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RUSSIAN MENTAL VERBS AS A SEMANTIC CLASS**

The subject of this article is subcategorization of Russian mental verbs
(verbs of knowledge, understanding and thinking) considering information
encoded in their form and structure about the mental (intellectual) functions
and time schemata, i.e. taking into account such characteristics as continu-
ity and limitations. The author refers to the extensive literature on this su-
bject, above all, the publications of Russian researchers, such as L. M. Va-
siliev, G. A. Zolotova, N. J. Shvedova et al., and also presents an analysis of
the collected empirical material (543 units of modern Russian language).
The conclusions concern the division of verbs into semantic classes as well
as the degree of representation of each class.

Keywords: lexis, lexical semantics, mental verbs, semantic subcatego-
rization, polysemy.

1. Introduction

Verbs, like various other speech parts, represent a fragment of the
lexical language system where (at different levels) numerous types of

* akiklewicz@gmail.com

** The article presented has been prepared as part of a scientific research project
“Syntactic Properties of Verbs as the Basis for their Integrated Lexicographic
Description (in View of the Comparison of Polish, Bulgarian and Russian languages)”
granted for the years 2014-2017 by the National Science Centre in Poland (Grant No.:
2013/11/B/HS2/03116).
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categorizations take place. This includes ones based on the kind of infor-
mation encoded in the lexical (mental) meaning of words. Investigating
verbs in this respect is based on a linguistic tradition which originates to
a certain degree from the theory of a semantic field and the thesaurus
method. There are many publications in the area of Russian Studies de-
dicated to lexical semantic classes (cf. Russian zexcuxo-cemanmuuecxue
epynnst), including ones encompassing verbs. The monographs worth
mentioning include: BABENKO 2002; KARAULOV 1976; 1981; KUZNETSO-
VA 1980; 1982; 1983; 1988; 1989; PLoTNIKOV 1979; 1984; STEPANOV
1982; SELIVERSTOVA 1982; SHVEDOVA 1983; VASILIEV 1971; 1981; 1990
et al.

There are different criteria for division of verbs into semantic gro-
ups. A leading Russian expert in that field, L. M. Vasiliev (1990: 119),
wrote that one of the criteria is dominant elements of the meanings, set
apart on the basis of lexical paradigms. According to this criterion, Va-
siliev divided all Russian predicators (first verbs and adjectives) into
two classes: the names of actions (cs. Russian axyuonanvusie) and the
names of states (cs. Russian 6simuiinsie), and from among the second
class isolated nine types. According to a different criterion: the most ab-
stract core elements (with a identifying function), Vasiliev divided words
and expressions with predicative meaning into the following onomasi-
ological classes: existential, relative, qualitative, assessing, state, loca-
tive, action, process and functional ones.

Using the third criterion, syntagmatic elements (set apart on the basis
of sentence schemata founded on lexical predicators), Vasiliev describes
subjective, bi-subjective, causative, assessing classes and more.

The author admits that all the three classes overlap to a large extent
(VASILIEV 1990: 119), which might prove interrelations between different
aspects of a lexical meaning and other different types of meaning (see
also: BABENKO 2002: 15). On the other hand, it makes the situation dif-
ficult as it is not clear which type of classification should be considered
the statutory one, i.e. reflecting identity of classified units.

G. A. Zolotova, N. K. Onipenko and M. Y. Sidorova are authors of
a model of functional and communication syntax widely recognized in
Russian linguistics (1998). Whilst, considering a multifaceted nature of
a lexical meaning, these authors create a semantic classification based on
a set of criteria — such as category semantics of a verb, its grammar
characteristics, valency (e.g. nature of a connoted subject) and a syntac-
tic function, which participates in processes of generating syntactic
structures.
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2. Mental verbs: problem of characteristic properties

One of the classes among autosemantic names of action are mental
verbs (Rus. menmanvuvle enaconvl / enaconvt unmeniekmyanibHou oesi-
menvrocmu)'. The separation of verbs of this kind may seem obvious
from a practical point of view, and because of the existence of prototypical
items: 3nams, noHUMAamMb, OyMams, peuams, paccyrcoams, CHumams
etc., as presented by M. Danielewiczowa (2002). However, it is easier
to determine distinctive features of elements inside the class than to po-
int to the so-called archiseme, i.e. a semantic element shared by all the
words belonging to a given class. Danielewiczowa describes mental/epi-
stemic verbs as objects that refer to the states, processes and operations
located in the mind of man (2002: 21). She specifies her standpoint as
follows: all verbs referring to states of mind are semantically founded on
the notion of knowledge (ibidem: 14). For this reason one can have so-
me reservations. First of all, it needs stressing that epistemic states do not
include all the functions of higher brain activity of a human — Daniele-
wiczowa herself writes not only about states but also about processes,
events and actions “located” in the mind. Although in the case of deno-
minations of epistemic states, knowledge is a central, or at least an as-
sertive semantic component, the semantic structure of verbs of thinking,
understanding, comparing, identifying, deciding, contemplation etc. is
configured in a different way: a component [to know] has a status of
presupposition or implication, and sometimes its presence is not too ob-
vious.

