumably the
reason for popularity of The Royalty of France, since we find translations of this
work in old Serbian at the turn of XIV and XV centuries. The genealogy can be
found at the end of a sixth book, where Constantine the Great is an ancestor of
French, English and Hungarian royal lines. There it is said that Constantine married
his sister to his co-Emperor Licinius.*

With this, monastic genealogies were transformed into the lay genealogies.*’
They were usually written under the influence of the favoured courtly romans
which for the most part dealt with antique histories, as in the Serbian case.® Even
these recreations of classical civilisations in the image of medieval society served
elevating past and present into a kind of atemporal equivalence, where present was
furnished with ancient antecedents.*® Consequently, under the influence of the
renowned courtly literature, the heroic founders were picked among the most
prominent protagonists of these works, creating a new sense of legitimacy, power
and prestige.

Accordingly, Licinius was chosen as an ancestor of Serbian rulers most likely
because he was born in the province of Moesia Superior, which was the new social,
political and cultural heart of the Serbian state. Probably bearing in mind this
connection, in genealogies Licinius was said to be Serb.”” By placing Serbian

% The connection with this work was made by H. Banamesnh, Jlerormcmm o mopekity Hemasiha,
Tpunosu 3a krudicegnocm, jesux, ucmopujy u goarnop 21/1-2 (1955) 5-13. Buovo d’Antone was one of
the most popular western romans in Balkans, and for that was often transcribed separately from entire
work, idem, Huxnyc Mapra Kpamwesuhia u odjeyu ¢panyycko-umanujancke gumeuike KroudiCesHOCMU,
Ckorube 1935, 11-15.

% A. da Barberino, | Reali di Francia, a cura di G. Vandelli e G. Gambarin, Bari 1947, 564.

7 On the emergence of lay genealogies see M. Bacussepnh, Hacramak cprickux pomocioBa i
neromuca, 108-111.

% Foreign literature in the X1V and X V™ centuries came across trading routes of Adriatic coast,
where Italians were in contact with Catholic population from Dubrovnik, who in turn traded with
hinterlands. During that time, we find many translations of the popular books such as Roman of Troy,
Tristan and Isolde and already mentioned | Reali di Francia. The translations in modern Serbian
language Poman o Tpoju; Poman o Anexcandpy Bemuxom, npup. P. Mapunkosuh, Beorpan 1986;
Hosecm o Tpucmany u Hocomu, nipup. W. Tpunkar, Beorpan 1988. For some of the romans it is not
known whether they were translated from Greek or Italian, which is the case with the Roman of
Alexander: Cpncxa Anexcandpuoa, npup. P. Mapunkosuh u B. Jepkosuh, Beorpan 1985; P. MapuHosu,
Cpncxa Anexcanopuoa. Mcmopuja ocnosroz mexcma, beorpan 1997.

% G. Spiegel, Romancing the Past. The Rise of Vernacular Prose Historiography in Thirteenth-
Century France, Berkeley and Los Angeles 1993, 104-105.

0 n older manuscripts, he is “some nobleman Serb, named Licinius” and in later ones he is
“Serbian emperor”, Jb. Crojanosuh, Cmapu cpncku pooociosu u remonucu, 6—7. Of these notes in the
context of the Late Antique heritage, C. M. hupkosuli, [TyTeBi 1 TOKOBU peLeNIije aHTHIKOT Hacieha
y cpenmoBekoBHO] Cpbuju, Tpeha jyzocnosencka kongepenyuja suzanmonoza. Kpywesay 10—13. maj,
yp. Jb. Makcumosuh, H. Pagomesuh u E. Pagynosuh, beorpan—Kpymesar; 2002, 1-8, p. 7.
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identity in Late Antiquity, the sense of continuity of the rule over a Serbian land
was created. This new view of dynastic history shows that the political identity is
hereditary just as virtue and that it goes against the general sense of discontinuity.
In such way, the recuperation of the past becomes a process of self-definition.*
The need for this kind of reinvention was born in the present-day political trials and
constant wars with the Ottomans, which resulted in the gradual decrease of the
territory of Serbian despotate. By re-expressing a paradigm of origin, understood as
the source of value and political right, an attempt to nullify the actual decline is
revealed.*

