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SERBIAN PRINTED BOOK DECORATION IN THE 15™ AND 16™ CENTURIES:

CENTRES AND CREATIVE PRODUCTION

MirosLAV LAaziC

The production of old Serbian printed books originated
in Cetinje in the last decade of the 15" century under the
patronage of Purad Crnojevi¢, the Lord of Zeta.* With
the fall of Zeta, the last sovereign Serbian land, under Ot-
toman dominion, printing activities were not terminated,
but rather continued in changed historical circumstances,
achieving their heyday between the late 1510s and early
1570s. In the course of the 16™ century, along with Venice,
the largest centre of printing and trading in books in Eu-
rope of the time, where Cyrillic texts in the Serbian Church
Slavonic language were being published by Bozidar and
Vié¢enco Vukovi¢ and the latter’s successors (Stefan of
Skadar, Jakov of Kamena Reka, Jerolim Zagurovi¢, Jakov
Krajkov, Hieromonk Stefan Pastrovi¢ and Bartolomeo Gi-
nami), liturgical books were also being printed in a small
number of Orthodox monastic centres (Rujan, Gracanica,
Mileseva and Mrksina Crkva), as well as in some of the
towns in the occupied ethnic Serbian lands (Gorazde and
Belgrade). With the exception of prayer books, called
the Prayer Book (Miscellany for Travellers), which were
published in Venice and predominantly contained reli-
gious and didactic texts intended for private devotional
purposes, the rest were liturgical books used in Ortho-
dox Christian Church services, which, due to negligible
orthographic differences between different recensions of
the Old Slavonic language, were available not only in the
Serbian lands, but also in other South Slavic territories.

* k%

Owing to intensive political, economic and cultural
cooperation between Zeta and Venice, Late Gothic
and Renaissance styles of book illustration affected the
morphology of the illustrations in the books printed at

! Tlysosuh, Houeyu cpiickoi witiamilapciiiea, 11-21, with the earlier
literature.

Cetinje and permeated the South Slavic manuscript tra-
dition.> This is already partly evident in the Octoechos,
Mode 1-4 (1494), the first publication of the Cetinje
printing house, whose decoration was mostly reduced
to a few headpieces, a small number of square initials
and ligatures in titles. A more substantial step towards
embracing Renaissance influences can be observed in
the Psalter with Appendices (1495), where the graphic
repertoire of this liturgical book, in addition to tradi-
tional initials, contains a large number of Renaissance
style initials, engraved in the manner of Erhard Ratdolt
(figs. 391, 392), the renowned Venetian printer and il-
lustrator, born in Augsburg.? Among the initials printed
over a black or red square background are images and
depictions of nude, winged putti, birds, fantastical ani-
mals, cornucopia and other popular Renaissance motifs.*

Among all the known Cetinje editions, the richest deco-
ration is that found in the Octoechos, Mode 5-8, whose
best preserved section, the one in the De¢ani monas-
tery, has only thirty-eight leaves.’> In addition to the
usual decorations found in Crnojevi¢s editions, that is
headpieces, initials and ligatures in titles, the Octoechos,
Mode 5-8 also contains a large number of illustrations
stamped using two woodcut blocks, inserted one into
the other.® From the surviving fragments, only six cen-
tral blocks are known, with the following scenes carved
into them: the Synaxis of Incorporeal Angels (fig. 393),
Synaxis of the Prophet John the Forerunner, Judas’ Be-
trayal, Synaxis of the Apostles with St. Nicholas, Descent

2 Jlasuh, V3garwa ueiiurocke wiiamiiapuje, 30.

* Menakosuh, Ipaguka cplickux witlamiuanux Krouia, 93-94.

4 Ibidem, 92-97.

* Ydunapun, Ieimoinacnux Bypha Llprojesuha, 21-31, with the
earlier literature.

¢ Hemmuposcku, Houeyu witiamiapcitisa y Lproj Iopu, 371.
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Fig. 391. Initial of letter ‘K, Psalter with appendices, edition of Purad
Crnojevi¢, NLS, 1 41

to Hades and the Three Hymnographers.” Particularly
interesting is an illustration with engraved depictions
of the three hymnographers in the foreground, whereas
the first church of the Cetinje monastery is most prob-
ably depicted in the background.® Unlike the central
compositions, which, with the exception of a few details,
largely adhere to the iconographic formulae of Eastern
Christianity, the sumptuous border is almost completely
executed in the spirit of Renaissance visual poetics. It is
composed of densely entwined and stylised vine branch-
es with flowers, with winged putti and real and fantasti-
cal animals framed by vine tendrils, whilst the symbols
of the four evangelists are depicted in the corners.®

The influence of the traditional manuscript culture on
printed books is particularly evident in the decoration
of Duke Bozidar Vukovi¢ Podgori¢anin’s publications.*
Even though he started his publishing activities in Venice,

7 Menakosuh, Ipaguxa cpiickux wiliamianux Krwuia, 97-110; Ilet-
xosuth C., Mnycitipavyuje u krousxcHu yxpac, 27-28.

8 Menakosuh, Ipaduxa cpiickux winiamiianux Kruia, 106-107; He-
MUPOBCKHM, [loveyu witiamiiapciuea y Llproj lopu, 375-377.