Danielewiczowa defines the verb przypuszczaé (‘assume’) as fol-
lows (ibidem: 331):

a przypuszcza, ze p

[T]a

[TD] that (i) knows about himself that he does not know if p occurs,

(i1) is ready to say that if p, then someone who does not know
everything can know that p,

[R] is ready to say that he does not know anything so that he is not ready to say
that p

From a strictly linguistic, operational point of view this definition is
acceptable since it allows for identification of a given unit in a seman-
tic respect (thus, linguistic descriptions of this kind are useful in pro-
grams for automated text processing). However, from the point of view
of linguistic competence it is questionable if the mental condition of a

I See an overview of Russian publications about mental verbs: TROPININA 1984,
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presupposition actually assumes awareness of ignorance. Such an inter-
pretation is correct when a verb is in the theme position:

(1) Mozemy tylko przypuszczad, ze jest to wierzchotek gory lodowej. = “We are
aware we do not know it is a tip of the iceberg’

However, in most cases, when it comes to a presupposition, an ele-
ment of uncertainty regarding authenticity of a subjective conviction co-
mes to the fore. Let us consider the sentence:

(2) Przypuszczam, ze bedzie narastal opor przeciwko niektorym decyzjom kie-
rownictwa. = ‘1 suppose that there will be an intensification of the resistan-
ce against certain decisions of the management’

There is no reason to think that the speaker is aware of his ignorance,
which is a lack of real and justified convictions regarding the increasing
opposition to the management. It is more about the fact that the speaker
is aware of this state of affairs and at the same time, he is not sure his
conviction is real.

“Being aware” is undoubtedly a more basic semantic component
than “knowledge” — and this is another reason to question a basic sta-
tus of this descriptor (‘knowledge’) in the field of mental verbs. Altho-
ugh A. Wierzbicka (2010: 66 ff.) includes wiedzie¢ (‘to know’) in the
class of universal concepts, she treats other mental verbs in the same
way: myslec¢ (‘think’), chcie¢ (‘want’) and czu¢ (‘feel’). Therefore, it can
be concluded that wiedzie¢ (‘to know’) does not perform the function
of a universal descriptor, encoded in the meaning of all the designations
of mental states, actions/processes and events. Lexicographic practice
suggests the same, in particular the research conducted by the Y. D.
Apresyan team and especially their dictionaries (2004; 2014). Thus, a
definition of verb 6oobpascams ‘imagine’ in both dictionaries is: ‘to ke-
ep in mind the image of a specific object or situation when this object or
this situation is not perceived by the senses’ (APRESYAN 2004: 135; 2014:
244). As we can see, the definition does not include a reference to know-
ledge — a core element is predicate uvems 6 coznanuu ‘make aware, pre-
sent, keep in mind’. A different Russian verb cuumams ‘think, suppose,
be convinced’ is described as a concept which should be considered se-
mantically elemental (APRESYAN 2004: 1129), so it is not in the category
of knowledge.

It cannot be ignored that in the semantic tradition based on formal
logic, knowledge is explained by reference to other, more elemental con-
cepts, which mainly are: truth and conviction (which is mentioned by
Danielewiczowa herself, see 2002, 73). Knowledge is considered “a ju-
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stified real conviction” (WOLENSKI 2007: 367 ff.). J. Wolenski (ibidem:
369) states that the component [conviction] is so important that it allows
us to distinguish, on one hand, knowledge (‘x is convinced that p’) and,
on the other hand, presupposition, judgment, opinion etc. (‘x is not con-
vinced that p’).

Verbs 3namo ‘to know’ and dymams ‘to think’ are also considered se-
mantically derivative in the model of a universal semantic code by the
outstanding V. V. Martynov (1977). The model, which is not unfortuna-
tely well-known among Polish linguists, assumes a basic semantic (sen-
tence) structure based on the configuration of three concepts: subject
(S), action (4) and object (O). The basic structure SAO is expanded by
using one’s own and others’ means which are quantification, deictic,
modal or other modifiers. Thus, Martynov (1977: 148) defines 3namuw by
making reference to such semantic components as [agent], [indicator]
and [information];

snamo (X 3naem 06 Y-e)
The agent by inalienable indicator has information about something.

The verb oymams is interpreted on the basis of other semantic com-
ponents: [agent], [effector], [activity]:

oymamoy, MblCIum», cuumams, noiazams (X oymaem)
The agent functions through the informational effector.

The verb xomems ‘want’ is defined in the following way:

xomemu, cmpemumscsi (X xouem Oeticmeosams)
The agent does so by the effect of a fascinating effector, as he is intended to do.

Of course, Martynov’s definitions might justifiably seem (especi-
ally in today’s poststructuralist times) too egotistic: a universal semantic
code is a model, deliberately constructed for the purpose of computational
linguistics (or engineering linguistics as it was referred to in 1960s-70s)
and it does not really adhere to a “naive” linguistic competence. Howe-
ver, experiments by the Belarusian researcher are interesting as an exam-
ple of segmentation of conceptual categories considered indivisible by
other researchers.

3. Subcategorization of mental verbs

Mental verbs as a semantic class are not homogeneous — due to the
nature of the conceptual information they represent several groups at a
lower level of categorization. They can be divided according to two cri-
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teria: 1) The nature of the mental function (as a basic area of significa-
tion) and 2) the time schemata, i.e. a type of activity (4ktionsart).