However, even though Licinius is named as the male ancestor of Serbian
dynasty, the central figure of these genealogies is Constantine the Great for is the
one who, as a forefather, receives an entire biographical section.”* Although the
content of chapters differs from manuscript to manuscript, the main focus is on the
civil wars he undertook against his co-rulers: Maximian, Maxentius and Licinius.*
As could be expected, the Battle of the Milvian Bridge had a distinguished place in
the portrayal of Emperor Constantine. With that he becomes “the champion of a
new faith, pious, meek and stealthy ruler”.*> Moreover, few note the foundation of
Constantinople and the trip to Jerusalem his mother Jelena took to find the True
Cross.*

What is striking in this chapter is that Licinius remained the negative
character in the story of Constantine the Great. He was the prosecutor of
Christians, torturer of his daughter Irina (in some texts daughter of the holy
emperor) and others. After the prolonged tolerance of such actions, he was
decapitated by Constantine himself. We see that the official narrative of the deeds
of Constantine the Great was not changed in the favour of the ancestral figure of
Licinius. He remained the personification of the prosecutions, which were,
according to these texts, over after his death. This brings us back to the exemplary

41« the creation of a sense of continuity between the classical past and medieval present was an
act of intellectual will...It required, as a basis for its success, the conversion of the “other” represented
by the ancient world into a fictive “sameness”...into a medieval identity”, G. Spiegel, Romancing the
Past, 103.

“2 1dem, 224-225.

3 It is interesting that even one Albanian nobleman Konstandin Muzaka used this genealogy in
order to show how, by being related with the Serbian dynasty, his family descendent from Emperor
Constantine, H. banamresuh, Opjetm 3amaja y CpIiCKOj KEHKEBHOCTH CPEIbEr Beka, JKusu jesuyu.
Yaconuc 3a cmpane jezuke u kroudicegnocm 1/1-2 (1957) 5-14, p. 13.

* One of the later genealogies dedicates a lot of attention to the marriages that connected all four
rulers into one family, Jb. Crojanosuh, Cmapu cpncku podocnosu u riemonucu, 2-4.

*® G BoH"CTAN THNL LiAph BhICTH MOVKh EAAFON” PAREIMB KPOThKR, THXh, AKOBE BAAMOULCTIE,
MOCORE POASY XpicTianckomoy. ldem, 6.

*® This was probably the reflection of the cults of St. Constantine and his mother Jelena. These
subjects were recently examined several papers in: Koncmanmun Benuxu y eusanmujckoj u cpnckoj
mpaouyuju, npup. Jb. Makcumosuh, beorpan 2014.
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functions of dynastic histories, which provided both models to imitate and to
avoid.”’

Moral stance in the approach to a family’s past was one of the most
prominent traits of the lay genealogies. *® There, the commendable predecessors
displayed virtues that their heirs should embody. Yet again, it is demonstrated that
different parts of any given genealogy can have different social function.* Hence,
we can see why Constantine the Great is the one who received the biographical
chapter and why was he considered an ancestor.® By being related to the most
Christian ruler, also a saint, Prince and Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢ could not have had
a better role model and more illustrious forerunner.

Since the most important connections between Constantine the Great and
Despot Stefan were made by women, they were also maternal genealogies.
Maternal genealogies were, in fact, a frequent occurrence in Medieval Europe.
They appeared most often in lay genealogies whenever there were no male siblings
to transmit lands and noble blood.® Furthermore, by means of typological
interpretations between distant past and present, Stefan Lazarevi¢ was equally an
heir of Constantine the Great and of Nemanji¢s.*® To illustrate the importance of
this idea, it will be pointed out that Prince Lazar, husband of Princess Milica and
father of Despot Stefan, was not even mentioned, even though, after his
decapitation at the battle of Kosovo in 1389, his cult was one of the greatest means
of legitimisation of his son.”®

The following parts of genealogy also give interesting insights into the ways
in which genealogies were constructed. The son of Constantia and Licinius is
named Bela Uros, whose name was philologically interpreted. He is said to have
had white hair and that he married the daughter of the French king Anna.** This

* L. Shopkow, Dynastic History, 241-244.

“8 G. Duby, Remarques sur la littérature généalogique en France, 295-298.

* D.N. Dumville, Kingship, Genealogies and Regnal Lists, 37-88.

% 0On the transformations of the ideological systems under the influence of foreign cultures
G. Duby, Histoire sociale et idéologies des sociétés, Faire de [’histoire, sous la dir. de J. le Goff et
P. Nora, Paris 1986, 147-168, p. 153-154.

