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Sketches for understanding the contemporary:  
digital culture as a research framework  

in the anthropological perspective

In recent decades, the rapid development of new information and communi-
cation technologies has transformed the fundamental segments of modern 
life – the ways we work and have fun, the ways we communicate and spend, 
the ways in which we create knowledge and learn, our understanding of pol-
itics and participation in public life. Thereby, ’digital’ become not only the 
key word of the contemporary global culture in which we live, but also the 
living experience, the form of being in the world, as well the form of percep-
tion of the self and the world. In public but also in the academic discourse, 
this all-pervading character of digital initiated more discussions about the 
subsistence of a digital culture, as well discussions about opportunities and 
constraints stemming from new digital technologies. Relying on the anthro-
pological and synchronic perspective, but also cross-cutting processes and 
events in the sphere of science, politics and economics, this paper reviews 
the emergence, role and significance of digital technologies. Technologies are 
seen as a common denominator of fluid contemporary and (co)participants in 
various aspects of everyday life in the same way as the technologies like rail, 
press, electricity or television in industrial modernity. Through the identifica-
tion, research and appointment of key concepts and phenomena of contem-
porary, the paper further seeks answers to what digital culture is, what are 
its features, and how we can explore it. The main idea is to offer the concept 
of digital culture as a possible contextual framework of research and under-
standing the contemporary world and the phenomena in it.

Keywords: digital culture, globalization, new technologies, post-industrial 
society, anthropology of the contemporary 
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