°® Menakosuh, Ipaguxa cpickux wilamianux xrwuia, 97-110; Ilet-
xosuth C., Mnycitipavuje u krousxcnu yxpac, 27-28.

1 Mepaxosuh, Ipaguxa cpickux ilamianux Krouia, 116-142.
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Fig. 392. Initial of letter ‘A Psalter with appendices, edition of Purad
Crnojevi¢, NLS, 1 41

a religiously and culturally different environment, he con-
sistently followed the South Slavic manuscript tradition
and Orthodox iconography, albeit he did make use of a
large number of decorative Renaissance vignettes.'* How-
ever, this emphasis on the continuity of manuscript illu-
mination was not only a reflection of Vukovi¢’s loyalty to
the Orthodox Church, but also, to a large extent, of mar-
ket requirements, on which his publishing programme
heavily depended. Therefore, Bozidar Vukovi¢ and the
editors of his publications (Pahomije, Teodosije, Genadi-
je and Mojsije), adapting to the technical potential of the
new medium, made sure that even the formal aspects of
a book were in harmony with its liturgical content and
religious purpose. This orientation towards tradition was
not reflected solely in the case of adopting ligatures in
titles, initials and headpieces, but also in the iconography
of the illustrations produced for the Prayer Book (Miscel-
lany for Travellers) — published in 1520 in both abridged
and unabridged versions'* and reprinted in 1536 - as
well as those for the Festal Menaion, completed in 1538.
For the purpose of publishing the Prayer Book, Vukovi¢

1 Ibidem, 116-142; Tletkosuh C., Mnycimpayuje u KrouxcHu ykpac,
29, 33; Idem, Mnycitipayuje cpiickux wiiamiianux Krouia, 72-73.
12 Mano-3ucu, 36opHuyu 3a ilyiinuKe, 151-171.
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Fig. 393. Synaxis of Incorporeal Angels, Octoechos, Mode 5-8, edition of Purad Crnojevi¢, De¢ani monastery, Decani 156
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Fig. 394. Three Melodists, Octoechos, Mode 5-8, edition of Bozidar Vukovic,
Krka monastery

ordered a large number of woodcut blocks, which, with
a few negligible thematic and iconographic exceptions,
follow the artistic tradition of Eastern Christianity. En-
graved in them, besides a number of scenes from the Cy-
cle of the Great Feasts,”? are waist-length portraits of the
most prominent saints of the Christian Church, which,
apart from their illustrative and didactic functions, also
served a role in praying. After a reprint in 1536, four of
the woodcut blocks were also used for the Octoechos,

' Mepaxosuh, Ipaguxa cpiickux willamianux Krouid, 123-142;
Ierxosuh C., Mnycmpayuje u KrouxHu yKpac, 29—-34.
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Mode 5-8 (Mother of God, Archangel Michael, Saint
Nicholas and Saint Demetrios), for which a totally new
block had been ordered bearing carved waist-length de-
pictions of the Three Melodists (fig. 394).*

The woodcut blocks at Bozidar Vukovi¢s disposal were
not sufficient for the illustration of the Festal Menaion, for
which reason he ordered a number of new ones. This is
Vukovi¢s most lavishly illustrated book, some of whose
copies, such as the one in the original collection of old
printed books in the National Library in Belgrade, now
kept in the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin (W 149),"
were printed on parchment and subsequently coloured.*
In addition to saints, depicted individually, the Festal Me-
naion also contains representations of the most important
events from the history of Christianity, as well as some of
the scenes from the Cycle of the Great Feasts."” Closely fol-
lowing the tradition of Eastern Christianity, the artisans
who produced these illustrations followed Late Byzan-
tine Italo-Cretan iconographic models. The models were
also emulated by the artists who painted the icons for the
Church of St. George of the Greeks (San Giorgo dei Greci)
in Venice, some of which are kept in the nearby Museum
of Icons of the Hellenic Institute.”* However, in addition
to the woodcut blocks carved according to post-Byzantine
iconographic patterns, Bozidar Vukovi¢’s Festal Menaion
also contains two representations that had not appeared
in iconography before. One of them contains depictions
of the founders of the Serbian state and Church, Saint
Simeon of Serbia and Saint Sava of Serbia, and the other a
scene in which Saint Nicholas is leading Stefan Decanski to
Christ (fig. 395),> which was thereafter to serve as an icon-
ographic model, notably in monumental church painting.**

Unlike Bozidar Vukovié, his son Vi¢enco's attachment to
Catholicism* in a changed spiritual and cultural climate,

" Tlerkosuh C., Mnycitipayuje u krouicHu yxpac, 33.