5! Even though many women appear in the first written genealogy of Nemanjics, they were
mostly foreign princesses who didn’t bring any land. What these mentions meant to the text was
probably emphasizing the affiliation between Serbian and foreign ruling families, thus creating a larger
European family of dynasties. Maternal genealogies are only the ones where female member “change
the course of history”. One of the prominent examples are many noble lineages where Emperor
Charlemagne was made an ancestor of many families, idem, Structures de parenté et noblesse dans la
France du Nord aux XI° et X11® siécles, Hommes et structures du Moyen Age, 267-285.

52 . Spiegel, Political Utility in Medieval Historiography: A Sketch, History and Theory 14/3
(1975) 314-325, p. 321.

%% C. Mapjanosuh-/lymranuh, Jlumactija u cseTocT y no6a mopourte Jlasapesuh: crapu y3opu 1
HOBH MOJIEINH, 300pHuUK padosa Buzanmonouikoz uncmunmyma 43 (2006) 77-95, p. 77-83.

% «Belo” in Serbian means white. The information of the marriage with French princess also points
out to the | Reali di Francia as a source for the genealogy, H. Banamesuh, Onjenu 3amama y cprickoj
KIbIDKEBHOCTH Cpeiiber Beka, 13—14.
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leads us to the dynasty that ruled in Serbian lands in the XI™ and XII™ centuries,
either Grand Zupan Uro§ I (1112-1145) or Grand Zupan Uro$ II (1145-1161).%
The name Bela implies either son-in-law of Uros I, Hungarian king Bela IT (1131—
1141), or zupan’s son Belo§, a prominent figure at the Hungarian court. Thus, a
collective memory played a substantial part in the creation of these texts.®
Moreover, his character was tailored to the following rulers by stating the he
founded a church dedicated to Nemanji¢’s dynastic saint, Saint Stephen the
Protomartyr. Through Bela Uro§ and Tehomil, antique emperors and Nemanjics
were related through a kind of genealogical elision, which in real time spanned for
over 800 years.”

The aim at the creation of the connection between distant beginning and
present can be explained by the work imaginative memory. The term denominates
a specific reflection of the past that is both creative and inventive, which evokes
often fantastic transformations of reality. That way, imaginative memory implies a
dialectic relationship of continuity between two temporal spaces. In moments of
stress, threatened existence or independence or in times of general discontinuity
groups concentrates on self-definition.® By creating continuity, sometimes by
rediscovery of the past, the identity is settled and some of the frustrations are
calmed. Here the origins too concentrate the constitutive power of imaginative
memory.

As it becomes obvious, lay genealogies represent a work of imaginative
memory in every aspect described. Another facet of imaginative memory is that it
was usually fairly easily influenced by objects. The memorials as physical objects
could have played an important role in memorializing the past by attaching a
commemorative meaning to them.”® Any type of memorial, such as relic or, rather,
the reliquary, could have been a catalysator in creations of foundation legends,
hence providing the community with a new identity. It seems that this was also the
case with lay genealogies in Serbia.

It is known that the right hand of Emperor Constantine the Great was placed
in Belgrade, the capital of Serbian despotate. Rebuilt around 1402-1404, the new
centre of the state was a site where the old ideological concepts gave way to the

%5 Hcmopuja cpnckoe napooa 1. O0 najcmapujux eépemena 0o Mapuuxe oumxe (1371), yp.
C. hupkosuh, beorpan 1981, 198208 (J. Kamuh).

% On the collective memory and potential historical background reflected in genealogies Jb.
Crojanosuh, Cmapu cpncku pooocnosu u nemonucu, CV1.

5 On the reduction of the family members: D.N. Dumville, Kingship, Genealogies and Regnal
Lists, 87.

%8 Amy Remensnyder created a term imaginative memory in order to examine monastic founding
legends in Medieval Southern France. A.G. Remensnyder, Remembering Kings Past. Monastic
Foundation Legends in Medieval Southern France, New York 1995, 1-4.

