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Ivana Vesić                                                                                                                        
Research Associate at Institute of Musicology SASA

The Place of Popular Music in Public Diplomacy: Experiences of 
Countries of Former Western and Eastern Bloc and Serbian Chal-
lenges

The significant role that the use of art and popular music had for the strengthen-
ing of political influence of particular countries in international relations was well 
documented in the recent past. According to results of large number of studies that 
appeared in the last decade, governments and political elites of various European 
countries as well as US have shown great interest in materializing political potentials 
of different types of music and music genres in the international arena since 19th 
century (and earlier). The gradual rise of prestige of certain forms of popular music in 
the diplomatic activities worldwide coincided, on the one hand, with the expansion 
of global music industry and its relevance in various parts of the world, and, on the 
other, with the intensifying of Cold War. The selection of music genres and perform-
ers, their representation and popularization abroad were closely correlated with the 
distinctive political goals and interests of specific countries at the time along with 
their internal socio-political antagonisms and difficulties. Relying on data of previous 
research, I will outline the most important aspects of the employment of popular 
music in public diplomacy of Cold War and post-1989 era focusing in particular to the 
problem of inventing, changing, and adapting of cultural strategies. In addition, I will 
discuss in detail a specific approach to this phenomenon in socialist Yugoslavia as well 
as the complex circumstances in post-socialist Serbia at the turn of the 21st century. 
One of the main priorities will be to point to the problem of popular music’s short-
term symbolic prestige and its incompatibility with the public diplomacy’s orienta-
tion to well-planned, thoroughly prepared and gradually implemented actions. The 
importance of the level of integration of the local music industries of the countries 
on the periphery in the global system of popular music production for the shaping of 
cultural part of public diplomacy will also be taken into consideration.

Keywords: popular music, public diplomacy, Western and Eastern Bloc, socialist     
Yugoslavia, Serbia, Cold War, post-socialist period        



CIP - Каталогизација у публикацији
Народна библиотека Србије, Београд

316.7”20/21”(048)

    КУЛТУРНА дипломатија и културни односи: 
јачање фер сарадње, разноликости и дијалога: 
књига апстраката / уреднице Љиљана Рогач 
Мијатовић, Ана Милосављвић. - Београд : 
Универзитет уметности, 2022 ([Београд] : Јава 
отисак). - 67 стр. ; 24 cm

Na spor. nasl. str.: Cultural diplomacy and cultural 
relations: strengthening fair collaboration, diversity and 
dialogue. - Апстракти на срп. и енгл. језику.  - Тираж 
50.

ISBN 978-86-7167-062-3

а) Културна дипломатија -- 20в-21в -- Апстракти

COBISS.SR-ID 67497481


	KULTURNA DIPLOMATIJA I KULTURNI ODNOSI - JAČANjE FER SARADNjE, RAZNOLIKOSTI I DIJALOGA - Knjiga apstrakata 1
	KULTURNA DIPLOMATIJA I KULTURNI ODNOSI - JAČANjE FER SARADNjE, RAZNOLIKOSTI I DIJALOGA - Knjiga apstrakata
	knjiga apstrakata Korica 1a
	KULTURNA DIPLOMATIJA I KULTURNI ODNOSI - JAČANjE FER SARADNjE, RAZNOLIKOSTI I DIJALOGA - Knjiga apstrakata-FINAL


	KULTURNA DIPLOMATIJA I KULTURNI ODNOSI - JAČANjE FER SARADNjE, RAZNOLIKOSTI I DIJALOGA - Knjiga apstrakata 1
	KULTURNA DIPLOMATIJA I KULTURNI ODNOSI - JAČANjE FER SARADNjE, RAZNOLIKOSTI I DIJALOGA - Knjiga apstrakata
	KULTURNA DIPLOMATIJA I KULTURNI ODNOSI - JAČANjE FER SARADNjE, RAZNOLIKOSTI I DIJALOGA - Knjiga apstrakata-FINAL
	CIP




