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International Scientific Conference
FEMALE LEADERSHIP IN MUSIC

Faculty of Dramatic Arts and Faculty of Music
University of Arts in Belgrade
World Music Day, June 215t 2021

Faculty of Music and Faculty of Dramatic Arts in Belgrade are carrying out
a research project “Female Leadership in Music" (FLIM) with the support of the
Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia through the program for excellent proj-
ects of young researchers PROMIS.

As a part of the FLIM project, an international conference under the same
title is held to further advance the exchange of knowledge and research ori-
entations regarding female musicianship, gender, and leadership, among the
researchers from Serbia and the wider region, as well as within the global aca-
demic community.

This symposium aims to explore the contemporary role of female musician-
ship in traditional folk world music and independent popular music scenes by
focusing on historical and present-day female participation in music-making,
performing, and maintaining. Since female agency, viewpoints, and legacies
in traditional and popular music haven't been explored in cross-generic and
cross-disciplinary perspectives so far, the main objective is to chart both highly
visible and underrepresented key figures in several music scenes and networks.

As the situation regarding music scenes and labor rapidly changes world-
wide, a critical analysis of gender issues related to contemporary music-making
and performing is required to facilitate the ongoing engagement of female mu-
sicians in music scenes and networks. Additionally, the links between personal
narratives and experiences and social institutions, contemporary gender de-
bate, demands of the music market, and state policies are the topics to be fur-
ther explored.

The symposium is seeking to identify and describe the possibilities, gen-
dered constraints, and acts of transgressions that together weave complex dy-
namics of female participation in traditional and popular music, in relation to
the changing field of dominant gender ideologies.
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PHD CANDIDATES SESSION

The War is On:

Female Leadership in Serbian Metal Music

Bojana Radovanovic,
Institute of Musicology, Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts

This presentation will focus on the role of women, and especially frontwomen,
in Serbian metal music. The overview will be done following the first emergence
of female-fronted bands in the late 1990s and the early 2000s, up to the most
recent emergence of all-female metal bands. In comparison to the development
of the international metal music scene, | will look into the genre predisposi-
tion and historical circumstances of frontwomanship (from symphonic metal to
extreme metal subgenres) and look into the changing narrative of this overall
male-dominated scene. Given that the female roles in metal bands are still, by
and large, the ones of a vocalist, this paper will also give insight into the devel-
opment of female vocals in metal - from more mainstream clean and operatic
singing to the 'underground’, extreme vocals.

Keywords: metal frontwomen, women in Serbian metal, voice, extreme met-
al, symphonic metal
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