* HepemkoBuh, Cygduna wHecilianux cpegroo8exosHux pyKoiucad,
36-37; Jlasuh, 30upka ciapux wimiamianux Krouia, 157-216.

' JbySdunkosuh M., Bojenu gpsopes, 25-29. On the coloured illus-
trations of the other Vukovi¢s editions v. Xapucujapguc, Odojere ipa-
puxe y Okitiouxy ileflloinacruxy, 31-34.

7 TlerkoBuh C., Mnycitipayuje u krouicHu yxpac, 33.

'8 Idem, ITopexno unycitipayuja y witiamiianum Krouiama boxugapa
Bykosuha, 119-135, where the author believes the icons served as
direct iconographic exemplars.

¥ For more on the collection of icons kept in the Museum v. Kazana-
ku-Jlanna, Hacnegue Busaninuu.

? Tlerxosuh C., /Tuxosu Cpda ceemmiuitierva, 139-158; idem, Mny-
cilipavuje u KHwUiHU YKPac, 34.

' Kajmakosuh, Yitiuyaju ciiape cpticke ipaguxe, 233—-242; Byjuanh,
O Hexum uxonoipagckum ocodeHociuma, 107-116.

2 Jlasuh, M3mehy watapuottiusma, uoSorHOCHiY U WpiosuHe, 81-82.
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marked by the Counter-Reformation and more active
proselytism of the Roman Catholic Church, allowed for
a substantial inclusion of Western iconographic and Re-
naissance stylistic and morphological elements into Cy-
rillic books printed in Serbian Church Slavonic. Regard-
less of the fact that Vicenco Vukovi¢, when reprinting
his father’s books together with his Italian partner Bar-
tolomeo Da Schio,” used his father’s old woodcut blocks
for most of his editions (Leitourgikon, 1553; Psalter with
Appendices, 1561; and Octoechos, Mode 5-8, c. 1560),
he also enriched the graphic design of some of the books
with substantial iconographic and stylistic innovations.
For his very first publication, the Psalter with Appen-
dices, published in 1546, he used four new, rectangular
woodcut blocks, stamped in such a manner that they
framed the text on all sides. Engraved on the top and lat-
eral blocks are ribbons with stylised floral and geometric
motifs and interlaces, whereas the bottom block contains
three busts of saints. Eight different woodcut blocks, en-
graved in keeping with Eastern Orthodox iconographic
tradition, with the exception of the landscapes depicted
in the background, contain representations of the Deesis,
Church Fathers, prophets and symbols of the evangelists.*

Vic¢enco’s second publication, the Prayer Book (Miscel-
lany for Travellers), is totally dominated by West Euro-
pean iconographic patterns. Their inclusion was largely
due to the nature of the content and purpose of the edi-
tion, largely published for the needs of a broader range
of believers.> Here, too, is a printed frame around the
text, stamped with four rectangular woodcut blocks. En-
graved on the top and lateral blocks are stylised floral
and geometric aniconic motifs with inserted figural rep-
resentations of angels, putti, prophets and other figural
depictions borrowed from the inventory of graphic deco-
ration of contemporaneous Renaissance books. However,
this edition is primarily recognisable by the illustrations
stamped at the bottoms of the pages showing events
from the life of the Mother of God, Christ’s childhood
and passion, produced following West European icono-
graphic formulae (fig. 396). Their literary model was the
religious-didactic text Meditationes vitae Christi,*® which,
as a devotional text, was hugely popular with Roman
Catholics in late medieval and early modern times. In
addition to these figural representations, also particular-
ly outstanding are the two vignettes depicting The Holy

» Usgasauu, witiamiapu, ipeiucusayu, 94-98.

Ierxosuh C., Mnyciwpayuje u KrouxcHu ykpac, 37.
» Jlasuh, M3smehy tattipuoitiuzma, ioSoxHociiu u iipiosune, 87-88.
% Tlerxosuh C., Meditationes vitae Christi, 253-265.

