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Ty Evripotany wui Twavvn Mrouvtden, Anpdoxe @eooadovikng, tixviy
e fpay Metpuotnrog £v Kupiw dyanng, xapwv xai eiprivnv napa Seot.

Eig v nayxévpov iotopicv éddywrtar anootodai £xovv kabopioa £ig
Towlrov fabuov v eEéMEy avTig kal éxouy xataAeiPel tooobrov avebimdov
Ixvos Goov 1] arootod] Tav dyiwy adtadéiAdwy Kupiddou xai MeBobiov tawv
Beooaioviciwy gig v Meyadnv Mogafiav npog evayyeAopov tov EAafxav
Aaiv, To 10100T0V TEQLTEAVIS ATOdEKVIEL O dTodibéusvos alrois oefaopds kal
] EUYVIOREY GVaYVWoIS THE TIooduas 1oV &yiwv ioanootoAwy téoov Und
xav v MeydAn MogaBia ZAafwdv dodwy 6oov xai Ond naviwv tiv EAafxay
Aadv, TV TMEOVTWRY auTole 8 GurioTas kai evegyétas avrdv. Kai oyl
avartiwe: ot ol dio Aoviktic avtadeAdor div peTéduwray «roic v axdre
wal o Bavaror kaBnuévoigs LAafxois Aaoic pdvov 10 aAnBic dos tic tis
Xpwotov miotews, AAAT fvoiov gic adrobs oy Aswddgov Tob moAmouob,
Bégavres 1o Bepidia T avantiiews kai EEeAifewe tiv TAGBwy dv i ioTopu
yiyveoBar kai duowdouvtes 10v opapatwlivia v drovtodfy tatty kai
fmAétaven avrois péyay matguigxny Kovotaviivounédews Putiov.

Aweaiwg, G0ev, oepviverar wal vavydtan 1) yevétapa attov Segaaiovikm
B T Aapmigd siene Téever wal TIRE katd ypEog TAG lepds alTiv HopdAac kai Ty
utyiotnv abtev Tooadopdy. AnoteAel i abunuvoy ngwtoBovliay 1| anodaocie
ol Afuou Seoradovikng e tiprem v 11500y Emétaov 1ig ivaplaws g
anootoAfls T dyiwv Kupilovu wat MeBodlov iv Meyadn Mogafia b e
avannpifews Tol Tpéxoving ftove g froug «Ayiwy Kupitdou kai Metobiou,
bogyavion b wxai 10 Eywavialopevov oruegov Melvic Emotnuovicov
Euvibpov ué titAov «KigiAdos kai MeBodiog. To Buldvtio kat O wdopes tav
EAéens npoc tpfpv 16w dlo Ayitwv ki tob toAverinédou abtav égyou.

A wal dAokapbicss ouyxaigopev tov Afuov Brooadovikng xai Touc
naviowtgdnes ipyalopévoug buix tiv mpofodfv Tig npoodopds TV dyiwy
Kupiddov xai MeGodiov wai tiv dvadalv g olkoupevikns DIROTATEWE NS
AMooToARE @Ry kai émorddopey Tovc TE dopyavwoavtas T Luvidgwov kai
tobe B dvokoveotwy ouppetéxuvias v avtg imduveis EmoTrpovas 1
TMatguagx s MUy L0AOYIZ, LUXOUEVOL EDODWEY TaV EQYBUWILETTOL.

LBy’ Nocpfoiou




XAIPETIEMOE TOY AHMAPXOY

€ TTOAD LEYOAN OV YOpd, KOl EKTPOSO®RMOVTIC TOV Afpapyo Ococolovikng, Knphocm
mv évapén tov Tpmpepov cuvedpiov «Kupiidog ko Mebodiog: To Bulavtio kot o k6-
GUOG TV ZAAB®VY.

H ovppetoyn emomudvov ard 6lo tov K660 6To cuvEdpLlo — omd T0 Aog Avtleieg twv HITA
¢m¢ 10 NoPoowuripok g Pociag, and v Zinpia péyxpt v Kolpdpvia — vroypoppilel 1660
NV TOYKOGHLO KANPOVOLLE TV §00 Ayiwv g TOANG Hag 0G0 Kot TV eEOOTPEPT] GTPATIYIKH TOL
Anpov Oeccarovikng. Ztoyog pag, dgv eivar A0 amd To va KataoTel 1 OeccaAlovikn TPOVOLLL-
akOG TOTOG TNG EMOTNUOVIKTS £pgvvag Yo Tov KOpthho kot MeBoddio, yu t oxéon tov Bulavtiov
pe Toug TAGPoVG Kot 1o TIg GUYYPOVES Kot hvta emikoupeg mpoektaoelg g Kupiddho-Mebodiavig
KANpovoLLdG.

Mg gQaATPLO TO GLVEIPLO QTO, EVEATIGTOVUE OTL 1] TOAT LOG UTOPEL VO AVOTTOEEL TTPOVOLLOKT
OX£0M HE EVOL ONUOVTIKO TVELHOTIKO KEQAAOLO OV EVOMUOTMOVEL OEUATIKEG S1opOVIKOD EVOLOPE-
povtog. [Ipovopuoxn oxéon e T0 GAAPIKO KOGHO KoL To 0V KOl TIG KOW®MVIES TTOV TOV GLUVOETOLV.
IIpovopaxn oyéon pe 6G0VG aGYOAOVVTOL Le TO GAUPIKO KOOGUO Kol GuvavTIoOVTOL GE OAN TNV
owovpévn. [Ipovopiakn oyéon pe v VoAU EAANVIKY ETIKPATELD L0 TOV Y10L T ¥DPO. KoL TNV
KOW®Via Hog 6To GOVOAD TNG 1) G)E0T| HE TO GAUPIKO kKdopo givan éva dropkég (nroduevo — {ntov-

HLEVO TOMTIGUIKO, TOALTIKO, OIKOVOIKO.

