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In 1217, Stefan, son of Stefan Nemanja, who was mar-
ried to Anna Dandolo, a granddaughter of Enrico 
Dandolo, Doge of Venice and conqueror of Constan-
tinople, was crowned as the first Serbian king of the 
Nemanjić dynasty (Stefan the First-Crowned), with a 
crown sent to him by the Pontiff of Rome Honorius 
III (r. 1216–1227). Two years later, in 1219, Stefan’s 
younger brother Sava, a fervent defender of the Ortho-
dox faith and a former Athonite monk and hegoumenos 
of the Monastery of Studenica, was ordained the first 
archbishop of the autocephalous Serbian Church by 
Patriarch Manuel I of Constantinople (r. 1216–1222). 
Thus, in the same generation of the Nemanjić dynasty, 
Roman Catholicism and Greek Orthodoxy came face 
to face in a fierce and symbolically charged encoun-
ter. However, due to Serbia’s geopolitical position and 
the fact that its population included members of both 
churches, they had always confronted each other in 
medieval Serbia and deeply affected all spheres of life. 
It is therefore unsurprising that they also fundamen-
tally influenced artistic expression in the Serbian me-
dieval state embodied in numerous foundations and 
donations of the ruling family.1

* Vojislav Djurić and Vojislav Korać introduced me to Serbian art 
and taught me to appreciate and love its beauty and grandeur. My ties 
with Serbia grew stronger owing to Gojko Subotić and now they have 
been also established with the new generation of researchers. The 
following pages are dedicated to them and to the memory of those 
who are no longer with us, in the name of my friendship towards 
this country.
1 For the references in this paper, with the exception of those to the 
contributions in the present publication, it is sufficient to note two ex-
cellent syntheses available in Italian: Ćirković, I Serbi nel Medioevo and 
Subotić, Terra sacra. The recent and remarkably valuable publication 
in English, Byzantine Heritage, should be added to them, particularly 
Volume II, Sacral Art of the Serbian Lands in the Middle Ages.

Essentially, the more or less evident quest for balance 
between the artistic influences of the Latin and Greek 
worlds (the terms are useful here regardless of their 
general and vague character) is a characteristic feature 
of numerous famous Serbian medieval churches built 
between the 12th and 15th century. It is this peculiarity 
that the identity of Serbian monuments was built on 
and that allowed Serbian medieval culture to turn to 
an advantage its unenviable position marked by clashes 
and ‘cohabitation’ of influences from the Byzantine Em-
pire and from the powerful Western states, mainly the 
Angevin Kingdom and the Holy Roman Empire. This 
was the reason that Serbian monuments managed to 
acquire a recognizable, unique identity within the frag-
mented Balkan world.2

A model example of this is the church of the Mon-
astery of Studenica, the famous foundation of Stefan 
Nemanja (r. 1166–1196), the father of Stefan the First-
Crowned. He built the church before he took the vow 
under the name Simeon and retired to Mount Athos. 
This church, with its clear architectural form and bal-
anced volumes, is characterized by its façades set in 
carefully dressed marble ashlars; arcades resting on 
lesenes; narrow two-light windows; an apsidal three-
light window with elegantly dressed frames and a lu-
nette; portals with staggered archivolts; and a dome 
set on a cubic base over the central part of the naos.3 

2 The essence of the issue of following the exemplars of Byzantine 
and Romanesque elements in the architecture of the time of King 
Milutin and later has been addressed in: Vojvodić, Serbian Art, 
271–297, particularly 271–275, and also in: Stevović, Byzantine and 
romanesque–gothic conceptions, 317–329.
3 Кашанин et al., Манастир Студеница; Ћирковић, Кораћ, Ба-
бић, Студеница.
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Paradoxically, if there was no dome indicating its links 
to the Byzantine world, it would be difficult to infer 
that its interior was intended for Orthodox service and 
adorned with ‘Byzantine’ frescoes of exquisite beauty. 
Nevertheless, Studenica was not the first monument 
to exhibit similarity to the Western world. Despite the 
damage they later suffered, this similarity is also evi-
dent in Nemanja’s older foundation, in the Church of 
St. George of the Monastery of Djurdjevi Stupovi in 
Ras. Researchers have yet to uncover the exact origins 
of the chief architect and stonemason responsible for 
its erection: ‘The only certainty is that the builders of 
St. George were brought in from the Western cultural 

sphere, as a direct reflection of the absence of highly 
trained builders on the territory of Serbia at this time’4.

Builders from the eastern coast of the Adriatic Sea 
were active in Nemanjić Serbia since the time of Ste-
fan Nemanja, when they built Djurdjevi Stupovi and 
the Church of the Virgin in Studenica, the mausoleum 
of the progenitor of the dynasty and the model for all 
subsequent burial churches of Serbian rulers. Previously 
present in the Adriatic coastlands, this combination of 
façades displaying a hybrid blend of Romanesque and 

4 Ćurčić, Architecture in the Balkans, 486–505 (quote on p. 495).

Fig. 151. Banjska Monastery, Church of St. Stephen, southeastern view
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Gothic styles with the Byzantine conception of space 
and decorative program was implemented in Studenica 
and became one of the main characteristics of Serbian 
monumental art of the 13th and the first half of the 14th 
century, and also, to some extent, in the 15th century. 
The influence of Western art was reflected both gener-
ally in the works produced, whether they were architec-
tural or sculptural ensembles, and in the workmanship 
of individual elements.5

Architects and sculptors, arrived in Serbia predomi-
nantly from Kotor and Dubrovnik, cities with a long 
tradition of ties to the Romanesque and more mod-
ern Gothic architecture and sculpture of the Apen-
nine Adriatic coast, whence these trends came to the 
eastern coast, primarily owing to monastic orders, first 
the Benedictines and then the Franciscans and Do-
minicans. Following Stefan Nemanja’s conquest of the 
coastal cities, Kotor became part of the Serbian state 
and a seat of the court. Through Kotor, a city inhab-
ited primarily by Catholics under the jurisdiction of 
the Archbishopric of Bari, Serbian rulers sent gener-
ous gifts to the Basilica of St. Nicholas in Bari.6 Du-
brovnik, for its part, was one of the main artistic cent-
ers in Dalmatia, fostering strong ties with the opposite 
coast. Eustachius, son of master builder Bernardo of 
Apulia, and Nicola Corvo of Venice, son of Giovanni 
Corvo, one of the chief architects of St. Mark’s Basilica 
in Venice in the late 13th century, worked on the con-
struction of the Dubrovnik Cathedral, the former in 
the late12th and the latter in the first half of the 14th 
century.7 The name of Simone di Ragusa is also well 
known: he lived in Trani and inscribed his name in 
an important Apulian church of the 13th century – on 
the lunette of the main portal of St. Andrew church 
in Barletta, blending Byzantine and western elements 
into its composition.8The first builder from Dubrovnik 
active in Serbia known by name was a certain Desina 
de Risa, whose name appears in a contract signed in 
Dubrovnik in 1281 related to the construction of Da-
vidovica, a foundation of Župan Dmitar, the youngest 
son of Vukan Nemanjić who took the monastic name 