Vasiliev (1981: 124) divides all verbs of intellectual activity into
three categories: 1) mental verbs; 2) verbs of knowledge and 3) verbs of
memory. In the group of mental verbs the Russian researcher differen-
tiates between 1) the names of thinking processes, and 2) the results of
thinking processes. The verbs in the first group denote intentional targe-
ted actions, or unintentional untargeted actions. Using the inductive met-
hod (i.e. generalizing observations over the semantic content of mental
verbs), Vasiliev distinguishes the following subclasses within verbal na-
mes of targeted actions: 1) the names of thinking processes; 2) the na-
mes of shaping thoughts; 3) the names of processes of creating anything
(“external objects”) by thinking, imagination, reflection etc.

Within verbs denoting results of thinking operations, Vasiliev distin-
guishes the names which are founded on the following core components:
1) to present; 2) to consider ; 3) to decide; 4) to believe; 5) to understand;
6) to be wrong. One may wonder why knowledge is not considered a
result of a thinking activity and to what extent such an outcome occurs
in the case of faith, but on the other hand, one should not have any illu-
sions that any classification in such a large group of units as mental verbs
may be fully coherent and complete.

In the dictionary “Russian Verbal Sentences” (BABENKO 2002), ten
types of verb predicates belonging to the semantic group of “intellec-
tual activity” were distinguished?. Each type is founded on a specific
function of the mind, namely: 1) perception; 2) understanding; 3) know-
ledge; 4) thinking; 5) comparison; 6) selection; 7) decision; 8) assump-
tion/imagination; 9) determination; 10) checking. Based on this classi-
fication, R. N. Gudnov (2013: 16) offers a configuration with a division
into three areas: central and inner and outer peripheral, depending on
the degree of typicality of information about intellectual activity. The
author presents the semantic field of mental verbs as a radial structure.

2 The authors of “the Dictionary” take into account the principles of hierarchical organi-
zation of vocabulary, distinguishing three levels: semantic fields (such as activity, existence,
relation etc.), semantic groups (such as activity, movement, physical impact on the object, in-
tellectual activity, linguistic activity, social activity, etc.), semantic subgroups (such as knowled-
ge, cognition, thinking, and checking etc. within the names of intellectual activity) (BABENKO
2002: 25).
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Figure 1. Radial structure of mental verbs

Another basis for the classification of mental verbs is time schema-
ta. This is based on such semantic components as [continuity] and
[event] (see: KAROLAK 2001: 463 ff.). Danielewiczowa (2002: 26 ff) di-
vides all mental verbs into three categories: 1) events; 2) activities and
3) epistemic states. Furthermore, she states that mental events can be
dependent (as it is the case with verbs wymysli¢ ‘imagine’, przeanalizo-
wac ‘analyze’, skoncentrowac sie ‘focus’) or independent (as with verbs
domysli¢ sie ‘guess’, przywykngc ‘get accustomed’, uwierzyc¢ ‘believe’)
on actions of an epistemic subject. However, it seems there is also anot-
her opposition — due to time schemata. It is about distinguishing imme-
diate events and the ones that close an action or process within a certain
period of time. Among other things, this distinction is present in Z. Ven-
dler’s (1957/1967; 1987) classification of verbs considering time sche-
mata’®. Vendler and then, A. P. D. Mourelatos (1978) divided verbs into
four classes:

3 See an overview of logic and semantic publications in this area: SHAPCHIC 2009.
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. states (habitual, stable), e.g.: 3ramo, nomnums, nonumamo

. activities/processes/operations (telic), e.g.: dymams, pewams,
pasmeluiiams*

3. achievements (resultative), €.g.: Hayuumocs, no3Hams, GbIACHUMD

4. accomplishments (immediate), e.g.: docadamwcs, y3uameo, 830y-

mamp’

N —

As can be seen, this classification adheres mostly to the description
of mental verbs since it involves a representative and optimized divi-
sion of words into aspectual classes — neither too general (as it is in the
case of a grammatical category of an aspect) nor too detailed (as in the
case of so-called Aktionsarten).

N. S. Matveyeva (2011: 130 ft.) takes into account a set of features
in the classification of modal verbs: 1) meaning of a grammatical aspect;
2) presence of an aspectual pair; 3) meaning of continuity; 4) connecti-
vity with adverbials of duration period; 5) connectivity with adverbials
of duration; 6) connectivity with adverbials of purpose. Implementing
these criteria, the Russian researcher distinguished four classes of mental
verbs: 1) state (6epums, 3Hams, nonacams, comnegamucs etc.); 2) names
of activities and unlimited processes (eadams, pazmvluiiame, panmasu-
posams, dymamucsa etc.); 3) names of limited activities and processes
(uzywamo — uzyuums, 8v16edamov — 8b18€ObIBANb, OM2A0AMb — OM2AObl-
samy etc.); 4) names of activities stressing a result and event (cuexnymes,
NPeononoHCUMb, HANOMHUMb, 3a0bIMb, OUUOUMbCA etc.).

It can be established that Matveyeva’s classification replicates the
Vendler — Mourelatos classification to a large extent, providing more
complex justification of the division, especially when it comes to the
syntactic connectivity of verbs®. On the other hand, one may debate if di-
stinguishing the second class is reasonable. Mental processes lead to
certain results, anyway. For instance, in Russian language practice the-
re is a conventionalized collocation:

4 Most of them are imperfective verbs, although there are occasional examples of imper-
fective delimitative verbs, that is the ones referring to activities/operations in a certain period of
time but not necessarily completed, e.g. Russian nodymame (kaxoe-mo epems), npomeoumupo-
samvb (Kakoe-mo epems), npomeumams (Kaxoe-mo epems) etc.

