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GEORGIOS SPHRANTZES OR HOW TO BECOME AN ARCHON
IN BYZANTIUM IN THE XV CENTURY*

The historical work by Georgios Sphrantzes, his Memoirs, illustrates, through
information on his life and career, the way in which a person could enter the higher
social circles in XV century Byzantium. Usually, these persons were referred to in
sources as ‘archons’ and some of them as the emperor’s ‘oikeioi’, which involved a
specific kind of personal and close relationship with the ruler and, in this case, a dy-
nasty. Furthermore, Sphrantzes’ work provides data on some late Byzantine phe-
nomena, for instance, not only the imperial ‘oikos’, but those of the emperor’s broth-
ers as well, and indicates the existence of the same hierarchy in the ‘ospitia’ of the
despotai.
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HUcropujcko neno I'eopruja Chpanuuca, mwerosu Memoapu, UiycTpyje, Kpo3
nHpopMaIHje O KHErOBOM JKHUBOTY M KapHjepH, Kao MOJICJ, HAYMH Ha KOjU je HeKa
JIMYHOCT MOIJIA JIa TIOCTaHe [e0 HajBUINUX APYIITBEHHX Kpyroma y Buszantuju XV
Beka. OBe JIMYHOCTH W3BOPHU Hajuyenihe MOMHEbY Ka0o “apXOHTE , a HEKE O] BbUX Kao
napese ’oikeioi’, mITO je TEPMHH KOjH je O3HAYaBao CHeHU(UYHY BPCTY JHYHE U
OJiMcKe Be3e ca BJIaJapoM U, y OBOM ciy4ajy, auHactujoM. lltasume, Chpanuncon
CIIUC IIPY’>Ka MOJATKEe O HEKUM II03HOBHM3AHTHjCKUM (PEHOMEHHUMA, Kao IITO Cy He
camo ’oikos’ mapa, Beh u mapee Opahie Takobe, MITO CBEAOYH O MOCTOjaly HUCTE
xujepapxuje U y 'xyhama’ TajallmbHX J€CIOTa, y TO BPEME HCKJbYYMBO 4IaHOBA
nuHactyje ITaneosora.

* This article is part of the research in the framework of Project No. 144022 (The Last Century
of Byzantium and Serbia), sponsored by the Ministry of Science of the Republic of Serbia. Its final
version was written on the basis of the first few reports I submitted to the Secretariate of the
“Alexander S. Onassis” Public Benefit Foundation, which granted me a scholarship for the academic
year 2009-2010.
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Kwyune peuu: Copanuuc, apxoHt, oikeios, oikos, ospition, apucTokpara,
ambacazop, kedaiuja

As it is well-known, Georgios Sphrantzes wrote the ‘Memoirs’,! a literary
family history of the last Palaiologoi emperors. Therefore, we are very well in-
formed about Sphrantzes’ own life through his historical work. He himself and his
family were in the service of the last three Byzantine emperors. The essential
information on Sphrantzes’ life, his historical work, the editions and principal
literature have been given by H. Hunger.2 Nevertheless, some new observations
can be made based on the many details of his life and career. In a way, his
connections with the members of the Palaiologoi dynasty could be viewed as an
example of ‘how to become an archon’ in Byzantium, in the first half of the XV
century.

First of all, Sphrantzes called himself an ‘archon’ (Gpywv).? In the XV
century, the term was usually considered to refer to an aristocrat or, at least, a
person of very high status in Byzantine society.4 During the XIII and XIV cen-
turies, for instance, in the sources, the terms ‘k¥plog’, ‘80VAog’, ‘olxelog’ de-
noted an aristocrat.>

Not only did Sphrantzes originate from a distinguished family in Lemnos,®
but they were intellectuals, as well. Namely, Sphrantzes stated that his uncle had
been the tutor to the despotes Constantine. Accordingly, his uncle’s sons and
Sphrantzes himself were despotes’ companions, friends and attendants.”

Furthermore, later, Sphrantzes also became the ‘oixelwot’ of the emperor
Manuel 1.8 The nature of a ‘T0 oikelov’ meant that a person had some kind of
political connection with the emperor. But the sources refer to some of the ‘To¥
oixelov’ of the emperor, who did not have any political competence.? In the early
days of his life this was also the case with Sphrantzes. That was how his career
advanced, later on. As it was emphasized by D. Kyritses, for middle-class people
during the previous two centuries, the court hierarchy was the key to entering the

1 Generally on autobiographical tradition in Byzantium cf. M. Hinterberger, Autobiographis-
che Traditionen in Byzanz, Wien 1999.

2 H. Hunger, Die Hochsprachlishe profane Literatur der Byzantiner, I, Miinchen 1978, 494-498
(hereafter: Hunger, Literatur).

3 Giorgio Sfranze, Cronaca, a cura di R. Maisano, Roma 1990, 58, 66 (hereafter: Sfranze,
Cronaca).

4 For instance, T. Kiousopoulou, Bacsiheg 1 ovcovépoc. TTodrtuen eEovoio kot 18eoloyio
mpwv v Alwon, Athena 2007, 84, states that 80 people were mentioned as archons in the sources,
who were entrusted with a particular political office or assignment (hereafter: Kiousopoulou, Baoct-
Aelg 1 01KOVOHOG).