5 Vojvodić, On the Boundary among Worlds and Cultures, 22–23; 
idem, Serbian Art, 284–287; Stevović, Byzantine and romanesque-
gothic conceptions, 317–329.
6 Cioffari, Gli zar di Serbia; Миљковић, Немањићи и Свети Нико-
ла у Барију, 275–294.
7 Fisković, Prvi poznati dubrovački graditelji, 23, 94–95.
8 Bertaux, L’art dans l’Italie, 659–662; Нешковић, Портал Симеона 
Дубровчанина, 28–35 (with older literature).

David.9 Information preserved in documents kept in 
the Dubrovnik archives reveals that in the early 14th 
century a substantial number of builders, stone carv-
ers and other artisans worked on the construction of 
churches in Serbia. In early 1314, to protect the inter-
ests of the city, artisans were forbidden from accept-
ing commissions in the Kingdom of Serbia without a 

9 Ђурић, Дубровачки градитељи, 88–93.

Fig. 152. Sokolica Monastery, Mother of God with Christ Child 
in her arms (originated in Banjska)
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special permission granted by the Prince of Dubrovnik 
and the Minor Council.10

In addition, the presence of substantial Catholic colo-
nies from Kotor and Dubrovnik and Saxon miners in 
mining towns greatly influenced their arts and crafts 
production in Serbia. In these towns they built the 
so-called ‘Latin’ and ‘Saxon’ churches intended for 
Catholic worship and modeled on the churches in the 
Adriatic coastlands. The best-known and researched 
examples of such churches were located in Kosovo – at 
Stari Trg and Novo Brdo. The remains of a monumen-
tal 13th-century Catholic church at Stari Trg (medieval 
Trepča) demonstrate that this three-naved basilica, 
probably with a dome and with Gothic elements such 

10 Ibid.

as the pointed arches of its surviving apsidal windows 
was based on the model of the Dubrovnik cathedral 
or, more probably, the Kotor cathedral church, whose 
bishop had jurisdiction over the Catholic parishes 
in Serbia.11 A much stronger penetration of Gothic 
styles, primarily resulting from the activities of the 
newly established mendicant orders, i.e. the Francis-
cans and Dominicans, is evident in the last decades of 
the 13th and in the 14th century in the monumental ar-
chitecture of Kotor and other parts of the Coastlands, 
whence they found their way to monuments in the 
Serbian hinterlands.12

11 Шупут, Црква у Старом Тргу, 321–331; Čanak-Medić, Čubrović, 
Katedrala Svetog Tripuna, 72–103.
12 Кораћ, Градитељска школа Поморја.

Fig. 153. Banjska Monastery, Church of St. Stephen, fragment of the portal archivolt (NMB)
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•

The elevation of the Serbian Orthodox Church to the 
rank of an independent archbishopric in 1219 resulted 
in the establishment of a network of bishoprics, in-
cluding those in the territory of Kosovo and Metohija 
that had previously been under the jurisdiction of the 
Archbishopric of Ohrid, i.e. the Bishoprics of Prizren 
and Lipljan, with the addition of a new one seated at 
Hvosno.13 The seat of the new bishopric was located at a 
monastery not far from the town of Peć, on a route that 
connected Raška and the Adriatic coast.14 The church 
dedicated to the Dormition of the Virgin, built in the 

13 Јанковић (M.), Епископије српске цркве, 73–84.
14 Smirnov, Bošković, L’ église, 47–82; Кораћ, Студеница Хвостан-
ска; Чанак-Медић, Кандић, Архитектура прве половине XIII 
века I, 173–188; Subotić, Terra sacra, 20–25.

1220s, inherited its characteristic Raška-style plan from 
the somewhat older Žiča Monastery: it is a single-nave 
church with a dome, a low transept and a sanctuary en-
compassing the eastern bay and a broad apse (fig. 191). 
This apse – semicircular on the inside and rectangular 
on the outside – represents a novelty in the plan of the 
Hvosno church. The method of wall construction, with 
both wall faces set in horizontal rows of dressed tufa 
stone, and the peculiar design of the apse are indica-
tive of master builders from the eastern Adriatic littoral, 
quite possibly from Kotor, where several churches had 
rectangular apses.15 The modest fragments of simple 
sculptural decoration belong to the inventory of Raška-
style sculpture.16

15 Кораћ, Студеница Хвостанска, 101–107.
16 Ibid., 57.

Fig. 154. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, south portal, lunette with the Baptism of Christ and Fra Vita’s inscription
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Following the expansion of the state to the southeast 
and the transfer of state and church centers to areas 
that had long been under Byzantine domination, the 
Serbian court and Serbian art were strongly Byzanti-
nized (fig. 189).17 King Milutin, certainly the greatest 
ktetor among Serbian rulers, as well as his successors 
and members of the nobility, erected a series of foun-
dations in keeping with Byzantine building practices. 
However, despite the prevalence of Byzantine mod-
els, three royal mausolea built in the first half of the 
14th century – the Church of St. Stephen at Banjska, 
the church dedicated to the Ascension at Dečani, and 
the Church of the Holy Archangels near Prizren – re-
ceived façades dressed in stone and with sculptural 

17 ИСН I, 476–495 (Г. Бабић).

decoration blending Romanesque and Gothic forms. 
In keeping with the established state ideology, Milutin 
expressly ordered his burial church built in the same 
manner as Studenica, the mausoleum of the progeni-
tor of the Nemanjić dynasty,18 setting an example later 
followed by his successor Stefan of Dečani in the con-
struction of his own mausoleum. The king entrusted 
the construction of his most important foundation 
to Danilo II (r. 1324–1337), the hegoumenos of the 
Monastery of Banjska who would go on to become 
the Serbian archbishop. For the construction of royal 
burial churches this learned man of letters and sea-
soned diplomat, himself a ktetor of several churches, 
commissioned builders from the Adriatic coastlands.19 

18 Данило Други. Животи, 142.
19 Радојчић, Архиепископ Данило II, 195–211.