3> P. A. Shapchic (2009: 167) notes that the Vandler — Mourelatos model cannot be consi-
dered a classification of verbs since the same lexical unit having the same conceptual meaning
can represent two or even more aspectual schemata, for example this is the case with aspectual
pairs like Russian 6oobpasicams // soobpazume.

6 Vendler (1987: 310) who had already noted a syntactic criterion in the classification of
mental predicates, namely, connectivity with adverbials.
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(3) pasmoviwnan u npuwen x 8v1800y, umo... ‘He has been thinking, and came to
the conclusion that...’

In this case, a process of consideration leads to a conclusion. It is not
a coincidence that the verbs listed by Matveyeva (representing the se-
cond class) can have a form of prefixal (delimitative) derivatives: pa3z-
MBIULTIAMb — NOPA3MBIULTAMb, PAHMAZUPOBAMb — NOPAHMAZUPOBATD,
1.e. although they do not indicate a limit of a process they assume it is
possible.

Matveyeva analyzed 380 units belonging to the category of mental
verbs, specifying the representativeness of each of the distinguished se-
mantic classes. The author’s calculations show that most verbs, 52%,
fall into the fourth class. In particular, there are many verbal names of
activities stressing the result — 36%. Therefore, according to her, the fact
these specific taxonomic categories were the most frequent among men-
tal verbs, generates the hypothesis that the majority of mental operations
are thought to occur suddenly, abruptly and/or unevenly (MATVEYEVA
2011: 132).

Due to their representativeness, verbal names of limited actions and
processes come second — their share is 23% of units. Other groups are
less representative: there are 56 units (15%) in the first group and 39
units (10%) in the second group.

Taking into account two criteria: mental function and time schema-
ta (based on Vendler’s classification), about a dozen classes of Russian
mental verbs can be distinguished.
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Table 1. Classification of mental verbs according to a psychological
function’ and time schemata

ASPECTUAL CLASS
ACTIVITY
THEMATIC
CLASS STATE EVENT
PROCESS/
OPERATION | ATTAINMENT ACCOM-
PLISHMENT
1. knowledge, 3Hamb, 8bIYUUBATNDCA, NOHAMY, oozadamucsl,
cognition NOMHUM®, y3Hasamo, BbLYUUMBCS, 0CO3HAMb,
NnOHUMAMb, nosuasamo, Hayuumocs, CMEKHYmb,
sudemo, 3y6pumo, 3ANOMHUMDb, o3apume
ocosHasamo 3abvi6amo V3HAM®b,
nosHamo,
6b13Y0pUmMb
2. thinking dymams, dooymamucs, nooymamao
MbLCUMD, HABbIOYMbLEAMD,
BbISICHSIMD, BbISICHUND,
paccyscoams, coobpazums
coobpascamy,
cobupamucs
3. comparison | pazuuams, cpasHusams, cpasHumb, nomewams,
accoyuupoganms | CONOCMAgsimy, | CONOCMAgUmMs, | npeonoyecns
pasnuyamso pasiuyume,
0MOXCOeCmenams
4. selection 6b10Upamv, 6vb10pamy,
ombupamso omobpamao
5. solution pewams, pewums, omeaoams
cymmuposams, | CyMmuposamo,
MHOJICUMD, VMHOIICUMb,
COYUHAMD COUUHUMD
6. opinion nonazamo, 8030MHUMD,
cyoumo, nocuumams,
cuumamo, npeononodicums,
8epumy, MHUMDb, nogepumo
npeonoyumams
7. belief npeocmagnsimo, | CHeKyIuposams npeocmagums,
6006pasicamy, 6006pazums,
2pe3umsp npuepe3umscsi,
npusudemvcs

7 The classification according to a mental function is based on Babenko’s dictionary,
although there have been some changes in this respect, for example verbal names of interest and
planning were introduced.



Russian Mental Verbs as a Semantic Class

17

ASPECTUAL CLASS
ACTIVITY
THEMATIC
CLASS EVENT
STATE PROCESS/
OPERATION ACCOM-
ATTAINMENT PLISHMENT
8. determination | akyenmuposamo, | cnexynuposams npedcmasumo,
HeOooYyeHUBAMD, 60006paszumy,
oyenusamo npuepesumncsi,
npusudemvcs
9. verification npogepsimo, npogepums,
YmouHsme VMOouHUms
10. interest UHmMEpecosamvcsl, | 3aHUMamuvcs 3aHAMbCS 3aunmepeco-
UHMPU208aMmMs 6ambcs,
3aUHMPU208aMb
11. planning npedsudems NIAHUPOBAMb, 3an1aHuposams, | HA0yMamo,
NPOCHO3UPOsamy, | 3a0yMams 630ymamo,
dymams, pewiums (ymo-mo
3a0ymbi8ams coenams)

