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THE NATURE OF ASSOCIATIVE LINKS IN ANTONYM PAIRS

Summary

The aim of this paper is to explain antonyms and the nature of their

associative link. In order to get information, we have analyzed verbal as-

sociations. Our research shows that there are various types of nature of as-

sociative link between different pairs of antonyms. Furthermore, the natu-

re of associative link depends on the fact which member of a pair is the

stimulus and which member is the response. Since the analysis was con-

ducted from two approaches, the conclusion is that the associative link

between some pairs is stronger comparing to others and that the associati-

ve link from the direction of an unmarked member is stronger than the

link coming from the marked member of the same pair.

Key words: antonym, antonym pairs, associative link, mental

lexicon.