Fig. 155. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, southwestern view
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A group of builders and stone carvers is known to have 
set out from Dubrovnik for Serbia in August 1313.20 
Since these same builders were not mentioned in Du-
brovnik documents until the end of the decade, it is 
entirely possible that it was the Church of St. Stephen 
in the Monastery of Banjska that they had been com-
missioned to build and decorate, as it was being built 
in the same period of time.

•

The church at Banjska, dedicated to the patron saint of 
the dynasty, Stephen the Protomartyr, was erected be-
tween 1312 and 1316 (fig. 151).21 The royal residence 
was probably located to the south of the monastery.22 
Only the remains of a few figures now bear evidence 
to the famous ‘Banjska gold’ – frescoes executed on a 
gilded background, whilst the church received its pre-
sent appearance through a comprehensive reconstruc-
tion carried out in 1938.23 The floor plan of the Banjska 
church follows the model of a Raška-style church devel-
oped in the 13th century. This is a single-nave building 
with a dome over the central bay that opens towards 
the choirs that form the transept, with a wide semi-
circular apse with pastophoria at the eastern end and 
a narthex flanked by chapels at the western end. The 
connection between the solutions applied in the con-
struction of the Dečani church and the Kotor Cathe-
dral on the one hand and the Banjska katholikon on the 
other, as well as similarities in sculptural decoration on 
the two royal churches, has given rise to the premise 
that the chief architect of Dečani Fra Vita also partici-
pated in the construction of Banjska.24 Following the 
model of Studenica, the façades of both churches were 
set in carefully dressed stone ashlars. However, unlike 
their model, whose façades were dressed in white mar-
ble, the builder of Banjska opted for three-color facing, 
unique in Serbian medieval architecture, with ashlars 
positioned diagonally, thus creating a special visual ef-
fect, remotely echoing the façades of Tuscan Roman-
esque churches. ‘Banjska, however, with its façades in 
stone in three colors, remained an inimitable accom-
plishment of building imagination of the 14th century.’25 

20 Ђурић, Дубровачки градитељи, 98–99.
21 Subotić, Terra sacra, 54–62; Šuput, Banjska monastery.
22 Поповић (С.), Крст у кругу, 120–123.
23 Бошковић, Пред радом, 214–229.
24 Чанак-Медић, Бањски храм, 99–105.
25 Šuput, Banjska Monastery, 28.

Fig. 156. Brindisi, Church of the Crucifixion of Christ, western façade
Fig. 157. Bitonto, Cathedral, western façade
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Although they have suffered heavy damage, the façades 
of the Banjska church with their intense chromatic val-
ues certainly represented a novelty in the architectural 
panorama of both Raška and the nearby Adriatic coast-
lands. Regrettably, due to the fragmentary condition of 
the monument, it is no longer possible to see its beauty 
in its entirety and better understand its original design.

Elaborate sculptural decoration that once adorned the 
portals, windows, consoles of blind arcades as well as the 
liturgical furniture inside the church demonstrates that 
the sculptors who worked on the Banjska church had 
been familiar with the sculptural decoration of Studenica. 
The surviving fragments of sculptural decoration of Ban-
jska, now scattered in the monastery itself, the National 

Fig. 158. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, altar apse, three-light window
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Museum in Belgrade, the Archaeological Museum in 
Skopje and the Monastery of Sokolica, reveal that some 
motifs present in Studenica were replicated ad litteram 
(fig. 153).26 The small number of extant consoles of friez-
es on blind arcades suggests that the artisans engaged 
at Banjska also worked on another foundation of King 
Milutin’s: the Serbian Monastery of Hilandar on Mount 
Athos.27 This raises the question of the origins of the 
Banjska sculptural decorations in which the influence of 
contemporary Byzantine sculpture is evident as well. The 
combination of Romanesque and Late Komnenian sty-
listic elements is evident in certainly the most important 
sculpted work from Banjska: the figure of the Mother of 
God enthroned with Christ Child in her arms (fig. 152). 
Once positioned in the lunette of the portal leading from 
the narthex to the naos of Banjska and probably flanked 
by the Archangels Michael and Gabriel, the sculpture was 
transferred at an unknown time to the nearby Sokolica, 
where it was discovered in 1920.28 It undoubtedly follows 
the Studenica model, whereas its three-dimensionality, 
emphasized by the forward-projecting body, additionally 
reveals a clear influence of Western models.

•

Even though Banjska was the first to receive cross vaults 
over the western bay and narthex, ‘Romanesque-Goth-
ic’ style elements are much more pronounced in the 
Church of the Pantokrator of the Monastery of Dečani.29 
The latter is a foundation and burial church of the Ser-
bian King Stefan Uroš III of Dečani (r. 1321–1331), 
completed owing to the efforts of his son and successor 
King and Emperor Stefan Dušan (r. 1331–1355).30 In de-
signing the Dečani church, the master builder of Dečani 

– ‘Fra Vita, a Friar Minor from Kotor, the royal city’, 
who engraved his name above the southern portal of 
the Dečani katholikon (fig. 154)31– drew on the ground 
plans of the Banjska church and Kotor Cathedral. The 

26 Eadem, Пластична декорација, 39–55; Максимовић (Ј.), Срп-
ска средњовековна скулптура, 96–98; Шупут, Византијски пла-
стични украс, 43–55; eadem, Византијски рељефи, 39.
27 Eadem, Архитектонски украс, 155.
28 Петровић (Р.), Света сељанка; Дероко, Скулптура Матере 
Божје, 119–121; idem, Бањска, 107–109; Mesesnel, Mittelaterliche 
figurale Skulpturen, 257–265; idem, Скулптура Богородице, 52–72.
29 Subotić, Terra Sacra, 177–197; Todić, Čanak-Medić, The Dečani 
Monastery; Ćurčić, Architecture in the Balkans, 657–661.
30 Чанак-Медић, Готика у српској црквеној архитектури, 125–126.
31 The Dečani inscription is the only surviving written source 
mentioning the name of the Dečani chief architect. For more details 

Church of the Pantokrator at Dečani is a five-naved, 
domed basilica with a spacious three-nave narthex 
divided into nine bays, covered with cross vaults (fig. 
212). The façades of the Dečani church are dressed in 
regularly alternating courses of stone in two colors and 
embellished with sculpted ornaments on the portals, 
windows and consoles of the arcade frieze. Doubtlessly, 
the Dečani stonecarvers had studied the sculptural dec-
oration of Studenica: the apsidal three-light window at 
Dečani is a literal copy of the one at Studenica (fig. 158), 
but Dečani architectural sculpture greatly surpassed 
its model in terms of volume and iconography. Sculp-
tural decoration adorns as many as four Dečani portals 
with nested arches, with particular attention paid to the 

on this builder and stone carver, cf. Ковијанић, Вита Которанин; 
Todić, Čanak-Medić, The Dečani Monastery, 266–274.