4. The quantitative characteristics of subcategories

As a part of a scientific and research project (see footnote 1) 543
Russian mental verbs were analyzed with respect to semantics, inclu-
ding units (reflective verbs) which are the basis for the construction of
a pseudo-subjective diathesis (with an object of a mental action / men-
tal state in dative, e.g. epesumbcs Komy-a., 8Udemvbcsi KOMy-J., Rpeocma-
871AMbCsL KOMY-I., Oymambvcsi kKomy-. etc.). Due to the fact that verbs we-
re examined, inter alia, in terms of time schemata, elements of aspectual
pairs (y3Hagams — y3HaMb, HAMEPEBAMbCI — HAMEPUMbCS, 00BACHAMD
— obvacnumy etc.) were considered separate units of description. The
table below includes quantitative data on the number of verbs that repre-
sent each semantic class.
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Table 2. Quantitative representation of semantic classes of mental verbs

ASPECTUAL CLASS
THEMATIC ACTIVITY TotAL| o
CLASS EVENT
STATE | pROCESS/
OPERATION | ATTAINMENT Plﬁggﬁgﬁ
iégﬁﬁgf‘ige’ 26 54 58 24 162 {296
2. thinking 0 66 57 6 133 | 243
3. comparison 9 8 7 8 32 5.9
4. selection 0 3 3 0 6 1.1
5. solution 0 20 28 3 51 9.3
6. opinion 33 0 0 19 52 9.5
7. belief 16 4 0 13 33 6.0
8. determination 4 8 10 4 26 4.8
9. verification 0 2 2 0 4 0.7
10. interest 8 2 2 2 14 2.6
11. planning 4 14 14 2 34 6.2

The data shows that in terms of representativeness, the size of the di-
stinguished classes of verbs is very diverse. Our data to some extent con-
firm Matveyeva’s data: among mental verbs events are generally dominant
and they account for over 48% (in Matveyeva’s study — 52%). Processes
and operations come second — 33.5% of the units. This figure is twice the
number of names of accomplishments (14.8%). Accomplishments in
terms of numbers are also superseded by states (18.2%), which gene-
rally indicates that the feature of semantic continuity is more characte-
ristic of mental/intellectual functions than a feature of happening: the
sphere of mental activity is verbalized mostly in terms of its duration,
and mental events have their “history” — they are prepared, created in the
course of operations and processes.

Considering the mental function encoded in a lexical meaning, two
thematic groups stand out: knowledge and cognition —29.6% and thinking
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— 24.3%. These are names that in the most general and least specified
way mean the possession of information (ocozrnasams, nonumamas, 3Hams)
and generation of information (dymamy), and thus, they are considered
the center of the category of mentality. Units of other classes are more
or less semantically specified, i.e. they contain a number of additional se-
mantic elements. For example, in Babenko’s “Dictionary” pewams is
interpreted as a verb derived from oymams, paccyscoams: ‘one comes
to a conclusion after his reflection, deliberation’ (BABENKO 2002: 181).
The semantics of thinking is further encoded in the meaning of verbal
names of specification, selection, comparison and planning.

In terms of numbers, and with a big gap compared to the first two
classes, there are verbs denoting an opinion — 9.5% and solution — 9.3%.
They are sorts of “clones” of verbs of knowledge and cognition as well
as verbs of thinking, except that the latter two semantic groups are mo-
re marked and specified.

Smaller semantic groups can be assigned to another rank: planning
— 6.2%, imagination — 6.0% comparison — 5.9%, specification — 4.8%.
At the fourth level, in terms of numbers, there are three other semantic
groups: interest — 2.6%, selection — 1.1%, verification — 0.7%. Moreo-
ver, it does not mean that individual units representing these classes are
marginal from the point of view of linguistic behavior. According to
“Frequency Dictionary of Russian” (ZASORINA 1977), the verbs included
in the three classes are not uncommonly used — see general frequency
and ranks:

(4) ummepecosams 40 (3066)
(5) ummepecosamucs 32 (3554)
(6) sviopams 52 (2428)

(7) evroupams 57 (2266)

(8) mposepsimo 52 (2428)

(9) nposepums 60 (1110)

In terms of frequency of use in linguistic practice, the mentioned
words are more functional than elements belonging to bigger classes,
e.g. general frequency of some verbs of thinking and opinion/judgment:
muicaums — 30, cooopasxcams — 21, mnums — 6. The count of the thematic
group brings information that cannot be over-interpreted. First of all, it is
about mental function specification as regards complexity of the objec-
tive state of things and nature of human categorization, while frequency
in the use of the language reflects a more communicative, interactive
aspect of the meaning.
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5. Polysemy of mental verbs

A phenomenon that especially needs to be discussed is polysemy
present in the scope of mental verbs (much more noticeable than in verbs
of feeling). As seen from the analysis of the source material, processes
of semantic derivation are quite varied. The first and most representati-
ve one is a type of polysemy where the change of a lexical meaning do-
es not result in the change of a thematic class. For example, this is the
case with the verb abcmpacuposams, which has three meanings that be-
long to the class of thinking processes/operations:

(10) abcmpazuposamy; ‘present something in a general, abstract way’, e.g.: pa-

mamype a6cmpa2up06aﬂ CMbICJl nbecsl.

(11) abcmpazuposamu, ‘abstract, leave something out of account’, e.g.: On ab-

cmpazupyem om OaHAIbHOCMU YMUX EbICKA3bIEAHUIL.

(12) abcmpazuposamu; ‘consider something separately from anything, not con-
nect something with anything’, e.g.: On abcmpacupyem osudicernue monexyn
om 0asneHus 6030yXa.