Epeic and mv mievpd pog PAémovpe ta 1150 ypovia and v amootodn temv Ayiov Kupiddov ko
Mebodiov 6t Meydin Mopafia g apopun yio TV EVEPYOTOINGT] GVTOV TOL KEPAANIOV TNG TTOANG
poc. Evedmotovpe 6t avty 1 evepyomoinom Oo cupmepldfel amd tov EEI0IKEVIEVO EpEVVNTY
0L GAOPIKOD KOGHOL PEXPL TOV TTEPACTIKO EMOKENTN SAPkNG Kataywync. Embopovpue, kot Oo
EPYOOTOVLE YU OVTO, 1 EVEPYOTOINGT OTOV TOV KEQOANIOV VO, avafabLicel T OYXECN TOV TOVETL-
OTNLOKAOV LLOG GYOADVY, TOV EPEVVNTIKMY IOPVUAT®V TG TOANG 1o, Tov Movagiov Bulavtivod ITo-
Mtiopob, g ExkAnolog pog pe toug duvntikolg, avd Tov KOGHO, GCUVOLANTEG TOVC. ATOGKOTOVLLE
Ue TNV evepyomoinon tov kepaAaiov g Kupptho-Mebodiavig mapadoons, vo KAToGTHGOVE TV
TOAN Lo oNUED oVaPOPAG EVOS SIUTOATIGUIKOD SLoAdyov, TTov Ba pépet TV 1t T OocaAovikn

gyybtepa 610 cAaPikd KOGHO Kot TO GAOPIKO KOGLO gyyvTepa ot Oeocolovikm.
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Ba NBeho and avtd to Pripna va e&dpw ) cvuPfoin tov Ipoédpov tov Kévipov Merémg Ilo-
Mtetikng Kinpovopiog Kvpiddov kot MeBodiov, kabnynti Avtdviov-Aiiov Toyidov. Erniong,
EVYOPIOTA TO LEAT] TNG EMOTNUOVIKNG EMTPOTNG OV GLYKPOTNOE KAl SILUOPPOGAY, VIO TV Ko
Bodnynom tov, awtd to efapetikd evilapépov debvég ouvédpio. Kabopiotikn ftav BéPota kot m
GLUPOAN TV 510V TOV GUVESPOY TTOV EPYAGTNKAV, OO PLEPT) KOVTIVEL OGO KOl OTOULOKPUGHEVE, YL,
Vo GUUPBAALOVY GTNV ETGTNHOVIKH EPEVVE Kol 6TO S1dA0Y0 Yo Tov KOpthho ko tov Mebodio.

O kabnynmg Aviovioc-Aytidiog Tayidog kpdtmoe ™ eAdya g Kupprtho-Mebodiavig Tapddoong
Cwvtavn ot Oec6aA0VIKN KOl OOTIGE T SIKLY LAG GTLEPVT O108POT. ZUVEIGEPEPE LE AVTOV TOV
TPOTO PEYIGTEG VINPEGIEG GTNV TOAN TOL, VINPEE YEVVOLOSMPOG 6TN BEGGAAOVIKT, KOt KAOVITOG,
v xpOVIEL, GTNV TGTH TOV OTL 1) TOAN KAmoto oTiypn| Oa avayvmpicel T oNpascio Tov €pyov Tov yio
mv S Xto Babpd mov Bo umopéoet va. el 0 510G OTL owT M TOETN ToL dKamOnKe, o€ aTdHV TO
Bobpo ko povo B £xovpe TETOYEL KO 6TO SKO LLOG EPYO.

Emniong, nfeko va guyapiomom v Ilpoictauévn tov Movcegiov Bulavtivov TTodticuov, Ap.
AyaBovikn Torumbkov, Tov ayKGAOGE 0O TNV TPAOTY GTIYU TO GLVESPLO, Kot £lxe KAOOPLOTIKN
ovpPoin omv ekbectoxn didotoon tng eneteiov. Ot EKONADGELG, CLUTEPIAAUBOVOUEVOL KOL TOV
ocuvedpiov avTov, ivon 1 Py Kot Oyt TO TEAOG TNG GXEoNG Tov Afpov pog Kot Tov Movoeiov pe
tovg Kopilho kot Mebodwo kot pe v emppon tovg 6to Buldvtio kot 6tov KOGHo TV ZAGPwV.
ATDTEPOG GKOTAG LG EIVOL VO GUVEVADGOVLLE SUVALELS, VOL KIVITOTIOUGOVLLE 0PN YOG, VO EVEPYO-
momcovpe €0vikovg kot diebveig popeis, yio Tnv opydvoon g kbeong pe Bépa «To Bulavtio kot
ot ZAdfow, mov Ba amoteécel diebvEg yeyovoc.

Ba KAelow LLe Eva PLEYOAO EVXOPIOTA Y10 TO GTEAEYT] TOL A0V oG Kot Tov Movogiov Bulavtivoy
TToAttiopob, mov o€ pia SVGKOAN TEPIOS0 Y10 TOVE IB10VG KL TIG OIKOYEVELEC TOVG, OVTLLETOTIONY
™V TPOKANGT TNG SLOPYAVMOGTG TOL GUVESPIOV LE TPOLYULOTIKO TATPLOTIGUO Kot oYL g Bépa povuti-
vog. Xopig n GO KoL TNV oVTTdpyNnoT Toug dgv Oo UacToY €60 OAOL GTILEPUL.