Fig. 159. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
western façade, three-light window
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decoration of the western façade (fig. 211).32 In addition 
to the two two-light windows on either side of the main 
portal, there is a three-light window with relief along its 
vertical axis and another two-light window below the 
apex of the gable. By its style and program, the elaborate 
and predominantly Romanesque sculptural decoration 
of Dečani has been interpreted in various ways.33 Sty-

32 Николајевић, Портали у Дечанима, 185–192; Todić, Čanak-
Medić, The Dečani Monastery, 278–294.
33 Бошковић, Петковић, Манастир Дечани I; Магловски, Де-
чанска скулптура, 193–223; Todić, Čanak-Medić, The Dečani 
Monastery, 300–315.

listic analyses show that its creators were familiar with 
hybrid ‘Romanesque-Gothic’ trends on both coasts of 
the Adriatic, particularly with the contemporary ar-
chitectural sculpture in the area from Dubrovnik to 
Ulcinj. For example, the small capitals of the Dečani 
stone iconostases are directly related to the capitals of 
the monumental ciborium in the Kotor Cathedral.34 The 
influence of ‘Romanesque-Gothic’ elements is reflected 
in the lancet windows of the naos, the apsidal area and 
above all in the dome. The Gothic influence is most evi-

34 Максимовић (Ј.), Которски циборијум, 21, 75; eadem, Српска 
средњовековна скулптура, 106.

Fig. 160. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, main portal, lunette with Christ enthroned and angels

1 9 4



Creative Ties to Western European Art

dent in the slender two-light windows of the dome, with 
trefoil or quatrefoil oculi set in their timpana.35

When a visitor from the other side of the Adriatic sees 
the southwestern side of the Dečani church (fig. 158), 
its architectural articulation and decoration can initially 
remind them of Romanesque monuments in Marche. 
The Church of Santa Maria di Portonuovo near Ancona 
has already been considered as its analogy, but it seems 
there are more grounds to look for its closer analogy 

35 Eadem, Српска средњовековна скулптура, 107; Чанак-Медић, 
Готика у српској црквеној архитектури, 125–126.

in the more prestigious Church of St. Cyriacus in An-
cona and its facies from the 13th century. This is another 
domed edifice, but its present appearance is the result 
of a later reconstruction.36 It has been argued with good 
reason that a comparison with the example in Marche 
n’est qu’un trompe l’oeil.37 What becomes evident at a 
closer look are substantial differences, beginning with 
the elegant polychromy of the distinctive Dečani façades, 
possibly modeled upon those of the Kotor Church of St. 

36 For the photographs of Marche churches, see: Favole, Le Marche; the 
text itself is unreliable, as noted in: Sahler, Buchbesprechung, 263–274.
37 Korać, L’architecture de Dečani, 149–156.

Fig. 161. Exultet roll (Barb. lat. 592), Spiritual authorities (Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana)
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Mary Collegiate.38 The rose tones of the stone indicate 
that the exquisite multi-colored ‘chequerboard’ of Ban-
jska was another of its models.

The general ‘idea’ for the color scheme of the façades 
was certainly, and rightfully, sought among central Ital-
ian (possibly Tuscan) monuments, on which chromatic 
alternations were achieved using marble and stone of 
various colors. However, for the choice of the colors a 
comparison between St. Mary Collegiate in Kotor and 
the Church of the Crucifixion (or of Christ) in Brindisi, 
in the Apulian Salento, from 1232, is much more com-
pelling (fig. 156).39

The links with Apulia become even more obvious in view 
of the structure of the Dečani church, as its articulation 
complies with the long Apulian tradition. The presence 
of lions, eagles, and griffins (depicted alone or with 

38 Ćurčić, Architecture in the Balkans, 452–456, fig. 511 (for St. Mary 
Collegiate). For more on this important monument that testifies to 
‘Adriatic co-existence’, see: Чанак-Медић, Архитектура Немањи-
ног доба II, 203–251.
39 For more on the bi-colored façades in Brindisi and Apulia, see: 
Curzi, Santa Maria del Casale, particularly 21 et passim; idem, Brindisi 
bicolore, forthcoming.

their prey) both in the upper zone of the western façade 
and on the main apse of the Church of the Pantokrator, 
corresponds to the tradition of the distant models from 
Bari and other Apulian cathedrals (whence they spread 
to other areas in southern Italy), such as the one at Bi-
tonto (fig. 157).40 Admittedly, in Italy a rosette would 
be expected in the upper zone of the western façade. 
In the case of Dečani, the main sources of light on the 
western façade are its windows: a three-light one (sym-
bolizing the Trinity?) with a depiction of Saint George 
slaying the dragon (fig. 159) and a two-light window 
above it. The choice of stone-carved rather than painted 
decoration in the lunette above the main portal is also 
in keeping with the Western tradition of Romanesque 
or Gothic church portals. The strong statuary rigidity 
of the three figures, the Lord and the two flanking an-
gels (fig. 160), is particularly striking. The Lord sits on a 
throne based on the Roman model, characterized by the 
telling presence of two lions on the sides. Namely, this 
is the throne to which only the pontiff was entitled, in 
accordance with the Gregorian Reform. This is clearly 

40 La Puglia; Calò Mariani, L’ arte del Duecento; Belli D’Elia, Puglia 
Romanica.

Fig. 162. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
console, female head with its tongue stuck out

Fig. 163. Reims, Cathedral, male head with its tongue stuck out
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indicated in the illustration of the Spiritual Authorities 
in the Exultet in Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana (Exultet 
Vaticano Barberiniano latino 592) (fig. 161) and in the 
cathedra from the Church of Santa Maria in Cosmedin, 
which draws on the previous example.41 Thus, the ‘ideo-
logical’ model of the Latin Church is displayed in the 
lunette of the main portal of Dečani, not as a direct ref-
erence to the Pope of course, but to the Lord. In terms 
of their style, the rigid modeling of these three figures 

– executed almost as free-standing sculptures ‘attached’ 
to a neutral background – indicates that they are to be 
grouped with the apostles carved on the doorposts of 
the Studenica portal rather than with the high-quality 
figure of the Theotokos in the lunette of the same portal 
(which was certainly not crafted by the same sculptor 
who crafted the doorposts).42 The sculptures in the re-
maining Dečani lunettes share this rigidity.