5 D. Kyritses, The Byzantine Aristocracy in the Thirteenth and Early Fourteenth Centuries,
Harvard University 1997, 12 (unpublished doctoral thesis; hereafter: Kyritses, Aristocracy).

6 Hunger, Literatur, 494.

7 Sfranze, Cronaca, 34.

8 Ibid., 34.

9 Kiousopoulou, Bosihevg M otkovopog, 120.
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higher aristocracy.!0 Since he was not a member of the high aristocracy by birth,
he could have chosen to enter public administration. These people were generally
well-educated and most of their careers began with a good education either in
Constantinople or in the towns of their origin. Some of them who managed to
acquire office would later pursue notable careers as high ranking court dignitaries,
probably in the various logothesia. The highest ranked of these officials would
become the emperor’s closest associates and even form certain marriage con-
nections to the dynasty.!!

Thus, Sphrantzes first entered the service of the emperor Manuel 11, then the
emperor John VIII and later the despotes Constantine.!? Very early, even during
the lifetime of Manuel II, he took part in some very important diplomatic mis-
sions, and in the service of the empress Helena Dragases Palaiologos. In fact,
Sphrantzes participated, along with Loucas Notaras!3 and Manuel Melachrenos,
as an emissary, in the signing of the peace-treaty with Murat II, in February 1424,
when Byzantium again became an Ottoman vassal.l4 Actually, he is known, later
on, to have become one of the imperial family’s most trusted and most important
diplomats. Anyway, it has already been emphasized by scholars that the Byzan-
tine ambassadors of the XIV and XV centuries originated from the rank of the
archons. 15

Then, in January 1432, the emperor John VIII appointed him to the dignity
of protovestiarites.1® The nature of this office is unclear from the sources, and the
origins of its holders are mixed. This position probably existed from the XIII
century and its recipient is believed to have been the chief of the vestiaritai, i.e.
imperial bodyguard.!” Another dilemma about this office is genuine. Actually,
this office was bestowed on Sphrantzes by the emperor John VIII, in Constantino-
ple, but at that time he was already in the service of the despotes Constantine, who

10 Kyritses, Aristocracy, 51.

1T Tbid., 47-48.

12 Sfranze, Cronaca, 32-36.

13 On Loucas Notaras, one of the most distinguished figures of the Late Empire cf. Proso-
pographisches Lexikon der Palaiologenzeit, Wien 1976 sq, no. 20730 (hereafter: PLP), as well as
K.-P. Matschke, The Notaras Family and Its Italian Connections, DOP 49 (1995) 59-62; idem, Per-
sonengeschichte, Familiengeschichte, Sozialgeschichte: Die Notaras im spdten Byzanz, Oriente e
Occidente tra Medioevo ed eta moderna: Studi in onore di Geo Pistarino, ed. L. Balletto, tome 2,
Genova 1997, 787-812; Th. Ganchou, Le rachat des Notaras apres la chute de Constantinople ou les
relations étrangeres de 1’élite byzantine au XVe siecle, Migrations et Diasporas Méditerranéennes
(Xe-XVle siecles), ed. M. Balard, A. Ducellier, Paris 2002, 149-229; T. Kiousopoulou, Aovkdg
Notopdc: Piypate plag Broypoaetag, KAntéprov eig pviuny Nikov Oukovoptdn, ed. F. Euan-
gelatou-Notara, T. Maniati-Kokkini, Athena — Thessaloniki 2005, 161-176.

14« dnoxpioloplov dnerBdviov... &yw 8¢ dg &md v &ylov déomotvav cuyyevida
0100 8N 100 dunpd ... kol 811, &v denom, va Ypdyw kol §1 DeelAT®dV e1g te 1OV dylov Baciida
kol elg tOv vidv ad1od TOV Baciiéa eig Ty Odyyaplog ebpiokdpevov, Sfranze, Cronaca, 26.

15 Kiousopoulou, Bacihelg M otkovépog, 129; S. Mergiali-Sathas, A Byzantine Ambassador
to the West and his Office during the XIV and XV centuries: a Profile, BZ 94 (2001) 598-604.

16 Sfranze, Cronaca, 72.

17 Kyritses, Aristocracy, 43; Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, New York, London 1991, 1750
(A. Kazhdan) (hereafter: ODB).
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was in Morea. So, he could not have been in the service of the emperor, par-
ticularly not as the chief of his bodyguard. Could it be that this particular office
was only a titular one at that point in time? Or that the despotai, the emperor’s
brothers, each one of them ruling over a particular part of Morea at that time,!8
had their own protovestiarites’, as they had their own courts and ministers?!°