T'évvng Mmovtéprg
Anuapyos Ocoootovikng



MAYOR’s GREETING

n behalf of the Mayor of Thessaloniki Mr Yiannis Boutaris and with great pleasure,
I inaugurate the three-day conference “Cyril and Methodius: “Byzantium and the
world of the Slavs.”

The participation of scientists from all over the world at the conference -from Los Angeles
US to Novosibirsk Russia, from Siberia to California - underlines both the universal impact
of the heritage of the two Saints of our city and the range of the extroverted strategy of the
Municipality of Thessaloniki. Our goal is to render Thessaloniki a place of outstanding sci-
entific research and dialogue on Cyril and Methodius, the relationship between Byzantium

and the Slavs and the current influence of Cyril and Methodius heritage.

Due to this conference we hope that our city will develop a closely relationship with an im-
portant intellectual topic which is mostly related to a relevant to us context.

A privileged relationship with the Slavic world, the nations and societies which comprise.
A privileged relationship with other people who deal with the Slavic world and can be en-
countered throughout the whole world. A privileged relationship with the rest of the Greek

territory which is affected by the Slavic influence in several ways.

We see the 1150 years anniversary, of the mission to instigate the interest for Saints Cyril
and Methodius in Great Moravia, as a good reason to instigate the interest for the heritage
of the two Saints. We hope that this activation will attract both the specialized researcher of
the Slavic world as well as the visitors of Slavic origin. We desire, and we will work in this
direction in order to enhance the relationship between the relevant university faculties, our
city research institutions, the Byzantine Museum, the Church with all of their potential in-
terlocutors all over the world.

In the end, we seek, by activating the interest for Cyril and Methodius tradition, to trans-
form our city into a centre of intercultural dialogue, which will bring Thessaloniki closer

to the Slavic world.



I would also like to take the opportunity to pay tribute to the contribution of the President of
the Heritage Study Center of Cyril and Methodius, Professor Athonios -Aimilios Tachiaos.
Moreover, I would like to thank the members of the scientific committee which he set up
and under his guidance organized this exceptional international conference. I would also like
to stress the decisive contribution to the conference of the delegates themselves who worked
both from nearby places and distant ones in order to conduce to the scientific research and
dialogue on Cyril and Methodius, here in Thessaloniki.

Professor Anthonios -Aimilios Tachiaos kept the flame of Cyril and Methodius tradition
alive in Thessaloniki and illuminated our own current path. He offered services of outmost
importance to the city and he has been generous and steadfast to his belief that eventually

Thessaloniki will recognize for its own benefit the importance of his work.

Furthermore, I would like to thank the Head of the Byzantine Museum Dr. Agathoniki Tsili-
pakou who embraced the conference from the beginning and had a decisive contribution to its
fruition through the anniversary exhibition. The events, including the conference, are the begin-
ning and not the end of the process to strength the relationship of the Municipality of Thessalo-
niki and the world of the Slavs through Cyril and Methodius. Our ultimate aim is to unite forces,
to mobilize donors, national and international organizations, in order to organize an exhibition

entitled “Byzantium and the Slavs”, which will hopefully become a major international event.

Finally, I would like to thank very much the employees of our Municipality and of the
Byzantine Museum who faced the challenge of organizing the conference with real zeal and
enthusiasm despite all the shortcomings they were faced with. Without their contribution and

altruism we would not have been here today.

Yiannis Boutaris
Mayor of Thessaloniki



¢ mbdedog tov Kévtgov Merétns Iolimotns Kinoovouias Kvoildov xou

Me6odiov (Center for the Study of the Cultural Heritage of Cyril and Methoius) au-

o0davouan ofuega pio WLaiteen ovyrivnor. Amd auty T oty ayiCel éva
debvéc ouvédQLO To omoio Exel wg O¢pa t Lo, T dRAoT %ot TOV TOMTLOTIRO TTAOTTO TOU
%©ANEodOTNoaV 0TOV ROOUO TWV ZAAPWV oL CUUTOTOLDTES pag Oecoalovirelc dylor K-
othhog xow MeB6d1og. To ouvédQLo awTd mearyportomoleitol pe TV emételo Tov 1150 x006-
vov otd T peTdfaon Twv 000 peydAmv avt®v teocumxoTitwy ot Meydin Mogafia,
omov £dmoav aldpafnTo xou xatédeoav TG TEMTES aEYES TG ohaPuxig Oelag hatoeiag xou
voapuateiog. Eva tooo peydho yeyovog, To ommoio dnuoveyoioe pio vEo oy HaTindT T
OTOV EVQWMITAIXO Y(DEO, OeV NtV OUVVOTO VA TEQACEL OTTOLQOTHQNTO XL VO WV €0QTAOOEL
2aTaANADG €80, 0 authv TNV TOAN. ‘Otav towv amd 800 xeovia to Kévrpo pag amotdon-
%€ 0TOV ANHoQyo TG oINS pag »UoLo I'idvvn Mrovtdon xow To0 medtetve va avaldfer o
ANpog Oeooarovinng pe tn O pog ovvegyaoia, Tn dloydvwaon avtol Tov ovvediov,
TO 0710{0 RO aEY(TEL ofpeQa, 0 ®VELOG ALY OG, APEomS ®aL pe TAHEN EVOOVOLOoUd ROl
ROATAVONON TNG AVOYRAUOTNTOGS EVOS TETOLOV E0QTAONOUV, ATodEYTNHE TNV TEOTOOT LA
%AL, UE TN OVYROTAOEOT %o OAOXANQOU TOv ANpotvol Zvpfoukiov, TEOXWENCE GTNV
€EeVQEDN TWV OKOVOUXMY TTOQWV YLOL T1] TTEAYUOTOTO(Non Tov ouvedgiov. ITgémel hot-
7OV Vo expeAoovpe TO00 TEOG TOV ®VELO ATUAQYO TEOCHIUKMG O00 ROl TQOGS TO. MEAN
ToU Anpotinot Zupfoiiov Tic BEQUAOTATES EVYOQLOTIES LAS YLOL TNV RATAVONCT QUTHG TG
avyrng, MOTE VO TQOYLOTOTOLE(TOL OT|UEQO £Va RADAQMS EMOTNUOVIXG GUVEDQLO YLOL
tovg 300 peydhovs Oecoarovirelc exmoltiotés Twv ZAaPwv. Katd deltego Aoyo moémel
VoL EUY0QLOTHOOUE eYRAQOING OAoVG eadic Tov deyONrate pe mpobuuia vo ovppetdoye-
TE 0TO OUVEDQLO AL UE TOV TAOUTO TV EVRDV YVOOEDV 00 Vo dhoete pa véa wbnom
%O TTQOOTTTLXY] OTHV EMOTNHOVIXT] Qeuva TV Vtd eEétaom Bepdtmv Tov TEOYAuIATOGS,