% Eadem, Legendary Treasure at Conques: Reliquaries and Imaginative Memory, Speculum 70/1
(1996) 884-906.
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universal, byzantine, ones.® This meant that relics were the crucial means of the
sacralisation of the city. Remnants of St. Petka, the holy empress Teophano and the
emperor’s right hand were placed in Belgrade next to the old icon of the Virgin
Mary.*

Even though the texts from that time do not speak of the emperor’s right
hand, the reliquary with the Serbian inscription was saved; now placed at The
Kremlin Museum.®” It was taken from Belgrade by Sultan Suleiman the
Magnificent and given to Patriarch Jeremiah | of Constantinople. After that,
Patriarch Jeremiah Il gave it to Emperor Feodor | during his visit to Moscow in
1588. Three canticles of the Feast of Saints Constantine and his mother Helen,
celebrated on May 21, are still to be seen on the reliquary. This narrative reliquary
could have acted as a stimulus for extracting a genealogy from a beloved roman, in
order to make the first Christian emperor a forefather of Despot Stefan Lazarevi¢.
Hence, the new relationship between the relic and the despot’s legitimacy was
created. This shows the power of imaginative memory to re-inscribe the meaning
of the monument.®

The deeper message behind the constructed genealogy might be revealed in
the contemporaneous Life of Despot Stefan Lazarevié by Konstantin Kostenecki.
Written in the years of 1433-1435, this biography is dedicated to Despot Stefan,
who wasn’t yet canonised, even though the text suggests that there were plans for
it. Probably because of the undefined status of the protagonist, this work represents
a conflation between genres of biography and hagiography. The title is the one that
heralds a life of a saint, such are the ruler’s traits he embodies, the miracles
following his death and demands for his life to be written. These parts of the text
could form a typical life for Synaxarion, the liturgical text for the potential feast.
On the other hand, the majority of The Life is a historical account of the rule of
Serbian despot. The tension between possibly conflicting segments is mirrored by
the author himself. He notes that he wrote as a ‘“chronographer with all that
follows”.** Additionally, in order to reconcile these segments, he shaped the events

80 C. Mapjanosuh-/lymanuh, Jluractija u ceroct y 106a mopoanrte Jasapesuh, 77-95. Author
points out that the crucial period in defining new ideological concepts was the time of establishing
Belgrade as capital.

8 For the program of sacralisation of Belgrade, which was essentially Constantinopolian see
J. Epnespan, beorpan xkao Hoeu Jepycanum. Pasmuisbama o perentuji jeqHor Tomoca y go6a gecrnora
Credana Jlasapesuha, 30opnux padosa euzammonowroe uncmumyma 43 (2006) 96-110; eadem,
H3zabpana mecma. Koncmpyucarve Hosux Jepycanuma koo npasociagnux Cnogena, beorpan 2013, 169—
189, with older literature.

2EF A MopmakoBa, KoBuer ans pecHuisl csitoro uaps Koncrantuna, Xpucmuanckue
penuxsuu 8 mockogeckom Kpemne, pen. A. Jlunos, Mocksa 2000, 126-128.

8 Amy G. Remensnyder also insists on the interstices between relics and reliquary, where the
latter could interpret the meaning of the former, but that in turn itself could be reinterpreted by memory,
A. G. Remensnyder, Legendary Treasure at Conques, 886-890.

8 AkTonmesus ¢ npounnmu Beckmu, Koncrantunn ®unocodp u meros JKueor Credana
JlazapeBuha mecniota cprickora, 1o JiBeMa CpIICKO-CJIOBEHCKHM PYKOIMCHMa, H3HOBHUIIE H3a0 B. Jaruh,
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in order to protect the image of Despot Stefan as an ideal ruler and protector of all
Christians. Because of that, the loose attachment to historical truth marks the entire
work.

The introduction of The Life of Despot Stefan consists of a two-part eulogy.
The first panegyric is dedicated to despot himself, while the next one is a laudation
to the Serbian lands, people and, in the end, the ruler’s lineage.65 During the
laudation, Konstantin Philosopher mentioned two Serbian saints, Simeon and Sava.
Their accolade stood for the opening of genealogy that became the pinnacle of the
entire prelude. The author announced that he wanted to find the cause for the
appearance of Sava, who was equal-to-the-apostles. Then, he wrote that the God
saved the blood of Constantine the Great in order to accomplish the imperial and
apostolic deeds.®® And just as Abraham waited for 430 years for a promise to be
fulfilled, so did the line of the first Christian emperor.

By definition, the lineage could not be considered a proper genealogy, since
it is not an independent work; but, its relation to the examined ones makes it
recommendable for the analysis. As with the previous ones, it opens with a brief
history of Constantius Chlorus and the description of his conversion to Christianity
in Britain. However, the author abruptly switched from naming his co-rulers to the
mention of his children. Here it is said that Constantia was married to Licinius, the
Serb, whereas the rest of the genealogy follows the described examples.