Another ‘intruder’ with the above-mentioned Western 
connotations is found in the lunette of the two-light 
window at the southern end of the western façade of 

41 Gandolfo, Simbolismo antiquario, 9–28; Speciale, Montecassino; 
Exultet, 235–448 (L. Speciale).
42 Кашанин et al., Манастир Студеница, 97–112 (Ј. Максимовић).

Dečani. In the lunette there is a scene depicting two em-
bracing figures, possibly young women, which probably 
represent peace or harmony.43The two figures are wear-
ing elegant ‘Western’ clothes featuring the characteristic 
buttoned cuffs and collars, which was a privilege of the 
affluent. Nevertheless, certain inconsistencies in some 
parts of the garments – which could indicate that this 
was the work of a sculptor not very familiar with this 
iconography – make reliable identification of the fig-
ures difficult.44 The articulation of the western façade 
divided into three parts by pilasters (as in the case of 
the Church of St. Nicholas in Bari), portals with nest-
ed arches, and three- and two-light windows seem to 
have been designed with the intention of emphasizing 
the tall dome set on a tall drum whose two-light win-
dows with trefoil pointed arches are unquestionably of 
Gothic origin. Generally, in terms of its architecture, the 

43 Магловски, Дечанска скулптура, 194, n. 7.
44 While the belt below the chest is unquestionably an item of female 
dress, cuffs with buttons are distinctive features of male attire. For 
the use of buttons on cuffs and collars, see: Lightbown, Portrait or 
idealization, 108–112, and, more recently, Pace, The ‘Bust of Sigilgaita’, 
104–114.

Fig. 164. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
console, contorted male figure

Fig. 165. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
console, mermaid
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Fig. 166. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, portal between the narthex and naos
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Dečani church can be said to explicitly demonstrate the 
cohabitation of the two worlds.

As regards the carved archivolts, despite differences 
in their concepts and iconographies, it seems that the 
starting point for a comparison would probably be the 
portal of the cathedral in Trani from the late 12th centu-
ry. This portal may have served as a model for the sculp-
tors working at Studenica (and Kotor churches), whose 
echoes at Dečani are nonetheless fuori tempo, bearing in 
mind – and this should be particularly stressed – that the 
distance in time between the two monuments disallows 

any direct historical connection.45 The carved tendrils 
and figural decoration on the Dečani portals and three-
light windows cannot be compared to contemporaneous 
creations on the Italian Adriatic coast. At the time of 
the construction of Dečani, these models had already 
been completely abandoned or marginalized in favor of 
geometric and stylized vegetable motifs, as evident at 
Atri and Lanciano in Abruzzo, Larino in Molise or Al-
tamura in Apulia. However, a similar tendency to adorn 
archivolts with elaborate decoration is recognizable in 
the portals of the collegiate church at Città Sant’Angelo 
in Abruzzo or the cathedral at Teramo.46

The consoles, mostly human or animal protomas, with 
rest arcades with blind arches all along the Dečani fa-
çades, play the same role as in Studenica, from where 
the use of lead for eye pupils was borrowed. At the pre-
sent level of knowledge, it is hardly possible to discuss 
their genesis, as this would require a detailed analysis 
of each individual sculpture, a precise identification of 
their iconographic models and an assessment of their 
sculptural value. Similar consoles also accentuate the ar-
cades of numerous Apulian cathedrals, as well as those 
in Tuscany, Padua and elsewhere in Europe. Their com-
plex iconography indicates that special attention had 
been paid to them. The experience and personal ‘mem-
ories’ of the sculptor, by the circulation of the models 
and by other, now lost exemplars could have also con-
tributed to its complexity. The Dečani console with a 
representation of a contorted figure (fig. 164) seems to 
be a variant of a ‘telamone’ in a North-Italian church or 
at Castel del Monte, the same as the mermaid with min-
iature breasts and a prominent navel, a naïf masterpiece 
(fig. 165). The same could be said of the figure with its 
tongue stuck out (fig. 162) – a remote citation of the 
famous console in Reims (visible only to those who can 
climb up to the transept of the cathedral, fig. 163) – or 
of the simple, noble faces of men and women, animal 
muzzles, and minor scenes such as the acrobatic and 
ambiguously twisted male figure.47 With the exception 

45 Unfortunately, due to the lack of a comprehensive, high-quality 
illustration of the elaborate portal of the Trani Cathedral, the reader 
is referred to an ‘older’ publication: Ronchi, La cattedrale di Trani. 
See also the literature listed in n. 10.
46 For more details on the churches in Abruzzo, see: Gandolfo, Il 
senso del decoro; for those in Molise, see: Calò Mariani, Due cattedrali; 
in Apulia: La Puglia (M. S. Calò Mariani) and Belli D’Elia, La facciata, 
19–47; for more on its architecture, see: Kappel, S. Nicola in Bari.
47 What can be observed about the mermaid is to what extent 
it differs from the erudite academicism of Pisa. For more on the 

Fig. 167. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
portal between the narthex and naos, detail
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of the last console, which has suffered damage to its 
stone surface, the other consoles are in an almost per-
fect state of repair. If we were not absolutely certain that 
this was not the result of restoration or re-elaboration, 
we might think that they were executed in the 19th or 
early 20th century, as was often the case in Apulia.