omwg %o €04g o Bo. Belfjoete va mopornolovOoeTe TG QY0 aies Tov Zuvedoiov.

Eivai og 6hovg pog yvwotd ot o Kidglhhog xar o MeBddog dev fitav amhdg d0o Bon-
oxevouevol mohites tov Bulaviiov, ahhd tav eEdymg TahavioUyes TQOOMIROTITES ROL
oVYYOvIS ONovEYot evog véou moltiopov. H momtn ohafunt| yoadi fitav auti thv
omoia epeve 0 KUpLhhog o ovopdiotnxe glagolica. Ztn GUVEYELXL OVTI] OVTLROTOOTION®E
oo po véa yoadt, Tnv omoio dnuovoynoe o entoronog [Tpechdfag (Preslav) tng Bov-
vaoiog Kwvotavrivog, xou avth mpog tiuhv tov Kvpthhov ovoudotnxe kyrillica, iye O
g TEATVIO TNV EMMN VKT YoadT). TOoO0 1 et Yoadt tov Kvpihhov, 6oo »aw ) deltegn
Tov emonomov Kovotaviivov, vrnogav dnpuovoynuata T omoia £hegav andun mo ®o-

vtd Tov ohafirnd ®OOUO TEOG TOV EAANVIXO, AUTOV O 0moiog elxe o TeEQdoTIa TTVELIALTL-
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%1 RO TOATLOTLXRT] TTOQAO0OY. AVTH] 1) TQAYHOTIROTNTA TTEQLXAE(EL ROl Eva RAAESHOL GTNV
€QEVVO TMV OTOLYEIMV TTOV EVOVOUY TOAAOUGS Ao onueoa. H ehMhnvixi yoadi) xou 1 ovy-
vevNGg NG kyrillica »QUPovv pio duoyQovint CUVEYELD ROl OTTOTEAOUV EVO LOVLIO EVOTIRG
otoryelo mov PpéQvelL Tov oAaPLrd nOGUO eyYUTEQO TTEOS TOV EAAMNVIXG. Q0TOC0 dev TEémnel
va Tooyvwioovue 6t xoL oL ohafxol Aaol, oL omolol vioBéTnoav TN AaTivirt] Yoo,
éxovtag Opws dvtote Covravi v xvetlhoueodiavi Taeddoon, diatneovV TOAE %ol
v@ otougeto pe gpudg tovg ‘Ellnveg dmmeg ko pe tovg howtots Shapovg g »vothhiniig
voodns. O peydhrog Itards ohafordyos Riccardo Picchio, ®xaOnyntig tov Iovemompiov
tov Yale, avagpegopevog o avtiv v Pulovtiviic mpoéhevong ohaPixi) magddooy, Tnv
ovopaoe Slavia ortodossa, oVYYEOVWS OUMS %L 0T0 GAAO oxéNOG, TNG YoOdTg dNhadn ue
¥0MNon tov Aatvirot ahdpapitov mov avadpégapue, Edwaoe Tov titho Slavia romana, dNAadm

owpaind chafopd, fAémovrog anQlpdg Tig ®owveg aoels Tov U0 ROoUWV.

Telewwvovtag Ba 0ela, wg TEOEOQOS TNG EMOTNUOVIXTG ETTQOTMTS TOV OLOQYAV(OE TO
ZuvédpLo ov ayitel ofueQa, vo gvyaQLoTnom Begums 6A0VG €0ds OV TO0O TEODV WS
mpoohBate 0° avTd, Yo VO TQOODEQETE LUE TLG YVMOELS OOG Mo VEA 0PN TWV ETLOTNHO-
vinav Bepdtwv. Eniong Ba 16gho dnpooimg va guyaglotiiom tnv assistant professor g
Dhoocopriic Zyohilg Tov Aglototeheiov Iavemotuiov Oecoalovinng rvgion Ayyehinn
Aghnudon zat T ovveyatdes Tov Tufuatog Anpociov kot Aedvov Zyéoemv Tov Af-
pov Oeocarovinng nvpieg Kategiva Kouravn naw Okyo Kotoaumd, ol omoleg, pe vmeg-
BéAirovta THAO naw vITEQPOMKRO ROTO, EQYAOTNHAV YLOL TNV TTIQOETOLUAOIO TOV ZuVvedQIOV.
EvUyopor og 6hovg €0Gg vyelo xot dUvaun Yo T GUVEXLOY TOU dNILOVQYLROU ETLOTNUOVL-

%0V €0YOV 0.
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THE CHURCH IN SERBIA
AT THE TIME OF CYRILO - METHODIAN MISSION
IN MORAVIA*

Predrag Komatina, PhD, Research Associate
Institute for Byzantine Studies of the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts
Belgrade, Serbia

he two accounts of Porphyrogenitus on the Christianization of the Serbs. As it
is well known, there are conflicting data in the sources about the Christianization
of the Serbs. The very same author and the principal source for that question, the
Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus (913-959), gives two different accounts on how
the Serbs were baptized. One account states they were baptized at the time of the Emperor
Heraclius (610-641) by the priests that the Emperor brought from Rome,' another states that
they were baptized at the time of the Emperor Basil I (867-886) by the priests that he sent

from Constantinople.?