Even before he was granted the dignity of protovestiarites, Sphrantzes was
appointed a kephale of Patras in 1429.20 He would also hold this office several
times later, as kephale of Selymbria in 1443 and of Mistra in 1446. The office of
kephale was detected in the sources from the mid-XIII century and by the XIV
century, the persons who bore the title combined the functions of civil and mili-
tary administrators.2! Anyway, it emerges that in the XV century, as well as in the
previous period, the kephales of certain areas were in charge of collecting taxes.22
It appears as though Sphrantzes partly confirms this, by showing the competences
of a kephale in the narration of an episode after he became the kephale of Se-
lymbria, in March 1443. He was supposed to guard the city in the name of Despot
Constantine, against the Sultan, the despotes Demetrios and the emperor John
VIII himself.23 However, in June of the same year, it was decided that despotes
Constantine should turn back to Morea and despotes Theodore should come to
Constantinople and take Selymbria. Sphrantzes himself, as kephale, handed over
the town to despotes Theodore in March 1444, declining his proposal to stay there
“Ivar kol Ty ZnAoppploy £xo Kol TV TPOTOV adToV DIOXEPLOV eVPIoK®-
port”.24 Sphrantzes also refers to the area of jurisdiction of the kephale as a
KeQOAQTIKIOV.25

18 From 1428 until 1443, the despotes Theodore II, despotes Constantine and despotes Thomas
shared rule over the Peloponnesus, D. A. Zakythinos, Le Despotat grec de Moreé, 1, edition revue et
augmentée par Ch. Maltézou, London Variorum 1975, 119.

19 Sphrantzes narrates that the despotes Constantine had his own mesazons even before he was
assigned to govern one part of the Peloponnesus (Sfranze, Cronaca, 36; cf. below p. 7). Then he
mentions the protostrator Frangopoulos in a manner as the mesazon of despotes Theodore II (PLP no.
30100), Sfranze, Cronaca, 40, 41, n. 1, 92. Later, during the clashes between despotes Demetrios and
despotes Thomas, in 1459, he mentions the prostostrator Sebastopoulos Nicolaos, firstly as the
mesazon of despotes Demetrios, who was helping despotes Thomas (PLP no. 25084), and then he
mentions a cousin, Palaiologos Georgios (PLP no. 21447), who was, in contrast, firstly the mesazon of
despotes Thomas, who was helping despotes Demetrios, Sfranze, Cronaca, 154. Finally, he mentions
Raoul Michael Ises as the first archon of the court of despotes Thomas, Sfranze, Cronaca, 76 (cf. n. 63
below). On the other hand, Sphranzes mentions even an archon of a lower level (dpyxov &nd oG
devtépovg), who was sent by the king of Georgia, in order to arrange the details concerning the
marriage between Constantine XI and the Georgian princess (Sfranze, Cronaca, 118).

20 Sfranze, Cronaca, 62.

21 ODB, 1122 (M. C. Bartusis).

22 [j. Maksimovi¢, The Byzantine Provincial Administration under the Palaiologoi, Amster-
dam 1988, 117 sq. Cf. K.-P. Matschke, Notes on the Economic Establishment and Social Order of the
Late Byzantine Kephalai, BF 19 (1993) 139-143.

23 va kol &nd TOv dpnpdy kol Tov deondtny KVp Anuntplov kol adtov 81 OV dedwidtar
Baciréa mpocTdéac eLAGTT® , Sfranze, Cronaca, 92.

24 Tbid., 92

25 Tbid., 20, 42, 70, 96, 152, 154.
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Finally, Sphrantzes received the dignity of megas logothetes in 1451.26
Although there was great opposition to this act of the emperor Constantine XI, I
shall put aside discussion on this particular subject,2” and only observe, con-
cerning Sphrantzes himself, that he was the bearer of one of the Empire’s highest
dignities for a period.

Sphrantzes’ eventual relations of kinship to the Palaiologoi have not been
clearly documented. We know that Sphrantzes’ sister was married to Mamonas
Gregorios Palaiologos, the kephale of a fortress on the Black Sea in 1416/17.28 He
was the son of Paulos Mamonas, the lord of Monembasia, who was in a dispute
with the despotes Theodore I and later presented his accusations before Bayazit |
in 1394. Subsequently, they reached a settlement and I assume, although without
any further evidence to give at this point, that he may have been married to a
woman from the Palaiologoi family, since his son bore that name, obviously
inherited from his mother’s side.2® Later on, in 1438, Sphrantzes himself married
Helena, the daughter of éni 10U xavikAelov Alexios Palaiologos Tzamplakon.30
The level of his father-in-law’s connection to the Palaiologoi is not known either,
but it is believed that the Tzamplakones in general originated from the family
branch deriving from the marriage of Anna, the daughter of the emperor Michael
VIII, and Demetrios/ Michael Angelos.3! The office of éni 100 kavikielov, nev-
ertheless, in the XIV century corresponded to a bureaucrat and generally des-
ignated a person who was one of the emperor’s private secretaries. Sphrantzes’
father-in law, so far, is considered to be the last known éni 100 kowvikie{ov.32

The status of a person in Byzantium could have been measured in terms of
birth, wealth, rank, profession, education and accomplishments.33 Yet, as stressed
by Paul Magdalino, what made an aristocrat was also his ability to identify with a
group which he could call his own.34 As we can see, Sphrantzes called himself an
‘archon’ (&pywv).35 He also referred to himself as an imperial ‘oixetlog’, narrating
that he became one of the ‘olkelwor’ of the emperor Manuel 11.36 As J. Verpeaux
emphasized, in order to highlight the substance of this term, an ‘oikelog’ was a
person who held a privileged position as a close, familiar and trustworthy servant,
who more or less used to take part in many diplomatic missions, assigned to him

26 Ibid., 124.

27 Kiousopoulou, Baciledg 1 oukovépog, 121-122 expressed an opinion which actually de-
preciates the title of megas logothetes bestowed on Sphrantzes.

