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LINGUISTIC ECOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY – 

POSSIBILITIES OF ESTABLISHING A NEW 

SUB-DISCIPLINE: EMERGENCE OF ECOLOGICAL 

AWARENESS IN AN INTERVIEW WITH PEOPLE FROM 

THE VILLAGE OF BATKOVI

Summary

The interviews, that took place in the village of Batkovi  (the 
Republic of Srpska), were regarding linguistic and folklore Þ eld 
research, and revealed a very complex structure. These two top-
ics are intertwined. The focus of the discussion shifts and the 
content of the narrative can be seen as heterogeneous. The pa-
per illustrates two signiÞ cant themes which dominate the na-
rrative – ecology and the presence of oral tradition in everyday 
life. Ecological awareness can be discerned from the parts of the 
discussion about the canal in the village of Batkovi , which em-
phasized the degradation of the ecosystem of the canal, the po-
llution of the water in the canal, and the eventual extinction of 
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some animal species. The narrative which displays the ecologi-
cal awareness of the interlocutors from the village of Batkovi  is 
characterized by the hybridization of the language codes. Thus, 
their ecological awareness is verbalized, on the one hand, by the 
usage of a folklore and dialectical linguistic means and, on the 
other hand, by the usage of scientiÞ c metalanguage. The hy-
bridization of the language codes is the most explicit at the lex-
ical level. The analysis of a transcript of one part of the discus-
sion shows that linguistics as a scientiÞ c discipline can contrib-
ute to the umbrella discipline – ecology. Apart from ecological 
anthropology, political ecology, and ecocriticism, linguistic eco-
logical anthropology could be incorporated into the eco scienc-
es with its contribution in the form of exploring the articulation 
of ecological awareness and linguistic means by which ecologi-
cal awareness is verbalized. In all transcribed fragments of the 
discussion in the village of Batkovi , the attention is drawn to 
the well known legend of Filip Madžarin, according to which 
Filip Madžarin built the canal in the village of Batkovi  and an-
chored o   there. By frequently referring to this legend, one can 
easily realize its presence in everyday life. The legend of Filip 
Madžarin is entwined with the other contents of the narrative, 
thus making the narrative structure very complex. Apart from 
the legend of Filip Madžarin, the discussion touched on the leg-
end of Jerina the Cursed. The folklore narratives of Filip 
Madžarin and Jerina the Cursed demonstrate the mechanism of 
the emergence of oral tradition – a   liating the tradition with 
the epic hero and integrating it into the local community. By 
applying the linguistic and anthropological analysis of these 
narratives, which reß ect the ecological awareness of the inter-
locutors, the complementarity in directing the humanities to-
wards ecological themes could be achieved. Aside from tradi-
tional culture and folklore where water and local hydrography 
occupy a signiÞ cant place in everyday life, as well as in nostalgic 
recollections, they also deserve their place on the list of the re-
search objectives of the humanities.
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