As one can see, the difference of meanings can also be a situation
where valency of a verb determines a sentence structure with two (a6-
cmpazupoeams ; and abecmpazupoeams ) or three arguments (abcmpa-
eupoeéams 3). In the material analyzed, fourteen instances of polysemy of
this type were noted.

Table 3. Polysemy of mental verbs belonging to the same thematic class

THEMATIC
1. MEANING 2. MEANING
CLASS
6epumo 6epumu opinion
Kuxmenko eepum, umo meppopucmog|Mul 00 nocnednezo kaopa eepum 6
MOJICHO cOenamy bonee Tonausyo.
MUponioougbiMu.
BOCHPUHUMAMb |, 60CHPUHAMNb | B0CHPUHUMATIDG ), 6OCIPUHAMD knowledge
OH nnoxo gocnpurumaem mo, ymo To, umo npoucxooum 8 4acmHom and cognition
nPOUCXO0UN 8 HAYUOHATLHOU cekmope, OH BOCHPUHUMAEM KAK
obopone. Hauano Kpusuca.
o0edyyuposams 0edyyuposama thinking
On 0edyyupyem payuoHanbHo e2o U3 nousimus camoouesuonocmu
OMHOWEHUEe K MUD). bvimus gunocogd oedyyupyem
OCHOBHbIE UOeU.
3aKAI0YAMb |, 3AKAIOUUMb | 3aKAI0UAMb ), 3AKTIOUUMNb ) thinking
O 3aK1104UI, YMO PEnuKa H3 mozo, kak on cebsl e, 5
npeoHasHavena Oist BAKTIOYUT, YMO MONOOOU YeN0BeK —
MeAHCOYHAPOOHO20 pACIPOCMpPaHeHUs. | Ovleuiuil oghuyep.
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Koe-kmo, npasoa, uz cmapoti
26apouu ¢ 2pexom nonoLam

THEMATIC
1. MEANING 2. MEANING CLASS
Kraccuguyuposams Kaaccuguyuposams determination
Onu knaccuguyupyem cryyau B. K. Babaes knaccugpuyupyem
3abonesanus. npagosvie npe3ymMuyul Ha
00U enpasogvle, Mexcompaciesvle u
ompacegvie.
nepeyuusamsCs;, nepeyyumoCs nepeyuuBamsCsl,, Nepeyyumopcs, knowledge

— Ilepeyuuncs, — maxuyna pykou Ha
eHyKka babywra Mampena Heanosna.

and cognition

On coseputento no3abwuléal 8cé, umo
MOICHO.

nepeyuuacs.
noeepums noeepunv opinion

A cnauana ne nogepuna daoice, umo | Mol nosepum é pasym uenosexa.

OH UX YMONUL.

nozabvieams nozabvieams, knowledge

Ceou 0oneu nozabvisaem, a Yyxcou
Q0JIJHCOK He no3adyoem.

and cognition

On mpaxmyem, umo 30ecb
sampazusaemcsa Koncmumyyus.

nopewams | nopewams solution
Mut nocuoum, nopewaem 3adauu. Onu nopewanu 6ce 60npocei.
APUHUMATNG |, NPUHATND | NPUHUMAMb2, NPUHAMD2 opinion
Mot npunumaem, yumo g =0. Camyro neuans e2o npuHumMany 3a

Henoumenue.
COUUHAMD §, COUUHUND | COUUHAMY 5, COUUHUMb » solution
Hunxa couununa, umo scueem y On coyunun cumgonuio.
noopyeu.
MpaKkmosams Mpaxkmogams , knowledge

B aomunucmpayuu Ipumopva maxoe
peuierie mpakmyiom Kax
€60€00pa3Hblll omeem npe3udenma
Ha HedaeHee NUCbMO KPAEeGblX
enacmeil.

and cognition

V3HABAMb |, YIHAMY |
OH y3nan o peuienuu.

V3Haeamvy, y3HamMb
A ysuan 2onoc opysicouxa.

knowledge
and cognition

There is also another kind of semantic derivation, when there is a
more radical change: in the new meaning the word represents a different
thematic class. For example, the verb nepedymsieamuv/nepedymams on
one hand is used as a name of a thinking process meaning ‘think about
everything or think about many things’ (YEVGENEVA 1984: 62). This ca-
se could be classified as a distributive type of action (see CZOCHRALSKI
1975: 22). For example, the verb with this meaning is used in the follo-

wing sentences:

(13) Mot mHO20 nepedymanu 0 mom, ymo ObLIO 8 RPOULIOM.
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(14) A 060 écem nepedyman.

(15) O uem monwvxo on nHe nepedyman!

On the other hand, this verb is also used with a different meaning re-
presenting a class of denominations of planning and resultative types of
activities (the meaning is ‘again change its intention, decision’). Each
meaning has its formal reflections. Firstly, the verb in the distributive
meaning allows for the construction of a pseudo-subjective diathesis, that
is in a reflexive form, the mental subject is in the dative in this case:

(16) O mHo2om nepedymanoce 30ecv 3a Smu MecAYbl.

(17) Ymo monvko He npedcmasuiocs u He nepedymMaiocs MHe 3a 9mo spems!

(18) Mnoeoe nepedymanocs 8 amu 4acvl HANPAHCEHHO2O HEPEHO20 8030YIHCOEHUS.