24
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Fig. 395. Saint Nicholas Leading Stefan of Decani
to Christ, Festal Menaion, edition of Bozidar Vukovi¢, CBL, W 149

Trinity and The Veil of Veronica, produced in the same
stylistic manner. They present two major themes of the
Roman Catholic Church that in the period of the Coun-
ter-Reformation assumed a polemic character in addi-
tion to their religious-didactic one. Unlike other orna-
ments produced in the spirit of Western art, only these
two figural vignettes are found in the second edition
of Vic¢enco Vukovi¢’s Prayer Book, printed in 1560 not
only on paper, but on parchment as well.” The reasons
for the omission of recognisable Western iconographic

¥ MaHo-3ucn, Ilepiamenitinu 0gnomax, 57-66.
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Fig. 396. Crucifixion, Prayer Book (Miscellany for Travellers),
edition of Vi¢enco Vukovi¢, RSL

formulae, which were thereafter used only sporadically,
such as the Imago pietatis in Vi¢enco’s Octoechos, Mode
5—8 reprinted around 1560, should probably be sought
in the new historical circumstances and changes in the
spiritual and cultural climate. In the ethnic Serb territo-
ries, this was marked by the restoration of the Patriar-
chate of Pe¢ in 1557, whose priests tried to preclude the
spread of Roman Catholic influences.?

The other Venetian publishers that continued publishing
Cyrillic books in Serbian Slavonic after Vi¢enco Vukovi¢
mostly returned to illustrations and graphic decorations

2 JlekcukoH CPpUcKOCI0BEHCKOT WHAMIAPCTEa, 161-162.
» Petkovi¢, Artistic Activity, 624-626; idem, Mnycilipayuje cplickux
winamiuanux Kruia, 76-77.
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Fig. 397. Saint Elijah in the Cave, Miscellany of Jakov of Kamena Reka,
NLS, U 98

produced in the spirit of the tradition of Eastern Chris-
tianity. To some extent Stefan of Skadar, in the Lenten
Triodion, 1561 and Pentekostarion, 1561, and to a much
larger extent Jakov of Kamena Reka, in his Miscellany,
1566, mostly make use of the already known elements
of book decoration from Bozidar Vukovi¢s publica-
tions. Nevertheless, Jakov’s Miscellany also contains two
new illustrations depicting Saint Elijah in the Cave (fig.
397) and Palm Sunday.** A similar situation is also true
for the publications of Jerolim Zagurovi¢ - the Psalter
with Appendices (1569), Euchologion (1570) and Lei-
tourgikon (1570). Even though he largely adhered to
Vukovi¢’s exemplars, Zagurovi¢ also introduced some of

¥ Idem, Mnycitipayuje u KrouxncHu yKpac, 40.
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the decorative elements from contemporaneous Western
publications, such as the depictions of King David and
Matthew the Evangelist in the Leitourgikon. The very
same depiction of King David was later used by Bartolo-
meo Ginami in 1638 in his reprint of Zagurovi¢’s Psalter
with Appendices, at the end of which was stamped a rec-
tangular vignette with the image of the apostle Andrew,
produced in the spirit of Roman Catholic iconography.*
A particular feature of Zagurovi¢’s work was that he
printed his own emblem at the end of the Psalter and
Prayer Book,’* which Ginami later emulated in his Psal-
ter. Other publications, such as the Miscellany of Jakov
Krajkov from 1572, the Miscellany and Primer (Bukvar)
of Stefan Pastrovi¢,® both printed in 1597, were rather
sparsely decorated, which heralded new visual poetics.*

Book decoration in the publications printed in the ethnic
Serbian territories under Ottoman rule was much more
modest, as a shortage of finances and poor technical and
workmanship skills affected not only the typographic fea-
tures of the books, but also the quality of their visual and
graphic design. Unlike the publications printed in Cet-
inje and Venice, the decoration of these books almost en-
tirely adheres to the South Slavic manuscript tradition,?
which is already evident in the Gorazde editions of the
Leitourgikon (1519), Psalter (1521) and Euchologion
(1523), printed owing to the efforts of Bozidar Ljubavi¢
GoraZdanin and his sons, Purad and Teodor.?® This dec-
oration, which consists of a small number of interlaced
headpieces and elongated initials, is almost indiscernible
from manuscript illumination except in that in two in-
stances small images of the Mother of God Enthroned
(fig. 398) and busts of the Church Fathers Basil the Great
and John Chrysostom were inserted inside the headpiec-
es.”” However, in addition to these headpieces and those
copied from the Cetinje Octoechos, Mode 1-4, the Lei-
tourgikon also contains a decorative Renaissance vignette
with engraved motifs of cornucopia, birds and flowers,**
which, in all likelihood, was bought in one of the Vene-
tian workshops together with other printing equipment.

Unlike the Rujno Tetraevangelion, printed in 1537, where,
with the exception of initials and headpieces, there are

3

Ibidem, 40-41.

Munosuh, Jsuje-wipu pujeqis 0 3auTHUTHHUM 3HAKOBUMA, 123—126.
Mano-3ucn, IIpeu witiamiianu cpiicku Sykeap, 13-25.

Ierxosuh C., Mnycipayuje u KrouxcHu ykpac, 40.