28 Sfranze, Cronaca, 12.

29 Cf. PLP no. 16578, no. 16580.

30 Sfranze, Cronaca, 86.

31 Kyritses, Aristocracy, 226-27.

32 Ibid., 42; ODB, 1101 (4. Kazhdan).

33 P. Magdalino, Byzantine snobbery, The Byzantine Aristocracy XI to XIII Centuries, ed. M.
Angold, Oxford 1984, 58 (hereafter: Magdalino, Snobbery).

34 P. Magdalino, The Byzantine aristocratic oikos, The Byzantine Aristocracy XI to XIII
Centuries, ed. M. Angold, Oxford 1984, 92 (hereafter: Magdalino, Byzantine aristocratic oikos).

35 Sfranze, Cronaca, 58, 66.

36 Tbid., 34.
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by the emperor,37 as testified by documents from the XIII, XIV and XV centuries.
The ‘oixeloc’ appeared as an individual in the imperial escort, in the imperial
service and he was connected with the emperor by a relationship based on loyalty
and this relationship was much deeper than those between the emperor and the
other common officials.38

It has already been pointed out, particularly by P. Magdalino, that the ‘oikog’,
‘a social model in Byzantine society’, incorporating the household with all its
dependants and dependencies, was the basic building block of all Byzantine urban
and bureaucratic structures.3® Although the Byzantines always maintained a dis-
tinction between the public and the private aspects of imperial power, ‘the formal
division between the palace and the civil administration became less and less
clear-cut with time’.40

This connection existed in the XV century as well, since it has been sug-
gested by many points in Sphrantzes’ work.4! The historian uses a particular term
to denote the phenomenon of an aristocratic ‘otkog’. The term in question is 10
domitiov (domus, house; conclave; familia, stirps) and it is mentioned many times
in his work.42

As an ‘oixelog’ of Manuel II, Sphrantzes narrates about his close relations
with the emperor. Apart from the obvious goal to show how important his role in
the affairs of the Empire and service of its last emperors was, he also describes the
way how the Byzantine aristocratic ‘olkog’ was organized and how it functioned,
at least in some details. For example, on several occasions in his work he men-
tioned the gifts which the emperors Manuel 11, Constantine XI and the empresses
Helena Dragases and Sofia of Monferrato had presented to him. As a token of
gratitude for bringing them the good news that the emperor John VIII would, on
his return from Hungary, safely arrive in Constantinople, soon, the empress Helena
gave him some fine green yapovydv and the young empress sent him a message
that she hoped the cloth she was sending would become the property of his wife,
when he eventually married. On the same occasion, the emperor Manuel II gave
him a chest (cevtovkiv) that Sphrantzes had requested some time before, but had
been refused with the explanation that it had belonged to John V and would
therefore be passed on as a legacy to his son, John VIII.43 During the fighting for

37 This component of Sphrantzes services is noted in Kiousopoulou, Bocihevg M 01k0vOHLOVG,
267-268.

38 J. Verpeaux, Les oikeioi. Notes d’histoire institutionnelle et sociale, REB 23 (1965) 92.

39 Magdalino, Byzantine aristocratic oikos, 105, 92.

40 Tbid. 93.

41 Sfranze, Cronaca, 26, 28, 32, 34, 36, 96 and many other.

42 Ibid., (domus) 34, 38, 20; 56, 9; 58, 13; 62, 14, 16, 20; 74, 17, 19; 112, 23; 116, 2; 132, 20;
158, 4; 176, 15: (conclave) 34, 8, 16; 46, 15, 20; 126, 25; (familia, stirps) 42, 6; 76, 25; 82, 24; 106, 6;
108, 4, 6; 112, 2; 140, 21; 168, 22, 24. Nevertheless, the term 10 6cnntiov is also confirmed in the
actes of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, cf. Acta et diplomata graeca medii aevi sacra et profana,
ed. F. Miklosich, J. Miiller, 11, Vienna 1862, 380, 381, 382, 493, 494 sq.