Secondly, in the resultative meaning the verb (in presence of an ex-
ponent of a mental subject) is realized in the construction with the infi-
nitive, not permitting other forms of grammaticalization of the base pro-
positional and semantic structure:

(19) Ow nepeoyman yxooumo.

(20) On 6ecnosopommo nepedyman 1azumo 6 080POGbLIL JIOK.

(21) Aumownuna Huxonaesna nepedymana exams K cecmpe.

Instances of polysemy of the latter type are presented in the table
below.

Table 4. Polysemy of mental verbs belonging to the same thematic class

THEMATIC THEMATIC
1. MEANING CLASS 2. MEANING CLASS

oymama thinking oymamu planning
Tpenep oymaem, Kax Tpenep oymaem, Kkax
nocmynums ¢ Heanogwim. nocmynums ¢ Heanogwim.
3a0b186amb ;, 3a0b1Mb | knowledge, |3abwisame,, 3a661ms, thinking
On 3a6b111, umo xomern cognition Ilepesxcusan s ommozo, ymo He
cKazame. Mo2 3a061mb Anny

I pucopveshy.
3a0ymeieamuvcs;, 3a0ymamucs; |thinking 3a0ymbl8amuvcsl,, 3a0ymamucs, (planning
A 3a0ymanca: umo o0vl maxoe Iywikuny 3a0ymanoce
cKazamoy? NPUBOTIOKHYMbCA 34 HCEHOU

Kapamsuna.
uoenmuguyuposama comparison |udenmu@uyuposams, knowledge,
OHna udenmughuyupyem smu A uoenmugpuyuposan Bac no |cognition
BHeUIHUe CYUHOCIL. UMEIOWUMCS OAHHBIM.




Russian Mental Verbs as a Semantic Class

23

THEMATIC THEMATIC
1. MEANING 2. MEANING
CLASS CLASS

nepecuumvi6ams |, solution nepecuumvleantbv, determination
nepecyumams nepecuumanms
Tueunko nepecuumar, CKOIbKO Mot nepecuumanu céou cunbl.
Y K020 AXM, MAUWUH, OOMOB.
nOOYMbIBAMb ;, NOOYMAMb | thinking noOyMbl6ams, NOOYManmb planning
Tenepw 5 nodyman, umo, OH nodymwiean cxooums &
Mooicem, 5 ObLI HENpas. MeOdcanbam, nOnpocCUmb Masw

OMm K3eMbl.
NOHUMAMb j, NOHAMb | knowledge, |nonumame,, nonamo, opinion
A nonumaro, umo coenanoce cognition JIt0606b oH noHUMaem Kaxk mo,
moeoa co MHO. umo oaem yenoeexy

npesocxo0cmeo.
npeonovumamy ;, npeonouecmy; |opinion npeonoYumams ,, npeonouecms, |comparison
On npednouumaem monuame. Kypenuio onu npeonouumarom

AKMUGHbIU OMOBIX.
npU3HABAMb j, NPUIHAMNb | opinion NPpU3HABAMb 5, NPUSHANb knowledge,
On npusnaem neobxooumocno On cpazy npusnan, ymo smo  |cognition
pazeumus HOM®. OvL1 2pex.
pasdymuvieams , pazoymams;  |thinking pasoymuvleams,, pazoymams, |planning
Ipasumenvcmeo pasoymui- Typves obudenca u pazdyman
eaem Hao co30anuem Hayuo- HAC npoBoHCAM® ...
HAbHO20 pe3epea Hegmu.
paccuumvisams ;, paccuumams; |solution paccuumuvieams ,, paccuumanms, |opinion
OHu paccuumuléarom, cKOIbKO OHu paccuumuviearom Ha
HYJHCHO OCmMasums Qepmepy npeoocmasnenue OMcpoOUKU
Oenee, umobvl on He ymep. UIU paccpouKu.
pewams ;, pewums solution peuiams,, pewuns thinking
YVuenux pewun 3adayy. H mozoa onu okoHuamenvbHo

pewuny o Havane coBMeCmHOl

pabomul.

As it is presented in the table, the most frequently repeated type of
polysemy 1S V[thmkmg] > V [planning]
meamng of the verb: although thinking as a category of more general
content is ambivalent to time, planning assumes an image of a situation
which (according to the subject’s wish) is to occur in the future.

In closing, let us provide a general scheme of semantic transforma-
tions which shows the distribution of the derivation relationship betwe-

en thematic classes.

. It is a phenomenon of specifying the
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Figure 2. Relations of semantic derivation

knowledge/cognition | ...

knowledge/cognition

thinking | -

thinking

comparison | -

selection

- | comparison

solution

selection

solution

opinion | -

imagination

opinion

determination

imagination

verification

determination

interest

verification

planning

interest

planning

As the scheme above shows it, polysemy usually involves verbs be-
longing to four thematic classes: knowledge/cognition, solution, thin-
king and opinion. It is explained by the fact that these four groups are the
biggest, and polysemy, which is a known fact, is directly dependent on
the factor of frequency.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, it should be noted that mental verbs are a fairly lar-
ge and semantically complex portion of the lexical system of modern
Russian language, where units are subcategorized according to the na-
ture of information encoded in their form and structure. The study shows
that in terms of information about the mental function, the largest num-
ber of lexical units represent knowledge, cognition and thinking. These
meanings can be considered typical for the category of mental verbs.
Most other thematic classes can be considered as being semantically de-
rived from the prototypical ones.