* This article is part of the project “Tradition, innovation and identity in the Byzantine world” (no. 177032),
supported by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological development of the Republic of Serbia.
1 Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De administrando imperio 1, edd. Gy. Moravcsik, R. J. H. Jenkins, Corpus
Fontium Historiae Byzantinae (CFHB) 1, Washington 1967, § 32.21-29.

2 De administrando imperio 1, § 29.54-84; Chronographiae quae Theophanis Continuati nomine fertur liber
quo Vita Basilii Imperatoris amplectitur, ed. 1. gevéenko, CFHB 42, Berolini 2011, § 54.1-35.

On Porphyrogenitus’ acounts on the Christianization of the Serbs and Croats, with relevant bibliography,
cf. P. Komatina, Crkvena politika Vizantije od kraja ikonoborstva do smrti cara Vasilija I, Beograd 2013,
261-285; T. Zivkovié, «On the Baptism of the Serbs and the Croats in the Time of Basil I (867-889)», Studia
Slavica et Balcanica Petropolitana 1/13 (2013) 35-38.
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The time of the conversion of the Serbs according to the second account is the time of the
Cyrilo-Methodian mission in Moravia. But, my oppinion is that there was no mission sent
by the Emperor Basil I to convert the Serbs. The whole story on that, which is to be found
in the 29" chapter of the De administrando imperio and the 54" chapter of the Vita Basilii,
Porphyrogenitus based on the story he found in the Tactica of his father Leo VI (886-912),
that Basil I graecized and baptized the Slavs.? Porphyrogenitus misunderstood and misinter-
preted the story, for it dealt with the Slavs of Greece, and used it in the context of the Serbs
and Croats.*

On the other hand, there are traces that suggest a strong influence of the Church of Rome
among the Serbs in the earliest times of their history as Christians. These traces are reflected
primarily in the Latin origin of some of the most important terms of Christian terminology in
the Serbian language, in Latin architectural features of the oldest known Serbian churches,
as well as in toponymy.> We should also add something that has not been noted in historiog-
raphy so far — there are remains of some of the Latin holidays in the Serbian folk calendar,
such as Vidovdan — St. Vitus’ Day (June 15), Miholjdan — Michaelmas (September 29) and
Mratinjdan — St. Martin’s Day (November 11), which the Serbian Orthodox church doesn’t
celebrate today, and which in the Middle Ages were not part of the liturgical practices of the

Byzantine church.®

3 The Taktika of Leo VI, ed. G. T. Dennis, CFHB 49, Washington 2010, 18.453—457.

4 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 283-285.

5 K. Jirecek, J. Radonié, Istorija Srba 1, Beograd 1952, 98; K. Jire¢ek, Romani u gradovima Dalmacije,
Zbornik Konstantina Jireceka II, Beograd 1962, 41; F. Dvornik, Byzantine Missions among the Slavs. SS
Constantine-Cyril and Methodius, New Jersey 1970, 37-39; J. Kali¢, «Crkvene prilike u srpskim zemljama
do stvaranja arhiepiskopije 1219.», Evropa i Srbi. Srednji vek, Beograd 2006, 114-115; Istorija srpskog nar-
oda 1, Beograd 1981, 152 (S. Cirkovié); A. Loma, «Sutelica — toponomasticki tragovi latinskog hris¢anstva
u unutrasnjosti prednemanjicke Srbije», Istorijski glasnik 1-2 (1987) 7-28; Idem, «Rani slojevi hriS¢anskih
toponima na starosrpskom tlu», Onomatoloski prilozi 11 (1990) 1-18; Idem, «Podunavska prapostoj-
bina Slovena: legenda ili istorijska realnost», JuZnoslovenski filolog 49 (1993) 187-220; Lj. Maksimovi¢,
«Pokrstavanje Srba i Hrvata», Zbornik radova Vizantoloskog instituta 35 (1996) 163; T. Zivkovié, Crkvena
organizacija u srpskim zemljama (rani srednji vek), Beograd 2004, 131-139; N. Gilbeti¢, «Early Liturgical
History of the Serbs», Bollettino della Badia Greca di Grottaferrata, III serie, 7 (2010) 87-101.