43 Sfranze, Cronaca, 28.
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Patras, in 1429, Sphrantzes was wounded and captured.44 After being released, he
returned to his headquarters. He found a precious gift from his master, a beautiful
suit, as a sign of gratitude for all the trouble he had experienced while in Con-
stantine’s service.#>

Furthermore, it was common practice, at least in the XV century and in the
imperial 6cnitiov for the servants of the late emperor to be handed on to his
successor. Hence, Sphrantzes narrates that the emperor Manuel II assigned him in
his will, to his son John VIIL.46 Prior to their leaving for Mistra, in November
1427, Constantine Dragases asked his brother, the emperor, to give Sphrantzes to
him as a servant. But the emperor objected because it was the will of their late
father. Only later, after the request of their mother, the empress Helena, and after
the ‘lobbying’ of Constantine’s mesazons (kol €11 petd 10V pecaléviov adTod),
the emperor John VIII agreed, but only if Constantine was going to stay in Mistra.
Otherwise, if he returned to Constantinople, Sphrantzes was to remain in the
service of John VIIL.47 Finally, when Constantine Dragases appointed Sphrantzes
to the position of kefale of Mistra (elg kepalatixiov), he explained his act by the
fact that the historian had served him well and because of his personal affinity for
him, but also because he wanted him, as a person of trust, to be in charge of one of
the most important cities of the Empire at that time, as was the case with Corinth
and Patras (811 0€Am va #vi kol tovTov €v g 7 KSprvbog kal 7 Idtpa, GV Thy
pev €xer 6 Kavtakoulnvog Tmdvvng, thy 8¢ ALéElog 6 Adokapig).48 In many
other instances, the last Byzantine emperor expressed his confidence in
Sphrantzes, but the following one was perhaps the most illustrative, particularly in
expressing how important it was for an emperor, at least during the last period of
the Empire’s existence, to have someone he could rely on. In the narration refer-
ring to the possibility of marrying Constantine Palaiologos to Mara Brankovié, the
daughter of the Serbian despotes, apparently some very turbulent events occurred.
The emperor Constantine explained to Sphrantzes why the marriage had not taken
place. While this subject was under discussion, Constantine had no one to consult
with. His mother Helena had died. So had Kantakouzenos.#® Loucas Notaras was
mindful only of his own interests, he was vindictive, and never failed to take his
revenge when he thought he had been wronged, a fact which Sphrantzes knew
best. The emperor’s megas domestikos, Kantakouzenos,>0 was the enemy of Serbia
(2x0pwdmg eig o T ZepPlog) and he united with John Kantakouzenos,5! urging
the emperor to marry the princess of Trebizond. The emperor could not rely on the
monks either, since they were impractical in the matter of marriages, and, as far as

44 Tbid., 46.

45 Tbid., 56.

46 Tbid., 32.

47 Tbid., 36.

48 Tbid., 96.

49 Tt is Manuel Kantakouzenos, the protostrator, cf. PLP no. 10979.
50 It is Andronikos Palaiologos Kantakouzenos, cf. PLP no. 10957.
51 Cf. PLP no. 10974.
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the archons were concerned, who could he have found so impartial that he could
trust him (eig dpyovtag; kol Tivor V& €VPLoKOV ATPOCTOOT Kol VO, UNOEV
npdoKeLTaL £1¢ TL 1| v Undev 10 &€eimn mpog tovg dAAoVG).52

As the close and trustworthy ‘oikelog’ of the entire imperial family,
Sphrantzes was somehow, evidently by the will of the members of the Palaiologoi
family, even authorized to make his own decisions. Constantine, the emperor,
testifies to this with the words that Sphrantzes was the one who took action, made
decisions, knew the emperor personally and was as thoroughly informed as pos-
sible (b yop, 6mod kol émpatag kol £6TnooG Kol €10eC 1O TPOGONOV Kol
cuvétuyeg kol émAnpoeopndng).33

The close relations within the imperial 6critiov of the period were reflected
in Sphrantzes’ description of his relations with the despotes Constantine. The
historian reports that he cultivated a great friendship (&yd&nnv xoi TAnpogopioy)
with the despotes, since Sphrantzes’ uncle had been his tutor (tatdic) and his
uncle’s sons were his companions, friends and attendants (cvvovdtpogot kol
@lAot kol 80VA0L 0DTOV), as Sphrantzes himself was. When the time came and he
became one of the emperor Manuel’s oixelwotv, despotes Constantine would gain
from his father many things he wanted through Sphrantzes’ care and insistence.54
The familiarity of the emperors with their servants was also illustrated by
Sphrantzes’ description of the events after the death of the emperor Manuel I1. He
says that, according to the customs and the order in the chambers of the emperors
(ko cvvndelag kol tdéemg ovong eic T t@v Bacidiéwy domitia), the servants
of the father had free access to the chambers of the sons, but not the other way
round, as long as the father was alive. Since the emperor Manuel II had died, his
servants (ol keAAidTon) returned to the palace after the first memorial service (10
Tp®TOV Pvnudcvvov), because it was the tradition for them to remain by his grave
until the first memorial service.5> Although this account indicates that relations
between the masters and their servants were close and that the servants were a
significant part of their ‘olkog’, there were some rules which they had to obey. In
the same episode, Sphrantzes tells us how despotes Constantine praised him for
not violating the rule by not entering the chamber in which he was.5¢

There were, obviously, some other services which, at least, the imperial
servants could carry out. In an account describing the death of his great friend,
Makarios Makris, a philosopher, intellectual, spiritual man and abbot of the Pan-
tocrator monastery,57 Sphrantzes eulogizes him and defends him from the accusa-
tions that he was a heretic. He stresses that Makarios had come to Constantinople
from the Holy Mount and assumed responsibility for the imperial monastery of