Entering the narthex, the visitor is struck by its spacious-
ness, divided into bays by four slender, tall, monolithic 
polygonal pillars, and by the exquisite fresco decoration 
of the walls and vaults, whose program glorifies faith 
using holy images. Having recognized the ‘Catholic’ 
origin of Christ’s throne, the viewer cannot fail to see 
the painting of the Family Tree of the Nemanjić dynasty, 
whose artists utilized and transformed the iconographic 
solution of the Tree of Jesse to glorify the Serbian rul-
ing dynasty (fig. 126).48 Glorified in the lunette of the 

faces, see those in Lucca (excluding the restored ones). Cf. Kopp, 
Die Skulpturen, fig. 126, fig. 105 et passim. For more on Reims, see: 
Schmengler, Die Masken.
48 Haustein, Der Nemanjidenstammbaum; Војводић (Д.), Од хори-
зонталне ка вертикалној генеалошкој слици Немањића, 295–311, 
where the ‘generic’ link between the Nemanjić Family Tree and the 
genealogical images of Western origin is explicitly refuted (307, n. 55).

portal to the naos (fig. 166), aligned with the axis of the 
main entrance to the church, stands a painted represen-
tation of Christ Emmanuel. The sculpture in this portal 
is clearly symbolical, as evident from the representa-
tions of the griffin and lion with their prey in the upper 
zone (fig. 167) and the two column-bearing lions in the 
lower zone. They are clutching their prey – not animals 
but severed human heads.49 The capitals and bases of 
the four tall pillars are very common in Romanesque 
churches in Italy and elsewhere in Europe. However, 
such bases and capitals are not present in the interiors 
of Byzantine churches. It is once again at Dečani that 
we encounter an unusual and unique program: four 
apostles with inscriptions (fig. 168) appear on one of 
the capitals with four eagles in the corners; surprisingly, 
however, no apostles appear on the remaining three 
capitals to complete their full number. Evident in the 
latter three capitals is a clear ‘mental alienation’ from 
Romanesque models, which is also found on the capital 

49 It is interesting to compare the Dečani lions with those in Trani, 
particularly with the lion clutching a human head (Calò Mariani, 
L’ arte del Duecento, figs. 13, 16), in order to comprehend correctly the 
process of compositional simplification and rigidity applied at Dečani.

Fig. 168. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
narthex, capital of a pillar

Fig. 169. Dečani Monastery, Church of Christ Pantokrator, 
narthex, capital of a pillar
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with eagles, the one with griffins (fig. 169) or the one 
with lions. They are represented ‘on the go’ rather than 
on the capital corners, in complete contrast to the ‘logic’ 
of the compositional models that inspired them. The 
legacy of formal models of Studenica beasts and birds 
is obvious and explicit in these capitals.

•

There is no doubt that a number of stone-carving 
workshops from the Adriatic coast worked in Dečani. 
Some of them continued their activities on Serbian soil, 
mostly in Metohija, either decorating the churches of 
the Peć complex and erecting the imperial mausoleum 

in Prizren, or working on small foundations commis-
sioned by members of the nobility. Thus, for exam-
ple, the ktetor of the Church of St. Peter near Unjemir, 
which was gifted to Dečani along with its estate in the 
1330s, entrusted the decoration of his foundation to a 
stone carver who had previously worked on the decora-
tion of the imperial mausoleum. The surviving bases 
and capitals of the columns that supported the dome 
are very similar not only to those in the Kotor Church 
of St. Joseph and Dečani, but also to the younger sculp-
tures in the Church of the Holy Archangels near Prizren. 
This suggests that an artisan from Kotor, an adherent 
of the Gothic style, worked on the small church near 
Unjemir.50

Archbishop Danilo II, himself a ktetor of several church-
es, was in charge of the construction of two imperial 
mausolea. It seems likely that an artisan from the Adri-
atic coast made the carved decoration of the windows 
and portals on the Church of the Mother of God and 
the Chapel of St. Nicholas, which Danilo had built on 
the southern side of the Church of the Holy Apostles. 
We know that he sent men to the Adriatic coast to pro-
cure church bells for his foundations built in the 1320s 
in the Patriarchate of Peć, including the belfry in front 
of the narthex with a chapel dedicated to Daniel the 
Stylite.51 In addition to those in Danilo’s foundations, 
elements of similar ‘Romanesque-Gothic’ style are also 
present in the Church of St. Demetrios, the foundation 
of Archbishop Nikodim (r. 1317–1324).52 Two groups 
of window frames are found on these buildings with a 
Byzantine plan and red façades. The two-light windows, 
each surmounted by a pointed arch and a quatrefoil oc-
ulus in the lunette (fig. 170) on the Church of St. Dem-
etrios are akin to the window in the apse of the church 
of the Monastery of Gradac, the foundation of Helen 
of Anjou. Their structure and the capitals on the colon-
nettes suggest that they were the works of artisans from 
the Adriatic coast. From the same area, possibly Kotor, 
were also the craftsmen entrusted with the construction 
of one- and two-light windows with a semi-circular or 
chevron molding (fig. 171, 172), on the two founda-
tions of Archbishop Danilo II, which contain motifs, 

50 Тодић, Црква Св. Петра код Уњемира, 5–32.
51 Радојчић, Архиепископ Данило II, 207.
52 Максимовић (Ј.), Српска средњовековна скулптура, 108; Ђу-
рић, Ћирковић, Кораћ, Пећка патријаршија, 88; Чанак-Медић, 
Готика у српској црквеној архитектури, 122–125; eadem, Архи-
тектура прве половине XIII века II, 61–82.

Fig. 170. Peć, Church of St. Demetrios, two-light window on the 
north wall
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Fig. 171. Peć, Church of the Virgin Hodegetria, two-light window on the altar apse
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such as beadwork, identical to those on the windows of 
somewhat older Kotor buildings. The same workshop 
produced the frames of the portal carved from Banjska 
marble onyx and the altar screen in the Church of the 
Mother of God.53 Questions related to the existence of 
these elements in a Serbian church have received con-
tradictory answers. On one hand, there was the opinion 
that it was because of the programmatic concept, ac-
cording to which the elements present in royal mauso-
lea were copied in burial churches of local prelates;54 on 
the other, the view that these were secondary, undoubt-
edly requested, but ultimately non-organic melds seems 
more justified.55

•

The katholikon of the Monastery of the Holy Archan-
gels near Prizren, the monumental mausoleum of Em-
peror Dušan, once rivaled Dečani as a remarkably im-
portant monument that bore witness to the attention 
paid to the Latin West’s language of art in the Serbian 
architecture of Kosovo and Metohija.56 It is therefore 
very regrettable that this exceptional monument has 
been lost. The Church of the Holy Archangels com-
bined the typically Byzantine developed cross-in-square 
plan with five domes and an open narthex surmounted 
by a blind dome at the western end. It had façades set 
in marble and opulent sculptural decoration. Their ar-
ticulation was effected in stringcourses, applied for the 
first time in Serbian medieval architecture, and lesenes 
(fig. 217).57 The portals and windows had elaborate or-
naments. Some of the surviving fragments correspond 
to the characteristics of old Raška-style monuments; 
others have shallow carved sculptural decoration, sug-
gestive of new solutions. The capitals were stylistically 
similar to the sculptural decoration of Dečani, the ci-
borium of the Kotor Cathedral and the cloister of the 
Franciscan monastery in Dubrovnik.58 The western 
façade featured a monumental rosette, another West-
ern element, which would find its wide application in 
the following, Moravan period in the development of 