6 For those holidays in the Latin Martyrologia of the 9™ century, cf. S. Adonis archiepiscopi Viennensis Mar-
tyrologium cum additamentis, Patrologia Latina 123, 287, 368-369, 393; Usuardi monachi Sangermanensis
Martyrologium 1, PL 124, 155-156, 517-518, 681-682; Le Martyrologe d’Usuard, ed. J. Dubois, Subsidia
Hagiographica 40, Bruxelles 1965, 247, 311, 340; S. P. N. Notkeri, cognomento Balbuli, monachi Sancti
Galli Martyrologium per anni circulum, PL 131, 1154—-1155. On the other hand, the Byzantine Synaxaria
and Menologia of the time do not contain any of those memories on the said dates, cf. Synaxarium eccle-
siae Constantinopolitanae, ed. H. Delehaye, Bruxellis 1902, 87.21-90.19, 211.16-216.8, 749.26-752.11;
Menologium Basilii 11, Patrologia Graeca 117, 77, 153-156, 500. The memory of St. Vitus is to be found only
in Sicilian and South Italian recensions of Byzantine Synaxaria and Menologia, Synaxarium CP, 751.42-43,
cf. also LVII-LX; M. Markovié, «Kult Svetog Vita (Vida) kod Srba u srednjem veku», Zograf 31 (2006—
2007) 38-39, the memory of St. Martin is linked to November 12%, and not November 11", Synaxarium
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Evidence from some contemporary sources also gives some information on the influence
of the Roman Church among the Slavs on the Eastern side of the Adriatic from the 7% to 9*
centuries. In a letter addressed to the Emperor Constantine IV (668—685) concerning the
Sixth Ecumenical Council of 680/681, the Pope Agatho (678—681) stated that many of (his)
fellow servants (ie. the Bishops of the Roman Church) are in the middle of the barbarians
— the Lombards and Slavs, as well as the Franks, Goths and Britons.” An episcopal notitia
from the mid-8™ century, a rare one that describes the territorial jurisdictions of all the five
Patriarchates, counts the Slavs, along with the Saxons, Gauls, Franks, Illyrians, Lombards,
Arabs, Avars, Scythians, as part of the territory under the jurisdiction of the Apostolic See of

the Greater Rome.®

The papal letter of 873. Yet the strongest evidence on the influence of the Roman Church
in the early medieval Serbia could be found in a well known letter of Pope John VIII to the
Serbian Prince Mutimir in 873. In that letter the Pope wrote the following:

(1) Presbiteri illic absoluti et vagi ex omni loco adventantes quaedam ecclesiastica contra
canones oficia peragunt, immo numerosa, cum sint ascephali, scelera contra Dei precepta
committunt.

(2) Quapropter ammonemus te, ut progenitorum tuorum secutus morem quantum potes
ad Pannonensium reverti studeas diocesin. Et quia illic iam Deo gratias a sede beati Petri

apostoli episcopus ordinatus est, ad ipsius pastoralem recurras sollicitudinem.’

That is:

The priests there loose and wandering, coming from all sides, occupy some church services
against canons, certainly commit many wicked acts against God s rules, for being acephali.

That is why I warn you that you, following the customs of your ancestors, as much as you
can try to get back to the Pannonian Diocese. And since there has just been ordained a
bishop, thanks to God, by the See of the Blessed Apostle Peter, place yourself back under his

pastoral care.

CP, 217.30-218.28; Menologium Basilii I1, 156; Ch. Walter, Warrior Saints in Byzantine Art and Tradition,
Ashgate 2003, 200-206, while there is not any trace of commemorating St. Michael the Archangel on Sep-
tember 29™.

7 S. Agathonis papae epistolae, Patrologia Latina 87, 1226 A; Maksimovié, «PokrStavanje», 171.

8 Hieroclis Synecdemus et Notitiae Graecae episcopatuum, ed. G. Parthey, Amsterdam 1967, no. 5.2-20,
esp. 1. 13.

9 Johannis VIII papae eppistolae, ed. E. Caspar, Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Eppistolae VII, Eppisto-
lae Karolini aevi V, Berolini 1928, 282.25-30. On the letter, cf. Komatina, Crkvena politika, 276278, with
relevant bibliography. The subject has been discussed in another paper recently, Zivkovi¢, «On the Baptism»,
44-46, but with the results with wich I cannot agree.

713



PREDRAG KOMATINA: THE CHURCH IN SERBIA AT THE TIME OF CYRILO - METHODIAN MISSION IN MORAVIA

The presence of the acephali priests in the then Serbia testifies about good links that it
had with other countries under the spiritual authority of the Roman Church at that time,
and its involvement in religious affairs of Western Europe, as the acephali priests were well
known and very widespread phenomenon throughout the Early Medieval Western Europe.'°
Although at first glance it instigates such a notion, the presence of the acephali priests in the
then Serbia does not mean at once that at that time there was no episcopal organization in the
country. In Western Europe these acephali operated in the territory with the ancient and much
developed episcopal organization.

The mere presence of the acephali in the then Serbia was not the main reason why the Pope
addressed a letter to Mutimir. It was just an excuse to Pope to command the Serbian Prince
to submit to the spiritual jurisdiction of the new Pannonian Bishop Methodius, presenting
it as a necessary disciplinary measure, due to the presence of the acephali in the country,
their illegal occupation of church offices, and thus caused wicked acts against God's rules.
Pope’s intention was primarily to expand the territory under the jurisdiction of the Bishop
Methodius, as the bull of his predecessor Hadrian II Gloria in excelsis Deo of 870 confined
it to the territories ruled by the Prince of the Pannonian Slavs Kocelj and Moravian Princes
Rastislav and Svetopluk."

Letter to the Serbian Prince Mutimir is one of the few letters that Pope sent to a series
of rulers and church dignitaries with the political and ecclesiastical influence in Pannonia
in May 873, in order to liberate Methodius from his two and a half years long captivity in
Swabia and return him to his position as Bishop of Pannonia, to which he was ordained by
Pope Hadrian in 870. Letters were sent to the East Frankish King Louis the German, then to
his son, the Bavarian King Carloman and to the Southern German Bishops who had claims
to spiritual authority over Pannonia and who deprived Methodius of his chair and held him
captive — Adalwin of Salzburg, Hermeric of Passau and Anno of Freizing, as well as to the
Pannonian Prince Kocelj.!?

At first glance, it is not clear how the Serbian Prince Mutimir fits into the whole picture
and what is his place in the Pope’s endeavor. The answer to this question lies within the lines
of the Pope’s letter addressed on the same occasion to Bishop Paul of Ancona, who was ap-
pointed by the Pope as his legate in the entire case surrounding Metodius’ release and return

10 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 279-280.