52 Sfranze, Cronaca, 116.

53 Ibid., 122.

54 Ibid., 34.

55 Ibid., 34.

56 Ibid., 34.

57 On Makarios Makris cf. PLP no. 16379.
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the Pantocrator with Sphrantzes’ personal assistance (mopokivicel kod
cvvepyelo 1817 pov), something which everyone knew. With God’s help, and
with the zeal and care of Makris and Sphrantzes, everything in the monastery that
was good, concerning its organization and propriety, flourished.58 It is rather
interesting and significant that Sphrantzes took on the task of improving and
decorating (ebxoopiav) the sepulchre of the Byzantine emperors and their family
members.>9

Along with the familiarity that he, as part of their ‘olxog’, enjoyed with the
last three Byzantine emperors, Manuel II, John VIII and Constantine XI,
Sphrantzes’ work also testifies to the familiarity which he, as a master, maintained
with the members of his own 6cnitiov. While the burdensome events connected
with his appointment to the position of megas logothetes were taking place,
Sphrantzes discussed this rather sensitive and important matter with his relatives
and friends, as well as with his t@v olkelwv, and all of them suggested that he
should agree to do any of the duties that were offered to him.0 It is known, at least
from some previous times in the Empire’s history, that the Byzantine aristocratic
‘oTKog’ was a very simple organism, consisting of the master of the house, his wife
and children, and the servants who provided their household needs.®! According to
Sphrantzes’ testimony, in addition to the existence of the hierarchy and order in the
imperial 6omitiov,92 a hierarchy existed in other ‘courts’ or 6cmitio. Thus, he
mentions Raoul Michael Ises (‘Paovd Muyonh 6 IoTig) who was the first archon of
the court of the despotes Thomas (6 mp®dTOg &pYwV 10D domLTiov Ekelvov).63 In the
events that occurred prior to the siege of Patras in March 1429, in describing how
Andronikos Laskaris Padiates was sent to the archons of Patras on some business
and after that seized the town of Andrusa eig xepoaAnv, Sphrantzes mentions
Laskaris Alexios as 6 mp®dtog T@V ApYOVI®V 100 OcTLTiov adtoV, namely, the
house of Laskaris, who took &i¢ xepoiatixiov Bostitza.64

Although the adoption of many significant surnames and patronymics be-
came the fashion in Byzantium after the IX century, which drastically increased
with the impending fall of the Empire, especially among those who were uncertain
even of their de facto position in society,5 that was not the case with Sphrantzes.

58 Sfranze, Cronaca, 70.

59 Cf. R. Janin, La géographie ecclésiastique de I’Empire Byzantin, I, tome III: Les églises et
les monasteres, Paris 1953, 532.

60 Sfranze, Cronaca, 126.

61 Magdalino, Byzantine aristocratic oikos, 96.

62 Cf. up p. 8-9.

63 Sfranze, Cronaca, 76. On Raoul Michael Ises cf. PLP no. 24136.

64 Sfranze, Cronaca, 40-42. According to PLP, it is possible that Laskaris (no. 14520) is
identical with Filanthropenos Alexios Laskaris (no. 29753) or with Padiates Andronikos Laskaris (no.
21290). Following Sphrantzes’ narration, the only possible identification is between Laskaris (no.
14520) and Padiates Andronikos Laskaris (no. 21290). Nevertheless, this question deserves further
investigation.

65 Cf. D. Nicol, The prosopography of the Byzantine aristocracy, The Byzantine Aristocracy
XI to XIII Centuries, ed. M. Angold, Oxford 1984, 79-91 (hereafter: Nicol, The prosopography).
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However, who knows, he might have changed his attitude after establishing the
closer family connection with the Palaiologoi, which had been planned to take
place after Sphrantzes’ return from Cyprus, in 1452. Before he was required to
leave for Cyprus, the emperor Constantine told Sphrantzes to sign the
documents for the queen of Cyprus, daughter of despotes Theodore II and the
emperor’s niece, with his new title of megas logothetes, as he was soon to be
listed as a relative.66 Unfortunately, due to well-known circumstances, this was
never to come about. The chapter of his work that refers to his acquiring the title
of megas logothetes, clearly shows how important it was for him to obtain a
higher dignity. The whole discussion started with the emperor addressing him as
protovestiarites. Since Sphrantzes, who had just returned from his journey to
Trebizond and Georgia, was supposed to go on another diplomatic mission, to
Cyprus, he replied to the emperor that his wife would either marry another man
or take monastic vows if he continued to go on missions. First, the emperor
promised that the missions on his behalf (1o 810 60V dnokpioiapikad) would
cease after this one,%7 and then suggested granting him a higher title. Sphrantzes
agreed to go to the mission because with a higher title, even his wife would be
persuaded, as she would enjoy the privileges of a higher position, honor and
glory than that of the other archontisses (011 8l T00T0 B€ret €xely kol anep
pag étafav, kol tomov kol TIUMY kol &vadoynv mAslm TV dAAwv &p-
XOVTLEoMV).68