Ibidem, 41.

Mano-3ucu, Ipaguka iopaxganckux Krouia, 287-308.

ITetrxosuh C., Mnycitipayuje u KrouxcHu yKpac, 41.

Menakosuh, Ipaguka cplickux witlamilanux Krouia, 112.
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Fig. 398. Headpiece with Mother of God Enthroned, Psalter with
appendices, edition of BoZidar Gorazdanin, NLS, 1 83

no other ornaments,* the Gracanica Octoechos, Mode
5-8 from 1539 also contains illustrations featuring a de-
piction of the Grac¢anica monastery church at the top,
whereas the bottom part, following the model of the
headpiece used by Bozidar Vukovi¢ in his Octoechos,
Mode 5-38, features the three hymnographers. It is in-
teresting, however, that originally, instead of the melo-
dists, there was an engraved ktetorial depiction of the
Gracanica Metropolitan Nikanor handing a book to the
Mother of God Enthroned.*

¥ Hemuposcku, Uliamiiapuja manaciiupa Pyjro, 172-174.

* Tlerxosuh C., Mnyciipayuje u KrouxcHu yKpac, 41.

I ITetxosuh C., Hecauysanu tiopitipeiti H0806pgckoi MUttipoionuiua,
71-86.
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Fig. 399. Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles, Pentekostarion,
edition of Mrksina Crkva, NLS, U1 49

Drawing on the manuscript tradition is also a feature
of the graphic decoration in the first two Mileseva pub-
lications, the Psalter with Appendices (1544) and Eu-
chologion (1546), which is reduced to a small number
of simple headpieces and initials, whereas the decora-
tion of the Psalter with Appendices from 1557 is of a
totally different character, as most of the initials were
unskilfully copied from the Cetinje Psalter.**

2 Idem, Mnycitipayuje u KrouxicHU yKpac, 41-43.
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Fig. 400. Deesis with Saint Simeon and Saint Sava, Pentekostarion,
edition of Mrksina Crkva, NLS, U1 49

That Cetinje publications were greatly respected among
the Serbs under Ottoman rule is also attested by the
graphic decoration of the Tetraevangelion printed in
Belgrade in 1552 by the priest-monk Mardarije at the
behest of Trojan Gunduli¢. Even though he emulated
several Walachian publications, from which he even cop-
ied a coat of arms featuring a crow holding a cross in its
beak, Mardarije also engraved some of the initials and
headpieces, taking as his models the ones found in Ce-
tinje books. He also retained a similar decoration when
he printed the Tetraevangelion at Mrksina Crkva in 1562,



SERBIAN PRINTED BOOK DECORATION IN THE 15™ AND 16™ CENTURIES: CENTRES AND CREATIVE PRODUCTION

whereas for his Pentekostarion from 1566 he also carved
four woodcut blocks depicting scenes from the Cycle of
the Great Feasts: the Crucifixion, Descent to Hades, As-
cension and Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles
(fig. 399). For the same book he carved a depiction of the
Deesis, which, unlike the conventional iconographic ex-
emplars of Eastern Christianity, also shows some national
particularities. Here, instead of Saint John and the Mother
of God, depicted as intercessors in prayer for their people
before Christ are Saint Simeon of Serbia and Saint Sava
of Serbia (fig. 400), and the literary source of this icono-
graphic solution may have been The Common Canon to
Christ the Saviour, St. Simeon and St. Sava, written by the
monk Teodosije, the renowned Hilandar author.*

# Idem, /Tukosu Cpéa ceetiiuitiera, 151-155; idem, Mnycitipayuje u
KHUNCHU YKPAC, 43.

* ok ok

The visual and graphic decoration of Serbian Cyrillic
books was not an autonomous category or an isolated
art phenomenon, but largely originated from the con-
tent and liturgical and religious didactic function of the
books. Given that it was created in different political en-
tities and state structures, it was also imbued with social,
cultural and artistic aspects of and ideas prevalent in
the environment in which it was created, as well as with
the talent of the craftsmen and artistic tastes of other in-
dividuals involved in its shaping. Notwithstanding cer-
tain nation-specific elements and sporadic influences
of Western art, book decoration essentially originated
from the common South Slavic Orthodox manuscript
legacy, for which reason its significance spread beyond
the borders of ethnic Serbian territories, reaching as far
as the Ukraine and Russia via Walachia and Moldova.
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CHRONOLOGY

c. 780-800
¢. 800-820

c. 850

c. 820-851
851-891
867-886
854

between 867
and 874

892-917
913-959
C.926

€. 933-C. 950
€. 950

1018

1019-1020

1039-1042

1064

1072

1077

C. 1085

Reign of Serbian Prince Viseslav.
Reign of Serbian Prince Prosigoj.

