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2021 GYPSY LORE
SOCIETY CONFERENCE
ON ROMANI STUDIES
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Sanja Zlatanovi¢

Institute of Ethnography,
Serbian Academy of Sciences
and Arts, Belgrade, Serbia

(szlat@eunet.rs)

Independent State of Croatia (ISC). The marginalisation of
scholarly interest in researching the genocide committed
against the Roma was one of the characteristics of the
communist ideological model of the authorities in socialist
Croatia (Yugoslavia), which prohibited the highlighting
of the ethnic identities of victim groups, and instead
incorporated them into the common discourse of “victims
of fascist terror”. With such ideological control, the
memories of the Romani war victims were joined by those
of other victims of the Ustasha authorities and its fascist
and Nazi allies, which made it impossible to hold separate
commemorations or to erect monuments for the Romani
victims. The consequences of this policy are still felt in
Croatia today; scholarly research on the genocidal suffering
of the Roma remains insufficient and unsystematic.

This paper will analyse the question of how the education
systemin Croatia, after the end of World War Il, addressed
or perceived the topic of the genocide of the Roma. The
analysis will cover textbooks and history manuals which
have been published and used in the teaching of history
in primary and secondary schools from 1945 to the
present. In particular, the paper will analyse the issue of
comparison in relation to the suffering of other nations,
such as Jews, with respect to the suffering of Roma
during World War Il in Croatia.

In-Betweenness:
The DZorevci Community in Bulgaria

This paper is based on fieldwork conducted in Bulgaria,
in the cities of Sofia and Pernik. It explores the
phenomenon of preferred identification, characteristic of
the Romani community, on the example of DZorevci in
Bulgaria. The Dzorevci community represent a paradigm
of how an external definition/categorization shapes the
internal experience of belonging, with the result that, for
generations, the members of his community remain in an



ambiguous, liminal position, “betwixt and between” the
established ethnic categories of Bulgarians and Roma -
“neither-nor”, “and/or” and “both-and” (depending on the
individual, the situation, and the wider social and political
context). In their interactions with relevant others - the
Bulgarians and the Roma - the DZorevci community is
engaged in a constant, long-term process of negotiation,
contestation and non-recognition, doubly included or
doubly excluded - in the narratives of my interlocutors
the predominant experience being the latter.
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