As P. Magdalino has also already emphasised, if discussion about the Byzan-
tine aristocracy is to be meaningful, it should be justified to talk about Byzantine
snobbery.% This is also illustrated by the episode when Sphrantzes was sent by
Dragases as an ambassador to the Sultan. When he arrived in Constantinople,
Markos Palaiologos lagaris, at that time protovestiarites, and later protostrator,
was assigned to him as a co-ambassador (cvvarnoxpioidplog). He was more in-
clined to oppose Sphrantzes’ engagement in this matter than to favour it. Sphrantzes
saw no other reason for lagaris’ attitude but what one could describe by the
proverb ‘spite knows not how to assess its advantage’ (‘p8Svog odKk olde
TPOTILAY TO cVUPEPOV). In negotiations with Ibrahim Pasha they were required to
deliver Patras to its previous lords. Sphrantzes then asked the Pasha not to say this
to his lord, Dragases, because he had sent him to the Turks as an ambassador, an
archon (£x€ivog dmwednmote dpyovia adtob dnécteire). Instead, the Emir should
send one of his own archons to inform Dragases about this demand. The Pasha
told him that he had spoken wisely, but lagaris laughed at him. Sphrantzes stres-

66 Sfranze, Cronaca, 130. R. Maisano (131, n. 1) regards this news as though the emperor
actually was going to list Sphrantzes officially as one of his courtiers i.e. probably, as his ‘oixelog’.
On the other hand, the father of Sphrantzes’ proposed future daughter-in-law, Nicolaos Goudelis, was
married to Theodora Palaiologina (Goudelina), definitely of Palaiologoi family and perhaps the daughter
of despotes Demetrios Palaiologos (cf. PLP no. 4341). This also could have been the mentioned
cUYYEVT.

67 Sfranze, Cronaca, 118-120.

68 Tbid., 122.

69 Magdalino, Snobbery, 58.
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ses his triumph, saying that, finally, a Turkish ambassador was sent to Dragases
(&mpo pyovidokiaBov), which was the first step in the negotiations concern-
ing Patras.’0 Alhough all the details about him and his life are not certain, one
could say that Iagaris, in terms of his background, functions and position at court,
was one of the most significant representatives of the higher Byzantine aristocracy
at that time.”! His ‘snobbery” was all the more evident because of the fact that
Sphrantzes, at that particular moment, was kephale of Patras, one of the most
important Byzantine cities in the Peloponnesus.

It seems that during his life-time, Sphrantzes accumulated or even inherited
considerable wealth. He had earned some of it from his diplomatic missions.
During the mission to arrange the marriage between Dragases and a princess of
Georgia, the bride’s parents promised the amount of 36,000 florins and an ad-
ditional 3,000 florins each year, as a dowry. Sphrantzes himself gained a great
deal, on this occasion — 1,600 florins (yopdpia petdéeng téocapa, G AKOV-
capev, £xel 10 Yopaplov rwopio ¢).72 Some time before the beginning of the
siege of Constantinople, Sphrantzes undertook a trip with his eldest son John, the
greatest of his movable assets (ko &rd T0D k1vNToV pov Plov 10 TALOV pept-
d1kov) in order to show him all the places that would be significant in his future
life. At the same time, they carefully followed the movements of the Sultan so
that, in the event of war, Sphrantzes could leave his son and his wealth with his
relatives in Morea (ug tOv Blov pov).”3 After despotes Thomas and his family and
archons had departed for Corfu in July 1460, Sphrantzes intended to take a ship
and leave either for Crete or the monastery of St. Nicolas near Berroia, which had
been built by his grandfather on his mother’s side.74

Finally, to conclude the whole observation of Sphrantzes as dpywv of the
Empire of the Romaioi, it is plausible to refer to a letter that Mehmed II addressed
to the most noteworthy noblemen of the Peloponnesus on December 26, 1454.
The letter, requesting them to accept the protection of the Turks, promising safety
for them, their children and properties, mentions not only Manuel Raoul, Demetrios
Lascaris, the families of the Dyplovatatzes, Kavakas, Pepegomenas, Fran-
gopoulos, Zgouromalas, Mauvropapas, Philantropenos, Petro-Bua, but Georgios
Sphrantzes, too, at the beginning.”>

70 Sfranze, Cronaca, 66.

71 On Tagaris cf. PLP. no. 7811.

72 Sfranze, Cronaca, 114.

73 Tbid., 126.

74 Tbid., 164.

75 “¢v pmpdrolg &pxov kVp Tepovtlhg pe SAAovg todg Edukovg”, Acta et diplomata graeca
medii aevi sacra et profana, III, ed. F. Miklosich, 1. Miiller, Vienna 1865, 290; D. A. Zakythinos, Le
Despotat grec de Moreé 11, edition revue et augmentée par Chryssa Maltézou, London Variorum 1975,
224,
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Maja Huxoauh