Battles against Bulgarians successfully fought by
Prince Vlastimir and in later years also by his sons
Mutimir, Strojimir and Gojnik.

Reign of Serbian Prince Vlastimir.
Reign of Serbian Prince Mutimir.
Reign of Emperor Basil 1.

Bulgarian Khan Boris attacks Serbia. After conclusion
of peace, prisoners of war exchanged at Ras, when the
place is first mentioned as a settlement, fort or region.

Conversion to Christianity of the Serbian ruling
family by the ecclesiastical centres on the Adriatic
coast. Serbian princes recognise the supreme power
of the Emperor.

Reign of Serbian Prince Petar Gojnikovi¢.
Reign of Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogennetos.

Temporary occupation of Serbia, until 927, by the
Bulgarian army led by Tsar Simeon.

Reign of Prince Caslav.

Dubrovnik diocese elevated to archdiocese, with jurisdic-
tion over the regions of Serbia, Travunia and Zachlumia.

Following the collapse of the Bulgarian Empire,
Byzantine Emperor Basil II establishes the Katep-
anate of Bulgaria and Theme of Serbia.

Byzantine Emperor Basil II designates the territorial
size of the Archbishopric of Ohrid, also comprising
the Bishopric of Ras.

Prince Vojislav seizes control of Serbia and Dio-
clea, and subsequently of Travunia and Zachlumia.

Hungarians seize Byzantine Belgrade.

Aborted uprising against Byzantine rule in the
theme of Bulgaria. The rebels proclaim Bodin,
son of Prince Mihailo of Dioclea, Tsar of Bulgaria.

King Mihailo of Dioclea seeks the papal flag from
Pope Gregory VIL

King Bodin of Dioclea seizes the region of Ras and
appoints Vukan and Marko to govern it.

1089
1094

1113-1199
1118-1143
C.1122

1127

1129

1143-1180

1147

1166-1196

1172

1174-1236

1180-1183

1185-1195
1189

1191

C.1192

Diocese of Bar elevated to archdiocese.

Meeting of Emperor Alexios Komnenos and Ras
Zupan Vukan.

Stefan Nemanja.
Reign of Emperor John II Komnenos.
Emperor John Komnenos seizes Ras.

During the Byzantine-Hungarian war, Serbs seize
the fortress of Ras. Grand Zupan Uros$ I marries his
daughter Jelena to the Hungarian heir to the throne,
the future king Bela the Blind.

Byzantine army seizes Ras and Grand Zupan Uro$
I recognises the supreme authority of the Emperor,
pledging to provide him with troops.

Reign of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos.

Two large Crusader armies, led by German Em-
peror Konrad III and French King Louis VII, pass
through Serbia, along the military road from Bel-
grade to Constantinople.

Reign of Grand Zupan Stefan Nemanja.

Stefan Nemanja’s attempt to renege on his allegiance
to Byzantine authority fails. Manuel I Komnenos cap-
tures the grand Zupan, who marches in the emperor’s
triumphal procession on the streets of Constantinople.

Rastko (Sava) Nemanjic.

Reign of Emperor Alexios II Komnenos. Following his
assassination, Stefan Nemanja refuses to recognise the
authority of the new emperor, Andronikos I Komnenos,
and begins to seize control of Byzantine territories.

Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

During the Third Crusade, Stefan Nemanja and
Friedrich Barbarossa meet at Ni$ and discuss form-
ing an alliance.

In a battle on the South Morava, the Serbian army
is defeated by Byzantium. Nemanja returns a small
number of conquered territories to the Byzantine
emperor and his middle son and heir, Stefan, mar-
ries the emperor's niece Eudokia.

Rastko Nemanji¢ goes to Mount Athos, takes mo-
nastic vows and changes his name to Sava.



CHRONOLOGY

1195-1203

1196

1198

1196-1227

1204
1204-1261
1204-1221

1217

1219

1221-1254

1236

1243-1276
1259-1282

1261

1274
1276-1282
1282-1328

1282

1282-1321

1284

C. 1291

1298-1299

582

Reign of Emperor Alexios III Angelos.

Stefan Nemanja abdicates in favour of his son Ste-
fan, now a nephew-in-law of the Byzantine emper-
or, and withdraws to the Monastery of Studenica
as the monk Simeon, and subsequently to Mount
Athos, the following year.

The monks Simeon and Sava reconstruct the Hilan-
dar monastery on Mount Athos.

Reign of Stefan Nemanjic.

Fourth Crusade. The Crusaders seize Constantino-
ple and divide the Byzantine Empire.

Empire of Nicaea. The house of Nemanji¢ considers
it to be the successor to the old Empire.

Reign of Nicaean Emperor Theodore I Laskaris.