11 Zywoty Konstantyna i Metodego (obszerne), ed. T. Lehr-Sptawifiski, Poznaf 1959, M VIII, 109. On
the territory under the jurisdiction of bishop Methodius, cf. . Bubalo, K. Mitrovié¢, R. Radié, Jurisdikcija
Katolicke crkve u Sremu, Beograd 2010, 32-35.

12 Johannis VIII epp., 280.18-286.36.
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to the Diocese, and by whom he sent all the other above-mentioned letters, including that to
Mutimir. In the letter to Paul, the Pope points out that the Apostolic See in the days of old
used to perform the consecrations, appointments and overthrows not only in Italy and certain
provinces of the West, but also within the overall boundaries of Illyricum."® These words
reflect the Pope’s intention to extend the jurisdiction of Methodius’ Episcopal See, which
originally encompassed Pannonia and Moravia, to the parts of Illyricum, where Mutimir’s
Serbia was located. The Pope’s intention, which was only insinuated in the letter to Paul, got
its full expression in the letter to Mutimir, with an open command to place himself under
the spiritual jurisdiction of the new Pannonian Bishop. The formal justification for this act
the Pope found in historical reasons and because of that he reminds Mutimir to return to the
Pannonian Diocese and the pastoral care of its Bishop, following the custom of his ancestors.
Namely, the ancient Syrmium, whose Episcopal See Methodius has been occupying at least
formally, was, as the capital of the Roman Province of Pannonia Secunda and the Diocese
of Pannonia in the 4™ century, also a major ecclesiastical center of the whole of Illyricum,
until it was divided in 380 with the separation of Eastern Illyricum, with Thessalonica then
becoming its religious center.'* Calling upon Mutimir to return to the spiritual power of the
Pannonian Diocese, the Pope had in mind this distant past, and referring to the custom of his
ancestors, the Pope did not think of Mutimir’s biological ancestors, the previous Serbian
rulers, but in general of the people who in those days of old inhabited the area that in the 9
century was within the borders of Mutimir’s Serbia.

Strife for expanding the jurisdiction of the new Pannonian Bishop to the parts of Illyricum
in 873 had the very specific meaning. According to the decisions of the Council of Constan-
tinople in 870, the Roman Church lost its jurisdiction over Bulgaria and the Patriarchate of
Constantinople then carried out the organization of the church in that country based on its
own principles.”® Throughout his pontificate, between 872 and 882, Pope John VIII led an ac-
tive policy in order to restore his spiritual authority over Bulgaria.'¢ After losing Bulgaria in
870, Serbia became the easternmost area of jurisdiction of the Roman Church, and Methodi-
us’ Pannonian Diocese was Rome’s most important spiritual center in the area of Central and
Eastern Europe. Expanding Methodius’ Diocese to Serbia could help the Roman Church to
largely regain influence in the area of the ancient Illyricum that it lost by leaving Bulgaria.

From the letter of Pope John VIII to the Prince Mutimir in 873, it is clear that Serbia was

13 Johannis VIII epp., 284.8—11.

14 Cf. Bubalo, Jurisdikcija, 14-15, 21-22.

15 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 236-251.

16 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 252-260; L. Simeonova, Diplomacy of the Letter and the Cross. Photios,
Bulgaria and the Papacy, 860s-880s, Amsterdam 1998, 296-330.
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a Christian country, where existed church services and offices, where the acephali priests
operated, as well as across Western Europe at the time, a country with a long Christian tradi-
tion, in the eyes of the Pope even unbroken since the Roman times. How was it possible then
that such a country be just simply placed under the jurisdiction of a newly created Diocese?
Was not there any unit of church organization whose rights would have been violated by this
act?

The Pope was absolutely silent about such a unit. It is important to emphasize that in this,
as in other letters of May 873, Pope treated Methodius as the Pannonian Bishop, not as the
Archbishop.'” The fact that the Pope calls Mutimir to be placed under the pastoral care of the
Pannonian Bishop leads to the conclusion that in the Mutimir’s Serbia of the time there was
no local bishop. How much is this conclusion certain, as the country, as just mentioned, was
a Christian one and involved in all religious streams of Christian Europe?

There were in Europe of the 9" century known examples of the existence and activity of the
Christian church in a specific territory without any Bishop residing in it. One such case was
Pannonia itself between 796 and the inauguration of Methodius in 870, during which time
the Christian church operated in Pannonia under the spiritual authority of the Archbishop of
Salzburg, which was the reason why Archbishop Adalwin and his suffragans, the Bavarian
bishops, challenged the appointment of Methodius and kept him in captivity from 870 until
873, and thus entered into a conflict even with the Pope.'®

Obviously, the Pope intended to subdue Serbia to the Pannonian Bishopric of Methodius in
the same way as the Principality of the Pannonian Slavs and Moravia, ignoring the possible
rights of some other Diocese over it, as he ignored the rights the Archdiocese of Salzburg
had over Pannonia. However, with Serbia, it was not that simple, and, in order to carry out
his intention, the Pope had to find a formal reason in the unsettled conditions in its church
caused by the presence of acephali priests and formal justification in the ancient rights of the
Pannonian Diocese for the primacy over Illyricum, in whose territory Mutimir’s Serbia was

situated.