I'EOPT'MJE COPAHLIUC NJIM KAKO ITIOCTATU APXOHT
Y BU3AHTUIN XV BEKA

Beh nam je onaBuo nosnaro aa je ['eopruje Cpannuc, nucaiy gparoreHor
MEMOapCKOT CIHca KOjH HaM, W3 MUITYCBOT yIyia, IPUIOBEAa UCTOpUjy Buzan-
THJCKOT [apCTBa IMOCIEIHHUX JACICHHja HETOBOT TOCTOjama, a TOTJIAaBUTO MOPO-
nuuHy ucropujy Ilaneosora, Ouo Onu3ak ciayra, AMIDIOMaTa W NpHjaTesb YUTaBe
mapcke mopopure. beroso memo je, MehyTuM, m Bpeno mojgaTaka 3a IPYIITBCHY
UCTOpHjy oBor a00a, a cam CdpaHuuc Moxe OUTH MpUMEp KaKo Ce YIa3uio y
IpyIly HCTAKHYTHX IBOPCKUX YTJIETHHKA, OJ] KOjJUX MHOTH y OBO J00a HEMajy HU
IJIEMEHHUTO TIOPEKJIO, HH JIOCTOjJaHCTBO, HUTH, TaK, CIIY)k0y Ha IBOpPY ca KOHKpET-
HUM HaJUIe)KHOCTUMA. [IpunagHuIM oBOT Cl0ja ce HauenaHo, y u3Bopuma oja XIII
1o XV Beka, Ha3uBajy apxoHTUMa (Gpyovteg). OHM Cy 4ecTo M napesu “oikeior’,
Tj. OIUCKe TapeBe cllyre U 0co0e Of MOBEPeHa, KOje YUECTBY]Y Y JUIIOMATCKAM
MHUCHjaMa, jaBJbajy C¢ Yy LAPEBOj IpaTHU W Be3aHE Cy 3a BlaJapa, Be3aMa 3a-
CHOBaHMM Ha OJAHOCTH, UBpIIhe HEro IITO je TO OMO cIydaj ca APYTUM IapeBUM
ynHOBHUIIMMA. CpaHuuc HUje OMO MOPEKIOM U3 BHCOKE apUCTOKpATHje CBOJHM
pohemem. IloTHmao je U3 yriaenHe nopoamie nHTeIeKkTyanamna ca Jlemuoca. Kao n
32 MHOT'€ TIPHUITaJJHIKE HETOBOT JPYIITBEHOT CJI0ja, TOKOM MPETXOJHA JBa BEKa, H
3a Iera je IBopcka Xujepapxuja Omia kibyd na yhe y Buie apymTBeHE cIojeBe.
OH je Hajmpe, MOIITO My je CTpHUIl OWo TyTtop cuHOBa Mawnojna Il Ilaneonora,
OYHUTJIEHO OJTOjEH Ha JABOPY, MOCTABIIM TaKo ~Oikelwol’ mapa. YOp30 3amodntbe
CBOjy BUIIEJCIICHU]CKY JUIIJIOMATCKy CIyk0y, Te 1429. mocraje kedanuja [larpe,
1443. CenumMspuje, a 1446. roguae u Muctpe. Lap Joan VIII my je 1429. rogune
JIOJIEIMO JJOCTOjaHCTBO MpoToBecTHjapuTa, a uap Koncrantun XI Hparam 1451. u
MIPECTIDKHO JOCTOjaHCTBO BenuKor jorotera. CpaHiuc je Ono oxemeH hepkom
MOCIIEHET, Y U3BOPUMA MIOMEHYTOT, €7l ToU kovikAelov, Asekcuja [laneonora
[lammnakoHa, OYMTIIEAHO, HAKO HUjE M3BECHO HA KOjU HAYHH, Y POAOUHCKHM Be-
3aMa ca mapckom auHactujoM. ChpaHinucoB cuH JoBaH Tpebaso je Ja ce OXKCHH
hepkom Huxkone I'ynenuca, myxa Teomope I[laneonorune ['yaenune, 3a kojy ce
MPeTHOCTaBba Ja je Omna hepka mapesor Opara, necrora Jumurpuja [laneornora,
Koju je, kao u Copanmuc, 6uo nporuBHUK PupeHTuHcke yHuje. Kao neo mapckor
uxoca (01K0G), MHAYEe OCHOBHOT COLIMJAITHOT MOJIe/Ia BU3aHTHjCKOT APYINTBA Y CBUM
TPaJICKUM U OMPOKPATCKUM CTPYKTypama, caommTaBa Ham, kopuctehu m opuru-
HaiHKM TepMuH (OCTITIOV), Kako je oH 6uo ypehen u cBemouw, Takohe, ma je y
IBETOBUM OKBHpHUMA TocTojana oapehena xujepapxuja. Ha nctu HauwH Ouimum cy
ypehenn u mxocu pecnora Ilemomonesa, Apyrux apxoHara, anmu u camor Cdpan-
uuca. YnHu ce Ja je TokoMm cBor uBoTa CpaHIUC CaKylMO, WM HACIEIUO, U
3Ha4ajHO OOraTCTBO, a J€O TOTa je CBAaKako OMO CTedeH yuernrheM y MHOTOOpOJHUM
JTUIIOMAaTCKUM MHCHjaMa y KojuMa je 6no Ha dery. Ctora HHje 4yo mTo ce Mex-
men II Ocsajau, y cBom niuemy of 26. nenem6pa 1454. roqune, ynyhenom yrien-
HUM apxoHTUMa Ha [lenononesy, Ha ipBoM MecTy oopatuo ['eoprujy ChpaHiucy.