What is interesting is that in eulogy Constantine was represented as the first
Christian ruler, equal-to-the-apostles, sacred emperor, protector of faith and builder
of the most famous capital in the world, Constantinople.®” Throughout the rest of
The Life, the author insisted on the comparison between Stefan and Constantine,
especially during the description of Belgrade, whilst the two capitals are also
compared. That is why Belgrade is dedicated to the Virgin, why it is called
“emperor’s city”, had seven mounts and was the image of the Heavenly Jerusalem.
The building of Belgrade was considered one of the greatest accomplishments of
Despot Stefan, just as Constantinople was of Constantine. Moreover, first Christian

Iachux Cpnckoe yuenoe opywmea 42 (1875) 223-328, p. 327. Also, on another place, author addresses
to reader and listener that his text is like the one vy carystvynyhy knigahy ldtopisaniihy, which implies his
model for the writing were universal and imperial crhonicles, Idem, 262. On the universal chronicles see, K. H.
Kriiger, Die Universalchroniken, Typologie des sources du Moyen Age Occidental fasc. 16, Brepols—
Tournhout 1976.

8 N. Radofevi¢, Laudes Serbiae. The Life of Despot Stephan Lazarevié by Constantine the
Philosopher, 360pnux padosa Busanmonowrxoz uncmumyma 24-25 (1986) 445-451.

% Koncrantun ®Ounocod u mero XKusor Credana Jasapesuhia, 255-258. It is not known whether
Konstantin the Philosopher wrote the first and lengthy genealogies. The only thing that can be confirmed
is that he is responsible for the short version we find in The Life, B. Cn. Pamojuunh, Koncraaruu
®Ouo3o¢ u crapu CpICKU POIOCIOBH, 360pHUK UHCIMUMYmMA 3a npoyyasarse Kroudicesnocmu |, beorpan
1951, 57-61.

57 On Constantine the Great as a prefiguration of Serbian rulers: C. Mapjanosuh-Tymanuf,
HoBu KoHCTaHTHH y CPIICKO] MIMCAHOj TPAIULMjU Cpetber Beka, Koncmanmun Benuxu y euzanmujckoj u
cpnexkoj mpaouyuju, 81-98 with older literature.
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emperor is the one who leaves a legacy of the apostolic deeds to be carried out,
which was done by St. Sava, thus reminding us of the former monastic
genealogies. We see that the notion of the holy root or, even more, two holy roots,
was presented in more detail.

What is interesting, however, is that all of them, Constantine the Great, Saint
Sava ad Stefan Lazarevi¢, lived in the time when the Christianity was threatened.
This comprises another message of The Life. Just as the first two saved it, so will
Despot Stefan deliver Christians from the Ottomans, Muslim conquerors. In that
way, the historical consciousness presents itself as a correlation of the memory of
the past, the meaning of the present and the expectations of the future.®® In
addition, relating Stefan Lazarevi¢ and Emperor Constantine here served a
presentation of Serbian despotate as an inheritor of Byzantine empire.

Written after the death of Despot Stefan, ideological implications of The Life
were of importance for his heir, Despot Purad Brankovi¢. As a nephew of Despot
Stefan, his bloodline became as sacred as the Lazarevi¢’s one.” In subsequent
years, additional branches of the families of new despots were added to the
genealogies. In later centuries, the content was mixed with the one of stemmas and
of chronicles, thus creating a hybrid text.”” But, in its essence, the message behind
genealogies remained the same.

In the end, we can see that no matter the type or the form, in medieval Serbia
the rulers’ genealogies were always envisaged in the same way. Rulers always
represented themselves as descendants of saints, whether it was in shortened
lineages in charters, painted or written genealogies. In the first two cases, the
predominant focus was on the holiness of the founders, but this was followed as
well by continual sacralisation of the dynasty. In the case of monastic genealogies,
the entire ruling family was depicted as descending from the oldest saints in their
bloodline. With the further development, in lay genealogies, the saint emperor was
chosen as an ancestor, thus creating two holy roots. Finally, these genealogies
helped remembering Nemanjiés as a sacred dynasty in the following centuries.

€8 J. Riissen, Anniherung: Funktionstypologie der historiographischen Narration, 41-42.

% On the place The Life and the official charters had as a means of legitimisation of despot
Purad, M. BacuspeBuh, I'eneanoruje m3melhy ucropuje W HIeONOrHje: MPUMEp MOPEKIa KHETHIHE
Munune, 87-91.