Coronation of Stefan Nemanyji¢ as the first crowned
king ‘of all the Serbian and maritime lands’- by
legates sent to him by Pope Honorius III.

Consecration of Archimandrite Sava Nemanji¢ as
the first archbishop ‘of all Serbian and maritime
lands’ in Nicaea; the Ecumenical Patriarch and the
Council in Nicaea give the Serbian Archbishopric
the right to autocephaly. The Monastery of Zica be-
comes the seat of the archbishop and the coronation
church.

Reign of Nicaean Emperor John III Vatatzes.

Archbishop Sava dies in the Bulgarian town of
Trnovo; the following year his relics remains are
transferred to the Monastery of Mileseva.

Reign of King Stefan Uros 1.
Reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos.

Restoration of the Byzantine Empire at Constan-
tinople.

King Uros rejects the Union of Lyon.
Reign of King Stefan Dragutin.
Reign of Andronikos II Palaiologos.

At the Council of DeZevo, King Dragutin abdicates
in favour of his brother Milutin and receives his
own, separate lands.

Reign of King Stefan Uros II Milutin.

Hungarians grant Dragutin governance of northern
Serbia and north-eastern Bosnia. Belgrade comes
under Serbian rule for the first time.

Kuman-Tatar invasion of Serbia; Zi¢a is burned
down. The seat of the Serbian Archbishopric is
moved to Pec.

Byzantine-Serbian negotiations. Peace is concluded
in 1299 and strengthened by the marriage between
King Milutin and Simonida, the daughter of the
emperor, Andronikos II Palaiologos. Milutin’s con-
quests till then, the most important among them,
northern Macedonia with Skopje, are recognised in
the form of a dowry.

1314

1321-1331
1324-1337
1328-1341
1330

1331-1355
1334

1341-1354

1341-1391
1342

1343

1345

end of 1345 /
beginning of
1346

1346

1347-1354
1347
1348
1349

1352

1352

King Milutin captures, nearly blinds and exiles his
son Stefan Decanski because of the latter’s revolt
against his authority. Stefan with his sons spends
nearly seven years in Constantinople.

Reign of Stefan Uros III Decanski.
Administration of Serbian Archbishop Danilo II.
Reign of Andronikos III Palaiologos.

Battle of Velbuzhd - victory of the Serbian army led
by Stefan Decanski over Bulgarian Tsar Michael.
Stefan Dusan, the young king, demonstrates great
courage in battle.

Reign of King Stefan Dugan.

King Dusan conquers regions in central Macedonia,
including Ohrid and Prilep.

Civil war in Byzantium, between the regents of the
under-aged John V Palaiologos, and John Kantak-
ouzenos, who proclaims himself emperor and pro-
tector of the Palaiologoi.

Reign of John V Palaiologos.

Alliance between John Kantakouzenos and King
Dusan. The kings conquests in south-western Mac-
edonia and northern Epiros.

Alliance of regents with King Stefan Dugan, who,
from that time, in his traditional title of ruler ‘of all
the Serbian and maritime lands’ adds ‘of the Greek
lands.

King Dusan seizes control of Serres, south-eastern
Macedonia and Mount Athos.

King Dusan proclaims himself as the emperor of
Serbia and part of the Byzantine Empire; he most
often uses the title ‘vasilevs and avtokrator of Serbia
and Romania’ (in Greek) and ‘emperor of the Serbs
and Greeks’ (in the Serbian language).

Imperial coronation of Stefan Dusan in Skopje. The
Serbian Church is elevated to the status of a patri-
archate, and Archbishop Joanikije is consecrated as
the first Serbian patriarch.

Reign of John V Kantakouzenos.
Emperor Dusan takes control of Epiros.
Emperor Dusan takes control of Thessaly.

Dugans Code proclaimed at a state assembly in
Skopje. (The Code is later amended and proclaimed
at an assembly in Serres in 1354).

Constantinopolitan Patriarch Kallistos and the Syn-
od pronounce an anathema against Emperor Dugan
and Patriarch Joanikije and the Serbian bishops (the
so-called Kallistos Anathema) because of Dusan’s
coronation as Byzantine Emperor and the raising of
the Serbian Church to the status of a patriarchate.

The Battle at Demotika, in which John Kantak-
ouzenos and the Turks defeat the supporters of
Emperor John V Palaiologos, the Serbs and the
Bulgarians.
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1354

1355

1355-1371
1365

1371

1372-1389
1375

1376-1379

1377

1389

1391-1425

1395

1402

1402-1427

1403-1404

1425-1448
1428-30

1439

1440
1449-1453
1453

1455
1456

Turks seize the city of Gallipoli, and establish their
first stronghold in Europe.

Emperor Dusan dies of unknown causes. The dis-
solution of his state soon leads to an epoch of in-
ternecine conflict among the numerous regional
overlords.