53 Eadem, Архитектура прве половине XIII века II, 61, 65–66.
54 Eadem, Готика у српској црквеној архитектури, 122.
55 Vojvodić, Serbian Art, 284–289.
56 Subotić, Terra sacra, 220–232.
57 Грујић, Откопавање Светих Арханђела код Призрена, 239–
297; Ненадовић, Душанова задужбина; Кораћ, Свети Арханђели, 
191–201.
58 Максимовић (Ј.), Српска средњовековна скулптура, 110–112.

Serbian medieval architecture.59 Built in the same mon-
astery was the Chapel of St. Nicholas, whose architec-
tural concept was most directly based on the solutions 
implemented in the construction of the katholikon.

The monumental ruins of the Church of the Holy Arch-
angels, the surviving fragments of its elaborate sculp-
tural decoration and the famous floor of the Prizren 
church – either used as spolia or scattered in monaster-
ies and museum collections – represent only a distant 

59 Korać, Les origines de l’architecture, 147–168.

Fig. 172. Peć, Church of the Virgin Hodegetria, 
window on the south façade
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echo of the appearance of Emperor Dušan’s magnifi-
cent foundation. The ktetor’s tomb was located along 
the southern wall of the western bay, according to the 
common practice known from the other mausolea of 
the Nemanjić family, but here it was framed by a unique 
architectural structure, which seems to have had an ar-
cade frieze resting on small pillars with capitals and 
leaning against the south wall. The tomb had a white 
marble lid, which featured the only known example in 
Serbian burial practice of a life-sized, sculpted, recum-
bent effigy of the emperor, executed in high relief, fully 
corresponding to the model of similar tombs found in 
the Catholic world.60 The gisant, a type of tomb effigy of 

60 Поповић (Д.), Српски владарски гроб, 114–120.

French origin, probably arrived in Serbia from Italy, by 
way of Venice, Rome or the Kingdom of Naples. There 
were such monuments in the cities on the eastern Adri-
atic coast, whence also came the artisans who worked 
on the church of the Holy Archangels. We may observe 
that the choice of the Western model for the royal effigy 
of Dušan matches the adoption of heraldry, imported 
from the West, in Serbian monuments of the times 
of Dušan.61 These ties to Southern Italian areas in the 
Angevin period seem to suggest that the idea of her-
aldry was borrowed from there rather than from Ger-
manic lands as has been proposed: a specific example of 
remarkably fine aristocratic heraldry can be seen in the 

61 Иванишевић, Развој хералдике, 213–234.

Fig. 173. Novo Brdo, Cathedral Church
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frescoes adorning the Church of Santa Maria del Casale 
in Brindisi.62

In addition to the gisant of the Emperor, two other 
sculpted representations of him are known to have ex-
isted in the church – a fact that represents an important 
novelty in Serbian medieval sculpture. The first imperial 
sculpture, of which identifiable fragments of hands have 
survived, was probably located above the tomb, along 
the western wall and facing east.63 The other stood in 
the lunette over the main portal. This was a sculpted 
composition depicting the ktetor with the patron saints 
of the church, akin to the representation of King Ste-
fan Uroš III and his son, the Young King Dušan, in the 
monumental icon sent to Bari as a gift for the tomb of 
the holy and myrrh-gusher Saint Nicholas the Wonder-
worker. 64 In the Prizren church, Emperor Dušan and 
his son and heir Uroš are represented in full imperial 
regalia, praying on their knees and facing the center of 
the composition (fig. 216). In all likelihood, the central 
images depicted the Archangels as the patron saints of 
the church and an object of the Emperor’s special ven-
eration.65

The Church of the Holy Archangels was destroyed in 
the early 17th century. Its marble ‘Gothic’ capitals (albeit 
not particularly sophisticated) were used in the con-
struction of the Sinan Pasha Mosque in Prizren, where 
they can still be seen (fig. 174). The floor of the church, 
with its marble incrustations on stone bedding, was also 
completely destroyed (fig. 175). The floor seems to have 
been a truly remarkable creation, primarily owing to its 
figural themes, since ‘represented in triangular fields are 
figures of lions, basilisks (birds with snake tails), winged 
animals and dragons, always facing each another...’.66

From the middle to the end of the 12th century, floors 
with a visual effect most likely similar to that which 
was sought at Prizren were made in Sicily (Palermo. 
fig. 176, and Monreale) and, about 1200, at Campa-
nia (Casertavecchia, cathedral, fig. 177; Sant’Agata 
de’ Gotti, etc.). Nevertheless, some caution is needed 
in their comparison, since the floor of the Church of 

62 Curzi, Santa Maria del Casale; Perrino, Santa Maria del Casale.
63 Поповић (Д.), Српски владарски гроб, 118.
64 Ђорђевић (И.), О првобитном изгледу, 111–122; Миљковић, 
Немањићи и свети Никола, 285–290.
65 Поповић (Д.), Представа владара, 25–36.
66 Quoted from: Subotić, Terra sacra, 230 (and figs. 95, 96). The basic 
literature on this issue is still Ненадовић, Душанова задужбина.

the Holy Archangels has survived only in fragments. 
It comprised a smaller or greater number of mono-
chrome figures (mostly in white or light-colored stone, 
but also in other colors), ‘visually’ detached from a bed-
ding composed of multi-colored sectilia. This similarity 
between distant examples offers more evidence on the 
mutual ties between works of art from the two spheres 
of the Christian oikoumene. We are unable to provide 

Fig. 174. Prizren, Church of the Holy Archangels, capital 
(now in the Sinan Pasha Mosque in Prizren)
Fig. 175. Prizren, Church of the Holy Archangels, floor 
fragment (Kurshumli-han, Skopje)
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a more extensive interpretation of these ties in this pa-
per, but the hope remains that they will be subjected 
to systematic research in the near future. In any case, 
it is exceptionally noteworthy that at the very heart of 
the Byzantine world in the 1120s a floor of unmatched 
beauty was made using the technique of ‘figural’ intarsia 
(opus interrasile, to borrow Pliny’s terms) in the south-
ern church of the Constantinopolitan Monastery of the 
Pantokrator. In view of the subject under discussion, it 
may have represented a precursor to similar creations in 
the ‘Byzantinized’ Sicilian churches and in later edifices 
in Campania and, ultimately, in Prizren as well.67