Due to time schemata mental verbs represent states, processes/ope-
rations, accomplishments and events. However, the largest number of
units is in the second and third class, whilst the general trend is that men-
tality is accompanied by continuity of a situation.

Polysemy processes in the area of mental verbs are realized within
the same thematic class as well as different classes, whereas the semantic
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derivation usually refers to the biggest thematic classes which are ver-
bal names of knowledge and cognition, thinking, solution and opi-
nion/judgment.
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Anexcangap K. KukspeBuu
PYCKU MEHTAJIHU T'JIAT'OJIN KAO CEMAHTHUYKA KJIACA
Peszume

[IpeamMeT wiaHKa Cy MEHTAJIHH ITIar0JId Y CaBPEMEHOM PYCKOM j€3UKy (TJIaroiu
3Hamka, CXBaTamka U MHIBEHA), KOJH Ce cariielaBajy Kao ceMaHTH4Ka Kiaca. Mcrpa-
KHBame ce 0a3upa Ha TEOPHUjH CEMaHTHUYKOT 110Jba, KA0 M HA TEOPHjU CEMAaHTHYKHUX Te-
3aypyca. AyTop pa3marpa CynkaTeropusaiujy verba cogitandi y3umajyhu y o03up asa
KpUTEpHjyMa: IECKPUITHBHE CEMaHTHYKE KOMIIOHEHTE (Tj. 00jeKTHBHE MapameTpe HHTe-
JIEKTyaTHUX PajibH, Tpolieca, OJHOCa U CTamba), Kao M BpeMEeHCKe cxeMe (TK3. YHyTpa-
IIEE BpeMe), UMajyhiul y BUy KapaKTEepHUCTHKE IOy T HEMPEKUIHOCTH U OT PAHUYEHOCTH.
KoHcynroBaHa je TMHTBHCTHYKA JIMHTEPATYpa MOBE3aHa ca AaTOM MpPOOJIEMAaTHKOM,
Hapo4MTO IMyONMMKaInHje pyCKuX JMHTBHCTa, Mely kojuma cy: JI. M. Bacusses, I. A.
3osorosa, H. J. IlIsenosa, H. C. Marsejesa, H. I1. Tponumuna u ap. Taxohe, aytop
UCIIUTYje TIOjeINHE CyNKiIace. AHaluM3a ce BpIIM Ha rpahu ox 543 nekcuuke jeuHUIE
W3 CaBPEMEHOT PYCKOT je3nKa. YKazyje ce 1a Perpe3eHTaTHBHOCT T0jeANHNX CEMaH-
THYKHX CyTIKJIaca Bapupa y BeheM uim MameM CTEeTieHy. Y CETMEHTY O BUIIE3HAYHOCTH
MEHTaJIHUX TJIaroya ayTop pas3iiKyje perylapHe U HeperyJapHe Ipolece CeMaHTHd-
Ke JepuBaiyje. Jeqan o 3akJbydaka THYE ce (PEKBEHTHOCTH YHOTpeOe MojeMHUX
nonuceManara. McrpaxuBamwe verba cogitandi y napagurmMarckoM acrekTy YHMHU
OCHOBY CHHTaKCHYKe aHaJIN3€ MEHTAIHUX IVIaroJia Kao MpeaMeTa HCTPaKUBamba Mpo-
jexTa (Koju ce peasu3yje y3 MoJpIIKy HOoJbCKoT HalmoHamHor eHTpa 3a HayKy), y KO-
jeM ce 1moceOHO BOJM padyHa O JIEKCUKOrpa)CKoj U KOHTPACTUBHO] MIEPCIIEKTHBH.

Kmyune peuu: nexcuka, JJEKCHYKa CEMaHTHKA, MEHTAJIHU IJIAar0JIH, CEMaHTHIKA
CYIKaTeropH3aliija, BUIIE3HAYHOCT.

Aleksander K. Kiklewicz
RUSSIAN MENTAL VERBS AS A SEMANTIC CLASS
Summary
The subject of the presented article is mental verbs (verbs of knowledge, under-
standing and thinking) in the modern Russian language, treated as a semantic class. The
concept of research is based on semantic field theory and on a thesaurus perspective of

semantic classes. The author focuses on the subcategorization of verba cogitandi taking
into account two criteria: descriptive semantic components (i.e. objective parameters
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of mental activities, processes, relationships and states) and temporary schemata (so
called internal time), i.e. considering such characteristics as continuity and limitati-
ons. The author refers to the extensive literature on this subject, above all, the publi-
cations of Russian researchers, such as L. M. Vasiliev, G. A. Zolotova, N. Y. Shvedo-
va, N. S. Matveyeva, and N. P. Tropinina et al. The author also examines the volume
of the subclasses of mental verbs. The analysis carried out for this purpose is based on
543 verbal units of the modern Russian language. The author ascertains a more or less
regular filling of separate semantic subclasses. In the section on the polysemy of men-
tal verbs the author shows which processes are regular, and which are sporadic. One
of the conclusions is: polysemy depends on the word frequency in speech. A paradig-
matic study of verba cogitandi is the basis of a syntactic analysis of these units as part
of a research project (National Science Centre, Poland) on syntax of mental verbs in
lexicographical and comparative perspective.

Keywords: lexis, lexical semantics, mental verbs, semantic subcategorization,
polysemy.
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