The outcome in the 870-ies. It is not known whether the Pope’s intentions were realized,
did the Serbian Prince act according to his will and command and returned to the pastoral
care of the Pannonian Bishop. Methodius was in 873, thanks to Pope John VIII, restored to
his episcopal position and his Episcopal See in Mosaburg on Lake Balaton, the capital of the

prince Kocelj, but soon, most probably around 875, perhaps due to Kocelj’s death, he was

17 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 335-336, n. 514; Bubalo, Jurisdikcija, 32-35.
18 Cf. Komatina, Crkvena politika, 335-337, with relevant bibliography.
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forced to go further north to Moravia, where he was warmly received by Prince Svetopluk.
Further activity of Methodius and his hard work in creating the Slavic Church would be
linked to Moravia and its capital Vi§egrad, where Methodius resided until his death in 885.%
Based on the current knowledge about relationships between Methodius’ activity in Pannonia
and Moravia between 873 and 885, and Serbia, it is not at all certain that Mutimir obeyed to
the Pope’s will and subjugated to the spiritual authority of the first Slavic Bishop.

The development of the church conditions in Serbia took a completely different direction.
In the second charter of the Emperor Basil II (976-1025) to the Archbishopric of Ochrid in
1020, there was mentioned a Bishopric of Ras in Serbia as one of the Dioceses that belonged
to the Bulgarian church during the time of Emperor Peter (927-969).%° Therefore, the reign
of this Bulgarian Emperor is a terminus ante quem for the inclusion of the Diocese of Ras
within the jurisdiction of the Bulgarian church.?! When the church in Serbia could become
part of the Bulgarian church before the mid-10* century? Having regained jurisdiction over
Bulgaria in 870 from the Roman Church, the Patriarchate of Constantinople established the
church organization in Bulgaria according to its own principles. The territory of Bulgaria
was divided into a number of Metropolitanates that were fully part of the Patriarchate, one of
them being the Metropolitanate of Morava, in the valley of the Great Morava and Danube,
in the westernmost part of the then Bulgarian state, on the border with Serbia.?> On the other
hand, after gaining ecclesiastical authority over Bulgaria in 870, the Byzantine state and
church ruling circles, led by Emperor Basil I, began to implement a policy of further territo-
rial expansion of the jurisdictional area of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. Thus, in the
decade between 870 and 880, within its borders were included, along with Bulgaria, the areas
of the Khazars and the Russians and the island of Cyprus. Using his undisputed political in-
fluence during that decade in Dalmatia and Croatia, Emperor Basil attempted to submit the
church of those countries to the Patriarchate of Constantinople as well.?® This latter attempt,

however, did not bring lasting results, as the Dalmatian and Croatian Bishops in 879 renewed

19 Cf. Komatina, Crkvena politika, 338-344, with relevant bibliography.

20 H. Gelzer, «Ungedruckte und wenig bekannte Bistlimverzeichnisse der orientalischen Kirche II», Byzan-
tinische Zeitschrift 2 (1893) 44.17-45.13.

21 1. Ravié, Crkva i driava u srpskim zemljama od XI do XIII veka, Beograd 2013 (unpublished doctoral
dissertation), 50.

22 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 241-251. The Metropolitanate of Morava was at that time headed by Metro-
politan Agathon, who was envoy of the Emperor Basil I to the court of Louis the German in 873, and took part
in the Photius’ Council of Constantinople in 879/880, P. Komatina, «Moravski episkop Agaton na Fotijevom
saboru 879/880. g.», Srpska teologija danas 2009. Prvi godiSnji simposion, Beograd 2010, 363-367; Idem,
Crkvena politika, 250-251.

23 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 303-319.
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their allegiance to the Pope of Rome.* It is really hard to believe that in the circumstances
of absolute political and spiritual domination of the Byzantine Emperor Basil I in the entire
Balkans in the period between 870 and 880, the Serbian Prince Mutimir, otherwise always
under the undisputed political authority of Constantinople, could escape the fate of stronger
binding to the Byzantine church. Is it not possible that it was then, that, by the decision of the
Emperor Basil, the Church in Serbia was linked to the Church in Bulgaria, then within the
Patriarchate of Constantinople, either by being annexed to the Metropolitanate of Morava as
its westernmost ecclesiastical unit, or in some other way? Relationships between the Serbian
prince Mutimir and the Bulgarian Prince Boris Michael were friendly at that time, so that po-
litical circumstances would not constitute an obstacle to such a step.” When, after the Coun-
cil of Constantinople in 880, the Church in Bulgaria became autocephalous in relation to the
Patriarchate of Constantinople, the Church of the Principality of Serbia become a part of it,
which it remained until 1218/1219 and the creation of the autocephalous Serbian Archbish-
opric, thanks to St. Sava.?® However, all this still remains in the domain of hypotheses. What
is certain on the basis of what has been exposed here is that Serbia became familiar with the
work of the brothers of Thessalonica, Cyril and Methodius, at all probability indirectly, via
Bulgaria, after Methodius’ disciples got there in 886, after his death, and not directly, as it
was envisioned by Pope John VIII at the time when he wrote to the Prince Mutimir in the

year 873.

24 Komatina, Crkvena politika, 318-319; P. Komatina, Dalmatian Bishops at the Council of Nicaea in 787
and the status of the Dalmatian Church in the 8" and 9" centuries, The Treaty of Aachen, AD 812: The Ori-
gins and Impact on the Region between the Adriatic, Central, and Southeastern Europe, Zagreb — Zadar (in
print), with relevant bibliography. Cf. also, Zivkovi¢, «On the Baptism», 4143,

25 According to De administrando imperio 1, § 32.38—65, two wars were waged between Serbia and Bulgaria
in the mid-9™ century. Then peace was established and afterwards, during an internal strife, the Serbian Prince
Mutimir exiled his two brothers, Strojimir and Gojnik, to Bulgaria, where at that time Boris Michael was rul-
ing. Cf. T. Zivkovié, Portreti srpskih vladara (IX-XII vek), Beograd 2006, 24-26.

26 Ravié, Crkva i drZava, 243-254.
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