70 See note 27.



Imagining the Ruler’s Genealogy in Medieval Serbia 87

15

"gourJeadde JO JapJ0 aU1 Ul Palou ase siaquua Ajiwe (Ajewiuiw JaydIp s1xa1) OST punoJe saibofeauss) T "B

pein@iodsag Alsorn sordwy (oRMmA) RSB O1A ] UEQ WETISOF
21 wreig10dsag eI vemsTq ABIsTPEY Azson] tEpIgUEq UEIISOg
1o1adimz pue Suny g PRI !
1] L | T ]
1
ToHI sseoTEd 1T 5030 wegeIs Sury eieaEsyEr s1s0i ATISTPELL
— — ! T 1]
1
SuppuEnESung 30
wmnppy | Surjuer
oyery, 2ound pue sor L Sy Hmummw_ HM_HMM:_%
_ L |
|
SumyuenESung
aB[sTEI 25U Jo BEENED TOAAL
o0 15017 (E1o8) Sury]
(praeq eavg doysiquare
o) Earq vedng| pami] avpsmpasg uezalg Ar[spELy Sung Ajsopeyg Sury
_ [ I I |
|
fones Somary J03edus
ag)eaegdoysiquore | | weny soumd puesy ﬁwpw%hwﬁwmmn
uEIqIeS 155 uigeg Sury
[ I T
|
BUY 00
‘woaung 1g) Blrewa) AB[SOATT TEIENG BPIABZ
B
I I I 1]
I
Supjuenuatog
wopey doysig 3Jo1eyEnep
" 0O MEOY3] 153ug
Sumy
eul shgew Youarg o rysnep
By 00 5030 B2
snmEar] BLETT
BISE0Y a0 ERrEISHOD STRUEISTOY ermreasToD) sosedug]

T33IH 3T BISTO




16

Marija Vasilijevi¢

88

‘(sa16ojeauab ay ul

(eze7-207)
S0 BANQ UEADTI0IBdW3

(TeeT-55€T)
As0IN U2 gs ioIadw3

pauonuaw siaquiaw Ajiwey syl Buieas) siajnJ UeIQaS JO 9311 Ajlwey pawLiiyuod Ajjearioisiy pue paijdwis z ‘614

(£9€T-99€T)
(AA)ANA B11S08 Jo e

(T6ET~£LET ‘LLET-€5ET)

Jeze

auazNOEIUEY 3UBI| 00

(9SvT~20T) 1By
pengiodsag

| AL e1usog J0 B pue Ueg|

J|_

(2£€1-65€T) (SSET-9PET'SPET-TEET)
Sojoajed (e51us) uoawis Supy uesnq Al AejsoulN :mmw,mmm: aﬁm_mﬁ,xzm:
“eijesaL pUe N3 J0.10Jdw3 504 e 215 Jouadw pue Sury ASIPSIR A Hpsed lizseasslusnaoten
| 1 | | |
1

unuEISUOYy

(Teet-12€T)
DisUe3aQ 111504N UeJas Bury

{_|_

(1ze1-2821)
URAIA 11 5040 uegaxs Bury

(VTET—£82T 23)
| uedals elusog Jo ueg aa (ezeT-91€T)

RelSIpE|A wais po ury
exanesipr

_|_|_

A vegas Bupy

UeLedunH Jo JaEnep ‘euje) 00
(9TET—48ZT) Wais o

Uiy ‘(2821-9£2T) UNFeiq UeJas Juiy

JIA0NUEIg YNA 00
BTN

(tzv1-20rT

‘Z0PT-68ET) Uesoas
Jodsaq pue aoulld

J|_

(68ET-G9ET "220)
JIezE] 32Ulld 00

211/ $589U LG

ORIA 30U

(5¢21-£527) 1 504N uesa3s Buy|

noluy Jo euafar oo

(ever-g€et)
Refsipe|A uesas Suy

12AeS doysI Ry ‘Al Ipald leezr-azz1]

nejsopey uejans Juy

afuawig uedng

ueyais elping jo Bury

apiog elping jo funy

(sgz1-6121T)

enes doys KUY ‘osey

ofopueq o33 330 o saynep ey oo

|1150 131y J0udw3 o s33yEnep ‘lopn3 oo
(BEZT~LT21°LT21-36TT)

Jluewan ueyas Fury pue uednz pues

uBinABIIL pUeIs

| 1 |
1
euy oo (
(9911
(3611-99T1) Ae S0 33UL pUeID awens ~E9TT) 1wl Uedng puels
efuewan uejals uedn; pues
L 1 1 |
1
epiez