In this case, as in the previous ones, Dušan’s church 
demonstrated and underlined the ktetor’s undeniable 
intention to achieve ‘visual’ prestige. An example of a 
floor dating from the same period might prove helpful 
in understanding his intention – the ornate floor in the 
palace of Theodore Metochites in Constantinople. After 
the palace was sacked in 1328, the floor was ‘dismantled 

67 For a comprehensive critical approach to this issue, focusing on 
Sicilian examples, see: Longo, Opus sectile, 299–341, tavv. XIX–XXV. 
As regards the floor of the Monastery of the Pantokrator, the seminal 
study is still Megaw, Notes on Recent Work, 333–371, whilst a recently 
published study, Barral i Altet, Un programme iconographique, 218–
233, only discusses its iconography. For examples from Campania, 
see: D’Onofrio, La cattedrale; Cielo, Monumenti romanici. For more 
on the sensitive issue of the terminology related to the types of 
marble used and the different techniques, which are often confused, 
cf. Bonanni, Interraso marmore, 259–292.

and sent as a gift to the ruler of the western Scythians, 
who had asked for it in order to make his own palace 
even more magnificent’.68

•

The unique synthesis of solutions from Western and 
Eastern art achieved in the Prizren Church of the Holy 
Archangels served as the model for the construction of 
the Orthodox cathedral church at Novo Brdo. In the 
second half of the 14th century, the edifice followed the 
model of a church with a developed cross-in-square 
plan and façades set in courses of ashlars in two colors 
(fig. 173).69 The church received decoration in low 
sandstone relief, which was highly characteristic of the 
Moravan style of sculptural decoration in the time of 
Prince Lazar.70 The original church was later consider-
ably expanded at the eastern end. Some elements of the 
usual, hybrid ‘Romanesque-Gothic’ style also reached 
the territory of the Serbian Despotate, which saw the 
last upswing of Serbian medieval art under Despot Ste-
fan Lazarević. In this period, the façades of the Manasi-
ja and Vraćevnica monasteries were dressed in ashlars 
and adorned with blind arcades beneath the eaves.

68 Guiglia, La decorazione pavimentale, 321–358 (with the quote of the 
above passage from Nicephori Gregorae Byzantina historia, IX, 459).
69 Jovanović (V.) et al., Novo Brdo, 114–124 (V. J. Jovanović).
70 Катанић, Декоративна камена пластика, 238.

Fig. 176. Palermo, Martorana, floor, detail Fig. 177. Caserta Vecchia, Cathedral, floor, detail
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As a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional metropolis, 
Novo Brdo had several churches, at least two of which 
were Catholic. The so-called ‘Saxon’ church, prob-
ably dedicated to the Virgin Mary, has been subjected 
to archeological research.71 It may have been the par-
ish church mentioned in the testaments of Ragusans 
working in Novo Brdo. Its canon in the last quarter of 
the 15th century was Martin Segon, a notable human-
ist writer, who went on to become the Bishop of Ul-
cinj (r. 1482–1485).72 The church, just over a kilometer 
away from the citadel and situated in the area inhabited 
by the Saxons and other Catholics, was built around 
1330. The church had an unusual floor plan: a spa-
cious naos surmounted by a wooden ceiling and with a 
small, elongated chancel with a semicircular apse at the 
eastern end and a square room at the southern end. Its 
models have been sought both in mendicant monastic 
architecture and in older German architecture, based 
on the assumption that the Saxons built their church 
to resemble places of worship in their homeland.73 The 
discovered window moldings, with circular and pointed 
arches, show elements of both Romanesque and Gothic 
architecture. Probably influenced by the architecture of 
the Adriatic coast, a ciborium, of which only the bases 
of the pillars have survived, stood over a raised altar.74

•

In the long period from Stefan Nemanja to Dušan and 
subsequent rulers, subtle ties linked the monuments 

71 Чершков, „Сашка црква“, 338–340; Здравковић, Ископавања 
на Новом Брду, 341–348.
72 Pertusi, Martino Segono di Novo Brdo.
73 Jovanović (V.) et al., Novo Brdo, 106–114 (V. J. Jovanović).
74 Чершков, „Сашка црква“, 339.

erected in the territory of medieval Serbia, including 
those in Kosovo and Metohija, with the Dalmatian and 
Apennine coasts of the Adriatic.75 Drawing on the her-
itage of Western art from inside the Orthodox oikoume-
ne, Serbian rulers and archbishops were able to imbue 
their grand churches with a distinctive artistic identity 
as an expression of their own faith and power, which 
still leaves a strong impression on believers and visi-
tors. The cultural idiosyncrasy of Studenica, Sopoćani, 
Gradac, Banjska and Dečani was thus juxtaposed with 
the creative identity of an artistic colossus such as Byz-
antium, achieving an aesthetic balance between the 
uniqueness of Raška-style architecture (and sculpted 
decoration) and the reception of Byzantine visual the-
ology, cleverly transformed to suit its own needs. In 
the 15th century, the identity of Serbian art assumed 
new features and opened room for a new upsurge, the 
one that took place in Moravan Serbia. Nevertheless, it 
was in the 13th and 14th century that, owing to initia-
tives of rulers and prelates (in primis to the ideological 
synergy between King Milutin and Archbishop Danilo 
II) that the territory of the Serbian Kingdom and later 
Empire occupied a prominent place on the artistic map 
of Christian Europe.

75 Despite their importance, it was not possible to discuss here all 
the historical circumstances of the establishment of links between 
the two Adriatic coasts and their respective hinterlands, significantly 
strengthened by the role of the ‘Angevin’ Queen Helen, wife of Uroš 
I. Therefore, it seems sufficient here to refer the reader to Суботић, 
Краљица Јелена Анжујска, 131–148, and an excellent further dis-
cussion on the subject, with precise references to the older literature 
in D’Amico, Per la storia, 89–99. The recently published synthesis 
on the relationship between Queen Helen and the mendicant orders 
Cvetković, Franciscans and Medieval Serbia, 247–260, is not suffi-
ciently clear in every point.
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