Reign of Emperor Stefan Uros.

Vukasin Mrnjavcevi¢ receives the title of king and
becomes the co-ruler of Emperor Uros.

Battle of the Maritsa; King Vukasin and Despot
Ugljesa Mrnjavcevic¢ are killed. Vukasin's son Marko,
until then the ‘young king’ gains the title of king.
With the death of Emperor Uros, the male line of
the Nemanjic¢ family is extinguished.
Reign of Prince Lazar Hrebeljanovic.

Reconciliation of the Serbian and the Byzantine
churches. The Ecumenical Patriarchate gave abso-
lution Dusan, Uros, Joanikije and the bishops; the
Pe¢ archbishops title of patriarch is recognised in
internal communication, and Dus$an’s title of the
Emperor of Serbia is posthumously recognised.

Reign of Andronikos IV Palaiologos.

The Bosnian ban Tvrtko I Kotromani¢ is crowned
as the king of the Serbs, Bosnia, the Pomorje (mari-
time) and western lands.

The Battle of Kosovo; death of Prince Lazar and
Sultan Murad.

Reign of Manuel II Palaiologos.

The Battle at Rovine; King Marko and Despot Kon-
stantin Dejanovi¢, the vassal of the Ottoman Sultan
Beyazid, are killed.

The Battle of Angora, in which Stefan Lazarevi¢
fights as the vassal of Sultan Beyazid. On his return
from the battlefield, in Constantinople the Byzan-
tine emperor awards him the highest title, that of
‘despot’

Reign of Despot Stefan Lazarevic.

Belgrade becomes the capital of the Serbian state
(till 1427).

Reign of John VIII Palaiologos.

The building of Smederevo, the new capital of the
Serbian state.

Despot Durad rejects the Florentine Union. Sme-
derevo falls the first time.

First Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).
Reign of Constantine XI Dragases Palaiologos.

May 29th Turks seize Constantinople. Sultan Me-
hmed II makes a ceremonial entry into the city,
which becomes the capital of the Ottoman Empire
— Istanbul.

Turks seize Novo Brdo.
Second Ottoman siege of Belgrade (ruled by Hungary).

1459

1463
1471

1486
1490
1502

Early 16"
century

1520-1566

1521

1526

1529

1541
1557
1592

1594

1595-1610

1614-1647
1630

1683
1683-1699

1689

Smederevo falls to the Turks, and the end of the Ser-
bian medieval state.

Turks seize control of Bosnia.

Hungarian King Matthias Corvinus awards Vuk
Brankovi¢ the title of despot. The restored despot-
ate in Srem becomes a kind of military frontier be-
tween the Christian and Ottoman worlds.

Dorde Brankovi¢ appointed despot in Srem.
Durad Crnojevi¢ becomes the Lord of Zeta.

With the death of Despot Jovan, the male line of the
house of Brankovi¢ is extinguished.

Having taken monastic vows, Porde Brankovi¢,
now the monk Maksim, becomes the Metropolitan
of Belgrade.

Reign of Turkish Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent.

A major Turkish offensive. Belgrade seized along
with other cities and part of the Serbian population
is carried away to Istanbul.

The Battle of Mohacs. Following the defeat of Hun-
gary and the death of King Vladislaus, the Turks
establish a stronghold in Central Europe.

Sultan Suleiman the Magnificents first campaign
against Vienna. In order to put up a front against
the Turks, Serbs are settled along the Austrian-
Turkish border.

Hungary falls to the Turks.
The Patriarchate of Pe¢ restored.

The fall of the city of Biha¢ to the Turks marks the
end of Turkish conquests in Bosnia, Herzegovina,
Croatia, Slavonia, and Dalmatia.

As a result of an uprising against the Turks in the
Banat, Sinan-pasha has the relics of Saint Sava trans-
ferred from the MileSeva monastery and burned in
Belgrade.

Intensive settling of Serbs in Slavonia and Croatia.
The Military Frontier created.

Administration of the Serbian Patriarch Pajsije.

Austrian Emperor Ferdinand II passes the Statutes,
which provide for the special status of the Serbs
living in the territory of the Military Frontier.

Aborted Turkish siege of Vienna.

The Great (Viennese) War waged against the Turks
by the Holy League - an alliance of Austria, the Ro-
man Curia, Poland and Venice - is of crucial impor-
tance for the history of the Serbs.

After the withdrawal of the Austrian army from
Skopje and its defeat at Kacanik, the Turks launch
a counteroffensive, followed by retaliation and
devastation. The majority of the Serbian popu-
lation, led by Patriarch Arsenije III Carnojevic’,
withdraw to the territories north of the Sava and
Danube rivers, which become part of the Austri-
an Empire after the Treaty of Karlowitz in 1699.
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